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September 29, 2021 
 
 
To all Communities of Faith and regional members of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, 
 
As we have begun the start of fall, this year has brought about a lot of change already. We continue 
with COVID and still uncertain times. We are seeing many taking advantage of the vaccines that help 
to keep each of us safe. As more individuals become vaccinated, our ability to return to a semblance 
of our former pastoral life as faith communities will increase. What joys that will bring when we can 
again gather together to share a meal or share sorrow when we lose someone special. It has been a 
hard 18 months, but even as the struggle continues, the sun is rising on our futures.   
 
On another note, we have all been aware of the discoveries over the past few months of the human 
remains of indigenous children at a number of residential school sites across the country, starting 
with Kamloops. The numbers continue to grow and, as further research is done, those numbers will 
only become larger.  
 
As a church, The United Church of Canada participated in the Residential School system and were 
perpetrators in the disregard for the wishes of the indigenous families; thinking that we knew better. 
We must continue to seek forgiveness and offer proper reparations for the actions of our ancestors 
and more recent generations.  
 
Many of us feel deeply for the losses that the indigenous communities have suffered and the pain of 
not knowing where their children are. This has caused much anguish, not just for this generation, but 
those previous as well. As colonialists/settlers, we have a tendency to want to fix things and make 
reparations on our timelines. At this moment, we need to allow our indigenous communities to lead 
us and tell us what they need. Their need for solace, time to mourn, and time to heal, takes 
precedence over our wish to step forward and help.  
 
Through the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, a number of articles were outlined to be followed 
by those faith organizations that participated in the Residential School System. If you are interested 
in the reports of the Commission you can find them through the following link. 
https://nctr.ca/records/reports/ 
 
Our Moderator, the Right Rev. Dr. Richard Bott, made a statement to residential school survivors, 
their families, and communities. I encourage you to read his full statement on behalf of the full church 
on The United Church of Canada website.  
 
 

https://nctr.ca/records/reports/


 
It can be found on the Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice page and is dated July 19th.  
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice 
 
More recently, the General Council Executive passed a resolution to offer financial assistance for 
indigenous communities associated with the schools that were run by the church. These funds can be 
used for whatever the indigenous communities feel is appropriate to bring their children home. 
Details can be found again at the Reconciliation and Indigenous Justice page.  
 
This week we commemorate our steps as a country to Truth and Reconciliation. September 30, 2021 
will be the first annual day of remembrance with various activities planned in communities across the 
Region. Please do not think of it as a holiday, but as a day of reflection and of learning about the past, 
the indigenous culture and how we can walk together into a more-informed future for all. I ask that 
faith communities take the opportunity to have conversations and learn more about our indigenous 
peoples, the loss, the pain and what they have had to endure. 
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/honour-children-who-attended-residential-schools 
 
As we continue our journey together into what ever the future holds for us, I offer you prayers for 
this day and the days ahead, 
 
Yours in faith, 
 

Grant 

Grant Stuckless 
President 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 
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