
 

 

 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 
Weekly Announcements 

September 16, 2021 
info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 
 
Weekly Prayer – Rev. Catherine Stuart, Regional Minister for Children, Youth & Young Adults 
God, as the warm summer breeze slowly cools, we remember that autumn is shortly upon us.  We feel 
the season change as children and teens return to school and university.  We know the constant of your 
love in the return of routines and schedules.  But as all these things return and change, we need the 
assurance of your strength and courage to face all that is before us.  Uncertainty threatens to shake us—
Ground us in your grace.  Fear still threatens to harden our hearts—Soften and open them to your 
love.  Anxiety threatens a louder voice—Speak loudly and steadily so that we might hear your strength 
and encouragement.  Give us persistence to continue to spread the Good news amid a world full of 
cynicism and suspicion.  Embolden our voices and our actions, that they might match our belief that your 
love is ever present and ever moving among our people and in all creation.  May it be so. Amen 
 
Vaccination Policy for Communities of Faith 
Communities of Faith have been asking questions about mandatory vaccination policies.  Detailed 
information can be found on our website at: https://ucceast.ca/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council-
16/fdee-emergency-response-covid-19/ 
 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Scholarship Opportunities 
The below scholarships are administered by the First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Board of Trusts 
Team. Policy and further details are included in each application. Deadline to apply is October 15, 
2021. All information can be found on the Regional Council website under Funding. 
 
Coughlan College Trust Fund Scholarship: Trust objectives are to further and support the education and 
nurturing of members of The United Church of Canada in Newfoundland and Labrador. The establishment 
of the Coughlan College Trust Fund Scholarship is for awarding of grants to students who are enrolled in 
a degree program or a three-year diploma program at a post-secondary institution. All information can be 
found on the Regional Council website here: https://ucceast.ca/55283-coughlan-college-scholarship-
application/ 
 
Marshall Bequest for Ministers’ Children Attending Post-Secondary Institutions: This bequest supports 
ministers’ children who attend post-secondary institutions. Further details can be found on the website 
at: https://ucceast.ca/59665-marshall-bequest/ 
 
2021 Fall Learning Event 
Save the date, three online lunch and learn sessions for congregations are taking place on November 4, 
18, and 25, 2021. More information coming soon. 
 
 



Stand Up for Palestinian Children’s Vigil 
Join us on September 17th, 2021, at 1:00 p.m. at the Sanctuary Entrance to Gower Street United 
Church.  The United Network for Justice and Peace in Palestine and Israel asks that the Canadian 
government appoint a special envoy to investigate what is happening to Palestinian children, including 
their arrest by armed soldiers in the middle of the night.  If you cannot join us at the vigil, the UNJPPI is 
soliciting a letter a month from people across Canada to Minister Marc Garneau, and their own MP 
focused on the appointment of a special envoy.   You can participate by signing up at this link 
(http://eepurl.com/htSZpb) and we will send you a template letter you can adapt. 
 
VOWR Needs Your Help 
VOWR is an all-volunteer church operated radio station, supported by public donations, that has been 
broadcasting since 1924. That’s 97 years! On August 21st a severe storm destroyed the station’s 
transmitter at its Mount Scio facility. Early estimates of the cost to replace the transmitter are in the 
$100,000 range. Needless to say, this far exceeds the amount VOWR has budgeted for maintenance and 
repairs.  
For all its 97-year existence, VOWR has been kept on the air by donations from businesses, churches and 
by our loyal listeners. In 1982 when VOWR’s broadcast tower toppled down in a storm, it was donations 
from listeners and others that allowed the tower to be replaced and broadcasting to be resumed – now, 
nearly 40 years later VOWR is once again asking for your help in the form of donations to allow repairs or 
replacement of the damaged transmitter. All donations, regardless of the amount, either from businesses 
or individuals would be greatly appreciated, at your earliest convenience, and tax receipts will be 
provided. Donations can be made in several ways: 

Donations can be made in several ways: 

E-transfer to manager@vowr.org   

Surface mail to VOWR 800, P.O. Box 26006, St. John’s, NL, A1E 0A5 

Donate on website www.vowr.org 

Mail Slot: Deposit in the secure drop box in the studio door on Patrick Street 

 For 97 years VOWR has been there for you, now the station needs your help! For further information, 
please contact Marvin Barnes (709) 579-7900 
 
MAP Handbook 
To access the revised MAP Handbook for use by all Communities of Faith in the First Dawn Eastern Edge 
Regional Council, please visit https://ucceast.ca/62610-map-handbook-july-2021/ 
 
Application for the Promise Bursary 
The applications for the Promise Bursary are open until December 1st, 2021.  The Promise Bursary is 
awarded to a person whose Faith Community has recognized in them significant promise for leadership 
within The United Church of Canada in the future.  
If you have any questions, please contact Brenda Munro bmunro@astheology.ns.ca  
 
 
 
 



Stewardship Analysis Report 
It’s time to get your stewardship ducks in a row.  

 

The Stewardship Analysis report from the Stewardship Best Practices module of Called to Be the Church: 
The Journey can help!  Ask us how: rjanes@united-church.ca   
Limited seats available for the next intake of Called to Be the Church: The Journey, beginning October 12th. 

2021 Clergy Symposium and Clergy Retreat  
The Clergy Symposium will be taking place from October 18-20, 2021 at the Lion Max Simms Memorial 
Camp. Facilitator Rev. Dr. Susan MacAlpine-Gillis’ theme for this event is Resilience and Renewal, gain the 
tools to help yourself and others connect with God’s presence in post COVID-19 pandemic lives and 
Ministry. Facilitator Rev. Dr. Catherine Faith MacLean will present with her theme of Preaching the Big 
Question 
 
The First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Clergy Retreat will take place from October 20-22, 2021 at 
the Lion Max Simms Memorial Camp. To register for these events or for further information, please visit 
here.  
 
2021 Election Kit 
The United Church of Canada’s election resources are now available for church members who want to 
engage candidates in the upcoming federal election on September 20, 2021. Issues close to the heart of 
the church—Anti-racism, Guaranteed Livable Income, Indigenous Justice, and Vaccine Equity are featured 
in core resources. Faith and Politics has helpful hints on how people can ask questions at virtual all-
candidate meetings, how to organize an all-candidates meeting, and political activity guidelines for 
churches. 
 
Burry Heights Day 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Burry Heights Day is cancelled for 2021. Hoping that things will work better 
for next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Guaranteed Livable Income – Make it a Federal Election Issue 
A Federal Election has been called for September 30th. Make Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI) an election 
issue. Here are some suggestions (add and share your own): 
 
Write a letter as a member of The United Church of Canada (or as a concerned citizen) to All Candidates 
Seeking Election in your district, highlighting that GLI is a campaign of The United Church of Canada, 
together with numerous organizations and individuals across Canada, including politicians and senators 
in all political parties. Ask the question (and request a reply): Will you and your party implement a 
Guaranteed Livable Income for all? 
 
Telephone all candidates seeking election with the above information and question. 
 
Write a letter to the Leaders of All Federal Political Parties with the above information and question. 
 
See United Church Election Resources for further information as well as The United Church of Canada 
Guaranteed Livable Income (the main website for the United Church will provide you with a link to GLI). 
 
Organize an All Candidates Meeting (Zoom) for all candidates in your district or region (this would be a 
good opportunity to work with another community organization, UC congregation, another denomination 
or multi-faith community). 
 
Sign a Petition through www.basicincomenow.ca joining with thousands across Canada. 
 
And Looking Ahead – The United Church of Canada has named October 17th (International Day for the 
Elimination of Poverty) as GLI Sunday for United Church congregations. Start making plans now for 
worship/education/action in your congregation. Check The United Church of Canada website for helpful 
resources. 
 
If you have questions, etc., feel free to email: Marion Pardy m-pardy@nf.sympatico.ca. 
 
World Council of Churches Communication Team Application  
Applications open for communicators to support WCC 11th Assembly. The World Council of Churches 
(WCC) invites communicators from around the globe to be part of a professional online communication 
team to support the WCC 11th Assembly in 2022. They are looking for both young communicators 
between 18 and 30 years old and senior, more full-fledged communicators to assist in covering the 
assembly through multiple WCC communication channels globally. Apply here or for further information, 
please visit https://www.oikoumene.org/  
 
A New Prayer Bench Program: Autumn Rambles 
Autumn Rambles is a new program beginning September 25. Each day for 14 days you will receive a 
curated digital scrapbook page to inspire your ramble and set you off on your own autumn discoveries.  
Here is a sample page for you: "Tastes of Autumn” see https://autumnrambles.com/freepb 

Join us as we walk the streets, beaches, woods, and bush and collect our favourite autumn signs and 
sightings and share our memories of Autumn.  Look in on the wisdom this season lends us in our journey 
of Faith. 
Rambles is available for Individuals or Groups. Learn more here. https://prayerbench.ca/shop/ 
 
 
 
 



Training by Plan to Protect  
Serious About Safety Workshop: Receive the latest updates and inspiration on safeguarding 
policies, procedures and training. Invite your team and networks! Time commitment: 5 days for 60-
90 minutes a day beginning August 23rd. Register for the Serious About Safety Masterclass Facebook 
Live event here. All sessions will be recorded and available for instant replay during the week. 
Register early to qualify for early bird prizes. 
 
United Church of Canada Foundation New Bursary 
The United Church of Canada Foundation is happy to announce a new bursary which is eligible to United 
Church individuals. The Transformational Learning Fund provides bursaries to individuals enrolling in 
educational programs who demonstrate an openness to being transformed through their learning 
experience. The fund was established by the MacNeill family in 2018 because they wished to support 
individuals who need resources to improve their socio-economic status and/or increase their 
transformative leadership. While individuals may apply directly for this bursary, we are also seeking 
nominations from United Church of Canada Outreach Ministries and Regions. For more information please 
visit: https://www.unitedchurchfoundation.ca/grants/general-grant-opportunities/ 
 
Centre for Christian Studies 
Learning on Purpose: Changing Leadership for a Changing World is the Centre for Christian Studies’ 2-
week intensive leadership development module. It is a practical, holistic, hands-on, learning community 
experience, and those who take it come out feeling transformed (in a good way!). Register for Learning 
on Purpose August 16-27 online (Full days—Saturday and Sunday off) Cost: $1,680 Bursaries are available 
by application. FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT THE REGISTRAR sdouglas@ccsonline.ca 
 
Centennial Celebrations Committee Volunteers Needed (4 Vacancies) 
The United Church will soon be 100 years old! We are building for a small group who can bring high level 
visioning and coordination to help the church shape its celebrations for 2025. Meetings will be held online 
as needed.  Please see attached pdf for further details. The appointment is until November 2025. 
Nominate someone or express your own interest, or for further information, please visit here. Deadline: 
September 15, 2021.  
 
Vacancy 
Springdale Pastoral Charge (Grace United Church) is seeking a full-time, 40 hours a week, Ordained, 
Diaconal, or Recognized Designated Lay Minister.  We are a one-point Community of Faith covering two 
communities of Springdale and Little Bay with approximately 150 families under pastoral care.  Duties to 
commence immediately or on a mutually agreed upon date.  For further information or to apply, please 
go to ChurchHub or contact Hardy Sparkes at hardyesparkes@outlook.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Colleagues as we move into another season of change, with the days growing shorter and the leaves 
and trees beginning their transformation, we too as a church are moving into a new season of change. 
Getting back to routine and trying to creatively find ways to be the church in our new normal. As you do 
that, I would like to offer a welcome to those who have come into our Region over the summer.  
 
Welcome to Rev James who is serving St. James Pastoral Charge 
 
Welcome to Rev. Alex Constable who is serving Green’s Harbour Pastoral Charge  
 
And welcome back to Rev. Stephen Matthews who is serving the Gander Pastoral Charge and Rev. 
Beverley Matthews who is serving the Campbellton Pastoral Charge.  
 
Blessings to all our communities of faith and our ministry personnel as we share ministry together! 
 
United Church Bookstore 
The book store is now taking orders for the following book.  Deadline to order is Monday September 20, 
2021.  Please contact Leona at llaundry@united-church.ca to place your order. 
 
Return to the Root by Joyce Rupp.  For more than a decade, bestselling author and international retreat 
leader Joyce Rupp has written a monthly newsletter offering personal reflections and inspiration from 
her heart to ours. In Return to the Root, Rupp expands on the best of those reflections to invite all of us 
who feel overwhelmed by busyness, cut off from the Divine, or adrift in the world to reach solid ground. 
 
Through her reflections, as well as new poems and prayers, she guides us to see the essential—what is 
at the root of our lives and what keeps us rooted—so that we can feel at peace no matter the events of 
the world around us. 
 

$30.00 taxes Included 


