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There are two new initiatives underway related to nuclear issues in Canada:  

- the development of modular reactors funded by federal and provincial governments in Canada (two 

modular proposals are for the Lepreau nuclear power site in New Brunswick); and 

- Canada’s nuclear waste management. 

 

1. A new ‘Modular Reactor Caucus’ of the New Brunswick Environmental Network (NBEN 

As agreed in July, the Fredericton Chapter of CoC is one of the 6 NBEN Member groups that proposed, 

and has recently received approval for, the formation of a special caucus on ‘small modular nuclear 

reactors’.  The intent is to widen awareness and deepen public understanding of issues around modular 

reactor development by building on the work currently being led by CRED-NB.  We hope in this way to 

encourage public engagement against the funding of ‘new’ modular reactors by both levels of 

government.  These modular reactor projects distract from, and siphon money away from, urgent 

climate action.  In New Brunswick, Moltex’s modular reactor and plutonium fuel production are in early 

design stage for proposed delivery in the mid 2030s, but more likely 2040s.  While awaiting this 

uncertain new source of power, the NB government is asking for federal approval to extend the 

operation of the, highly polluting, Belledune coal-burning power plant to 2040. 

The other NBEN Member groups which have formed the initial steering committee are: 

Leap4wards St John, Sustainable Energy Group – Carleton County, Extinction Rebellion NB, Sierra Club 

Canada Foundation Atlantic, and Imaginons la Péninsule acadienne autrement. 

At our first Caucus meeting on August 3rd, with the support of NBEN Staff Tim Murphy and Vincent 

Lambert-Song, we reviewed the NBEN policy on caucus groups: e.g., NBEN does not act as a signatory to 

any caucus actions but caucus member groups are listed as the signatories.  

We also planned the invitation of other NBEN groups.  All full Member groups of NBEN will receive an 

invitation to join the caucus.  Associate Member groups are being considered as well, following some 

analysis i.e., hoping to attract groups with an interest in climate action and no apparent conflict of 

interest with the purpose of the caucus.  (The United Church Regions East will receive an invitation.) 

Lastly, we renamed ourselves!  In discussions, we felt that it was misleading to refer to the modular 

reactors as ‘small’, which can imply less safety risk, lower cost, etc., all of which is misleading.  To ensure 

that the discussion is still recognized as linked to the public debate so far, we will add the bracketed 

phrase ‘(otherwise known as SMRs)’ in our written materials.   

Our next meeting will be September 14th.  We are hoping to have other invited groups join us by that 

date.  Will keep you posted! 



2. National Council of Canadians AMM Resolutions Implementation: 

Approved Policy Resolutions to (a)  Stop Government Funding for Small Modular Nuclear Reactors and 

to (b)Ban Nuclear Waste ‘Reprocessing’ 

These two resolutions proposed by St John and Fredericton Chapters of CoC respectively and supported 

by the eastern region of CoC, will now become part of the national CoC registry of Policies.  They will be 

referenced to decide whether to promote campaigns/action tools as requested by other civil society 

groups.  They can also be a basis for providing educational information to the membership regionally or 

nationally. 

At this point, they will also form part of the context and support for the ‘short-term campaign’ 

resolution on nuclear waste policy below. 

7000 Generations Campaign re Canada’s Nuclear Waste Policy Review 

Background: 

This resolution, now approved, was initiated by the Kitchissippi- Ottawa Valley chapter and had to be 

dealt with by the national CoC Board as it could not be covered in the time allotted for resolutions at the 

AMM.  It underwent a good deal of discussion in co-operation with:  Ann McAllister and myself as 

proposers of the two related NB resolutions; expert representatives of the Nuclear Waste Watch (a CoC 

long time partner); Kitchissippi-Ottawa Valley members; and the CoC Board and staff.  The key point of 

the resolution recommending a campaign was the timing of an opportunity to encourage broader public 

engagement. 

- The federal government ‘public consultation’ on Canada’s ‘Nuclear Waste Policy Review’ began 

last November and was extended (under pressure) to 4 Roundtable discussions ending in May 

2021.  It was undertaken by the Department of Natural Resources which also promotes nuclear 

power and the new ‘small modular nuclear reactors’. 

- The government’s report on this very rich, frank consultation with a lot of knowledgeable and 

engaged participants, is expected this fall, as early as September 2021 and will be called “What 

We Heard”. 

- That is expected to be followed, fairly promptly, by a redraft of Canada’s ‘Nuclear Waste Policy’, 

virtually a new ‘policy’ as the current one is only a high-level short statement. 

- The further context is that the same NRCan department has delegated to the industry 

organization (NWMO) that handles the nuclear waste management (funded by the power 

corporations ),-the role of developing a ‘Nuclear Waste Strategy’.  The NWMO’s ‘public 

consultation’ for this ‘Strategy’ was authorized and begun before the consultation for the 

Nuclear Waste Policy Review.  This is a questionable move by government as the Nuclear Waste 

Policy should logically be revised and in place to guide any ‘Strategy’ which would then 

subsequently be developed!? 

Implementation 

The 7000 Generations Campaign to educate and engage the public on the topic of nuclear waste will be 

implemented over the next few months, wherever possible drawing on the resources, information and 

action tools already developed by groups like Nuclear Waste Watch and Stop SMRS Action Group which 

includes groups that already draw on professionally designed materials that can be shared.  In addition, 

the NB Chapters of CoC are hoping to share survey information just now being developed by Louise 

Comeau working with the Pembina Institute, regarding the current public understanding of various 

sources of electric power, including nuclear power options and their respective environmental impacts.  

This insight into the public’s awareness could contribute to the Campaign’s approach.  


