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OTHER INFORMATION WHICH YOU FEEL IS RELEVANT TO THE REGION: 

I guess I will start off when I was 7. I will start here because this was when I first went to church. 

Before this time I didn’t know anything about Jesus or God. I was never baptized. I didn’t pray 

before going to bed at night. We didn’t say grace at meal times. Christmas was all about gifts and 

Easter was all about chocolate. God and Jesus just weren’t mentioned in my home, at least not in 

any way that got communicated to a 7 year old. 

  

When I was 7 I remember phoning up a school chum and asking if he wanted to go play baseball. 

He said he couldn’t because he was going to his cub scout meeting at St. Paul's United Church in 

Spryfield. I asked if I could come along. He said that I could. The leader of the Cub Scout pack 

also taught Sunday School and directed St. Paul's Boys choir. I enjoyed Cubs and kept coming 

back. Eventually the Cub leader asked me if I wanted to come to Sunday School, and so I did.  

 

It was then the whole world seemed to open up for me. For a boy who was often lonely, felt 

unloved, and who had no structure, I entered a world where I heard that I was loved … that God 

loved me and that I was never alone. I also learned about the prayer … how I could come to God 

with all my problems, concerns, fears and that when I was alone that God was only a prayer away. 

For a guy who didn’t have a father, I found out that I had a Father in Heaven and how much He 

loved me. The church was a very caring place and I got positive affirmation. 

  

The Church introduced me to God and changed my life only for the better. As a layperson I did 

my very best to serve and support the local church. I sang in the choir, served as elder, trustee, 



worship committee, etc. Since the church had done so much to transform my life I always wanted 

to contribute and support it for the next person in need.  

 

I eventually became a United Church minister and have done my best to support the local church. 

I have been chair of Miramichi presbytery and have always served on a version of a Pastoral Care 

and Support/Oversight Committee. I considered this to be an honour and privilege to visit with 

Pastoral Charges and Communities of Faith throughout the Maritimes, hear their stories and 

triumphs and struggles, how they minister to God's people in their communities, and provide what 

support I could offer. 

  

Jesus once said in a story, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you did for me.' As such, my wife and I have fostered children 20 or more 

children over a span of 10 years ... one of whom we adopted. That is something that we thought 

we could do to help some of the most vulnerable members of our society. There are all kinds of 

reasons why children come into foster care and when they do, the foster families often have to deal 

with unique and significant challenges. As such, my wife and I were very active in the Foster 

Parents Association which sought provide care and support to foster parents. I also lobbied the 

provincial government on addressing issues in their current child protection legislation. 

 

I have also served as Chaplain for Dominion Command of the Royal Canadian Legion for all of 

New Brunswick and am currently assisting in the formation of chaplaincy position for our local 

volunteer fire department. 
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