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“Thank you for your comments about this 

terrible turn around in 

Afghanistan.[recent unrest and tragedy] I 

am gutted by it. And we’re all working 

around the clock to get people out and 

then resettled here. You can find out 

more about this at our new web 

site www.lifelineafghanistan.ca “ 

September 9, 2021 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lifelineafghanistan.ca%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7662b32a73e94ba985c808d9723992ce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637666414800805802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KkngsLOPJY82KHCUtDShP7vG%2FScmu6GhEMgHl%2FNaG%2F4%3D&reserved=0


Human rights activist, journalist and award-winning author Sally Armstrong has covered 
stories about women and girls in zones of conflict all over the world. From Bosnia and 
Somalia to the Middle East, Rwanda, Congo, Afghanistan, South Sudan and Iraq, her 
eye witness reports have earned her awards including the Gold Award from the National 
Magazine Awards Foundation and the Author's Award from the Foundation for the 
Advancement of Canadian Letters. She received the Amnesty International Canada 
Media Award in 2000, 2002, 2011 and again in 2017. 

She was named the Massey Lecturer for 2019. The lectures and book are titled Power 
Shift: The Longest Revolution. In 2020 she received the Lifetime Achievement Award 
from Women of Influence. Also in 2020 she delivered the Judy LaMarsh Lecture at 
Victoria College/ University of Toronto. 

She was a member of the International Women’s Commission a UN body that consists 
of 20 Palestinian women, 20 Israeli women and 12 internationals whose mandate was 
assisting with the path to peace in the Middle East. In 1996, Sally was honoured by the 
YWCA of Toronto with the prestigious Women of Distinction Award in Communications. 
In 1997 she received the Achievement Award for Human Rights for Women from Jewish 
Women International; in 1998 Media Watch's Dodi Robb Award and in 2003, the 
Foundation Award for Outstanding Achievement from the National Magazine Awards 
Foundation. In 2005, she received the Athena International Award (Chicago), the World 
of Difference Award from the International Alliance for Women (Florida) and the Red 
Cross Humanitarian Award - New Brunswick Region. In 2008 she received the Adrienne 
Clarkson Public Service Laureateship. And in May 2008, she received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Canadian Journalism Foundation. In March 2010, she 
became the fourth recipient of The Calgary Peace Prize. In 2016 she was part of the 
team that received honourable mention in the Multi Media category of the News 
Photographers Association of Canada for the The Real Faces of ISIS. In June 2017 she 
received the Dave Greber Award for Social Justice Writing. And also in 2017 Sally along 
with photographer/videographer Peter Bregg won the Gold Award for Investigative 
Journalism at Canadian Online Publishing for the work about the Yazidis called 
Resisting Genocide. And in December 2017 Peter Bregg and Sally Armstrong received 
the Amnesty International Canada Media Award for their work in Iraq. 

She is the recipient of ten honorary doctorate degrees and is an Officer of the Order of 
Canada. 

Her book Veiled Threat: The Hidden Power of the Women of Afghanistan was published 
by Penguin Books in 2002. The Nine Lives of Charlotte Taylor was published by 
Random House in 2007. Bitter Roots, Tender Shoots: the Uncertain Fate of 
Afghanistan’s Women was published by Penguin in 2008. Ascent of Women was 
published by Random House in March 2013. A revised version called Uprising: A new 
age is dawning for every mother’s daughter was published in March 2014 by St. Martins 
Press in New York. Power Shift: The Longest 

Revolution was published in 2019 by House of Anansi Press. 



Enrichment Presenters: 
 
 
J.D. Kennedy: 
"How to C.O.M.F.O.R.T. a Dying Friend" 
 

    
 
I grew up in Glace Bay, Cape Breton in a coal mining town. At a very young age I felt 
Christ's call to ministry but I let my father talk me out of following that call. I went to law 
school and practiced in Sydney, Nova Scotia for 10 years. Through my law practice and 
my work with volunteer agencies I saw a lot of human struggles. As I saw the families 
and lives being torn assunder by crime, conflict, shame, job loss, and broken trust I felt 
Christ's call more powerful than before. I left the law and went to seminary. Many think 
that this is a great change but I went into law to help people get their lives on track, and 
in ministry I am doing the same thing, except now instead of serving the law, I serve 
God. Rev JD lives in North Rustico PEI  and is currently the minister at Winsloe United 
Church as well as President Elect for Fundy St Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional 
Council. Rev JD has graciously offered to present one of the enrichment sessions as 
well as be a driver, videographer and general go-fer for the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the Book  
This next year you’re going to have friends who die. 

How are you going to be their friend? How are you 

going to help them? How are you going to help them in 

their final moments? As they face the greatest crisis of 

their life what are you going to say? What do you say to 

somebody who is terminally ill? Unfortunately when 

many people hear that a friend is dying they avoid them 

because they don’t know what to say or do. That 

leaves the friend feeling rejected and abandoned and 

us feeling like failures. This is why this book is so 

important ... so the Great Commandment can be lived 

out in our lives and we can be the friends we want to 

be and the kind of friend that they need us to be. 



Rev Alice Finnamore 
       

 
 
"Self-Care Hope in Action”                       
 
Alice Finnamore grew up in Scotch Settlement, York County, NB. She graduated from 
Fredericton High School, Acadia Divinity College, and the University of New Brunswick, 
but returned to school again and graduated at 60 from United Theological College in 
Montreal. It’s never too late to redefine oneself. But is it redefinition when you come 
back to what was already there for so long? Alice says, "I felt called to ministry as a 
teen, and expected to become a missionary. But that was not to be. After a degree in 
theology, I ended up with two in psychology and a career in private practice that never 
satisfied. It was a job. Just a job.  I laughed recently when I found a paper I had written 
for an undergrad psychology course in 1989. I wrote: 'The image of myself as a 
psychologist is easy to conjure. Yet at the same time, to the question regarding my 
willingness to change if something better came up, I answer a cheerful YES! If I could 
find a place in Christian ministry, I would be gone in a flash. It all fits together - my 
writing, my love of people, and my love of the Lord.'”  
Rev. Alice Finnamore was ordained in the United Church of Canada in 2019, and 
serves the two congregations of the Prince William Pastoral Charge (Living Waters in 
Prince William, and the Kirk in Nackawic, New Brunswick). 
 Rev. Alice has graciously agreed to provide us with an enrichment session as well as 
provide music leadership for our week's worship and gathering together. She is also the 
author of the words to our theme song for the week, "Into Your Hands". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Rev Catherine Stuart: 
 

 
 
The Rev. Catherine Stuart was born and grew up in Glace Bay, NS, calling Knox United 
home.  She graduated from Glace Bay High School in 2002, holds a BA from Mount 
Allison University (2006) and an MDiv from AST in Halifax (2010).  Ordained in 2010 by 
the Maritime Conference, Catherine has served churches in Oyen and Cereal Alberta 
(Internship), River John and West Branch NS, Bedeque, PEI and since March 2020, 
serves as the Regional Minister for Children, Youth and Young Adults in all 3 Atlantic 
Regions.  She lives in Riverview, NB, with her husband, The Rev. Scott Stuart and their 
9 year old son, Ethan. A liturgical dancer, Ukulele player, singer and liturgist, Catherine 
loves to bring together all of these things in her ministry.  She has been a member of 
UCW since her internship days, and is thrilled to be sharing in this 60th Anniversary 
celebration! 
 

 


