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Dear Members of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, 
 
If there is one thing we have seen time and time again over these past 18 months, it is that things 
can, and will, change. We have seen incredible efforts from all of our churches in following the 
health guidelines, and at the core of doing that, is the call to love our neighbour.  Today, church 
leaders were invited to a conversation with Minister John Haggie, so we could get some 
clarification on the recent announcements.  
 
Newfoundland and Labrador released the details of its vaccine passport program on October 7, 
2021. This program is being described as another step in the map to the new normal, living with 
COVID.  
 
It has been confirmed today that gatherings of any size that are hosted at a recognized business 
or organization, which means for us, church services, weddings, funerals and all activities in the 
church, requires proof of vaccination in order to take part. It has also been confirmed that by 
October 22, 2021 all people must be vaccinated. Accommodations are still required for people 
who can show that they have a legitimate exemption, but that is usually made known through 
some sort of medical evidence (note from a doctor, etc.). 
 
Religious or Religious Creed Accommodations: 
The person requesting the accommodation would need to provide a note or other information 
that their religion, particular faith or genuinely held religious belief, has a theological reason for 
objecting to vaccines. The NL Human Rights Commission is not aware of any major religion having 
a theological opposition to vaccines. The United Church of Canada does not have a theology which 
opposes vaccinations so a letter from our church leaders would not be appropriate. 
 
Note: That in the case of both mandatory masking and mandatory vaccinations, the NL Human 
Rights Commission has stated that for people who simply refuse to mask or vaccinate because of 
a personal choice or belief, the mandatory orders are not a violation of human rights and they are 
not entitled to accommodation.  
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The vaccine passport will have three separate options:  
1. A physical passport; for those without a smartphone or computer access, simply call the 1-800 

number in your area to request a paper copy of your record. 
2. Through the use of an app called NLVaxPass, downloaded to your smartphone through the 

Apple store or Google Play.  
3. For those without an NL vaccine record—such as travelers—a physical or electronic copy of 

your vaccine record is acceptable. 
 
You will have until October 22, 2021 to obtain your proof of vaccination in a QR code. The required 
QR code can be obtained through the app itself, MyGovNL website, through the online vaccine 
portal, or by calling the 1-800 number for your area to have the document mailed out. After 
October 22, 2021, it will be mandatory to have your passport. 
 
Attendance at Church Services and Activities: 
For church services and other faith-based activities and gatherings, the provincial government has 
stated that if proof of vaccination is not able to be verified, then all attendees will be subject to 
certain restrictions. Restrictions will include: 

• capacity limited to 50 percent 

• masks required for all attendees, including the officiant and musicians 

• physical distancing must be maintained. 
 
What does this statement mean for our churches? One of the issues of course is being able to 
allow people to have access to spiritual care. How can we do that for those who choose not to 
have vaccinations? We can provide an alternate worship experience by continuing to have an 
online or drive-in service. If for some reason your governing body feels that is not possible, then 
your congregation will need to follow the regulations above. While we understand there is a 
conflicting message, we are being required to ask for proof of vaccination while at the same time 
allowing people to have spiritual care.  
 
You are reminded that for activities and settings where proof of vaccination or a vaccine passport 
is required, public health measures are still required. 
 

• All individuals must wear a mask that covers the nose and mouth when in public indoor 
settings – including while singing. (If congregational singing, singing should happen during the 
last 30 minutes of your worship service) 

• Maintain physical distancing (people from the same household or pre-determined close social 
group do not have to keep physical distance.)  

• Adjust seating arrangements to allow physical distancing. 

• Traditional greetings, such as handshakes and hugs, should be avoided.  

• Ceremonial traditions that involve sharing of items or close contact should be altered to 
maintain a 2-metre/6-foot separation. (Passing of the peace, etc.). 

• Instructional settings for children (e.g. Sunday school) should follow the applicable guidelines 
for day camps. Please see the guidelines sent out by Catherine Stuart.  

• Baptism - Separate bowls of water for each Baptism, have the parents hold the child, use a 
shell for pouring water, sanitize your hands before baptism, etc.  
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• Communion – Individual packaged communion elements.  

• Provide hand sanitizer at the entry and throughout the facility.  

• Perform hand hygiene before and after handling items that might be shared.  

• Weddings - The wedding couple may remove their mask during the wedding ceremony (not 
the wedding party) if they are physically distanced from their guests outside their close 
contact, and the officiant. For wedding photos, masks may be removed if participants in the 
photos are each other’s close consistent contacts and after everyone else has left the church.  

• Remember passing of the collection plate is still not permitted.  

• Hymn books may be used if they are put away for 24 hours after use.  

• If you have bulletins, please have people take them home or have individuals place them in a 
receptacle while exiting the church. Do not leave them in pews for someone else to pick up. 
  

Food: 
Providing food and beverages after faith-based activities or events, can occur if physical distancing 
and good hand hygiene practices are followed. No self-serve areas, no pot luck. Having designated 
individuals serve food and beverages. You must maintain physical distancing and wearing non-
medical masks. Food and beverages should not be shared. Individually prepared and wrapped 
meals and desserts is recommended. For fundraisers, please use take-out only (no eating in). For 
bake sales, it is recommended that prepackaged baked goods be displayed on tables with limited 
numbers of people permitted into the room at a time so physical distancing is maintained. 
Afternoon teas (not recommended at this time). If your church decided to do such a fundraiser, 
please note you will have to follow the same rules as a restaurant. People can sit at tables with 
those in their bubble. Masks may be removed when seated. Tables will need to be six feet on all 
sides. Servers will need to serve the tables, with individually prepared plates of sandwiches and 
goodies. No pot luck style afternoon teas permitted. (Vaccine passes for all of the above are 
required) 
 
For Communities of Faith in Alert Level 3 – Please note all the above regulations also apply and 
as a reminder you currently are only permitted to have no more than 20 (twenty) people at your 
worship services, funerals and weddings.  
 
Please note that as the epidemiology permits, the health directives will change, with the possibility 
of allowing those Communities of Faith who are proof-of-vaccine compliant to have larger 
attendance capacities and less distancing. While we are not there yet, this is the hope as we move 
forward.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to be in touch at fmaccuish@united-church.ca 
or at 1-800-268-3781 ext. 6156. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Faith 

Faith March-MacCuish 
Executive Minister 
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