
In Preparation of COP26 

To our faith communities and their leaders, 

As part of our ongoing work for a just and sustainable recovery, the ecumenical social justice Halifax Kairos Group is 

encouraging churches to find meaningful ways to include these concerns in your faith community communications, 

gatherings and advocacy prior to COP26 that begins October 31.  

The poet of long ago said that “there is a moment to decide’ and that moment is before us as delegates, world leaders 

and passionate people gather in Glasgow, Scotland for COP26 (Conference of the Parties).  Each of these United Nations 

Climate Change Conferences seeks a way into the future that will protect the environment and make serious decisions 

about how to tackle climate change. This time the work is considered to be the last best hope.  

Greta Thunberg: “It’s a very big task that’s ahead of us. We need to change social norms, and we need to change what 

we perceive as the crisis, and what we perceive as being normal. But one thing that it will take is honesty. We need to be 

honest about what we are doing and we need to be brave in order to confront that… And it will take the people who have 

a platform … to use that platform to communicate that we are in a crisis. Because if we do not start to treat the crisis like 

a crisis, then the people around us will not understand that we are in an emergency.”  

“In terms of climate and biodiversity crisis, we are in code red. Strong faith and moral voices are needed to tell 

governments and corporations that they need to draw down emissions immediately." Fahimah Badrulhisham, Muslim, 

Australia  

Each of us has a part to play. As faith communities we have rich traditions that address our intimate connection with 

the created order. Prayer resources can be found in many places including: 

https://www.faithclimateactionweek.org/prayers-and-climate-blessings/  

Climate justice advocacy would do well to focus on Canada’s climate inaction that is not confronting the emergency. 

Canada has failed to achieve every climate target it has set. It is the only G7 country to have increased its overall 

emissions since the Paris Agreement was signed in 2015. The Liberal government has continued to subsidize the fossil 

fuel industry while promising to be carbon neutral by 2050. The International Energy Agency report shows that meeting 

a 1.5ºC climate target means massive cuts to oil and gas demand, raising huge questions about projects like the Coastal 

Gaslink and Trans-Mountain pipelines. Justin Trudeau needs to stop construction on both these projects. We need a just 

transition now that supports workers and communities with the transition to a 100% renewable energy future.  

For prayer concerns or items for discussion, you might consider the goals of COP26: 

1. Secure global net zero by mid-century and keep 1.5 degrees within reach 

Countries are being asked to come forward with ambitious 2030 emissions reductions targets that align with reaching 
net zero by the middle of the century. 

To deliver on these stretching targets, countries will need to: 

• accelerate the phase-out of coal 

• curtail deforestation 

• speed up the switch to electric vehicles 

• encourage investment in renewables. 

https://www.faithclimateactionweek.org/prayers-and-climate-blessings/


2. Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats 

The climate is already changing and it will continue to change even as we reduce emissions, with devastating effects. 

At COP26 we need to work together to enable and encourage countries affected by climate change to: 

• protect and restore ecosystems 

• build defences, warning systems and resilient infrastructure and agriculture to avoid loss of homes, livelihoods 
and even lives 

3. Mobilise finance 

To deliver on our first two goals, developed countries must make good on their promise to mobilise at least $100bn in 
climate finance per year by 2020. (In 2010, developed countries promised to raise US$100 billion annually by 2020 and 
every year until 2025 to help developing countries fight climate change. This was part of a trust building exercise 
between the developed and the developing world. Canada and other developed countries have come up short every 
year. Canadian Environment Minister Jonathan Wilkinson and German Secretary of State Jochen Flashbarth have been 
tasked with getting developed countries to close the gap and to ensure full funding is delivered every year until 2025.)  

International financial institutions must play their part and we need work towards unleashing the trillions in private and 
public sector finance required to secure global net zero. 

4. Work together to deliver 

We can only rise to the challenges of the climate crisis by working together. 

At COP26 we must: 

• finalise the Paris Rulebook (the detailed rules that make the Paris Agreement operational) 

• accelerate action to tackle the climate crisis through collaboration between governments, businesses and civil 
society. 

 

Promote and participate: “For the Love of Creation” Fall Symposium, a virtual gathering Sat. Oct. 30, 12 – 6 pm. This 

gathering is intended to bring people together to learn more about climate change and climate change advocacy from a 

faith perspective. https://secure.kairoscanada.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=251  

 

Pray for leaders and politicians: from The SanctuaryCentre http://www.thesanctuarycentre.org/resources/written-

prayers-prayers-in-response-to-cli mate-change.pdf  

Leader: God, we pray for you to raise up a generation of leaders with the courage to take responsibility for our changing 

climate, and the part we have played in it. We intercede for our politicians and leaders – cause them to act in the best 

interests of all nations today, and all peoples in the future, in order to avoid catastrophic changes. We ask for a 

generation of leaders who will be willing to act justly so that those who have contributed so little to the problems we are 

facing, and have fewer resources with which to face it, are not left to shoulder our burden. We ask for you to fill the 

hearts of all who lead rich nations – give them your mercy and compassion on poor countries already suffering the 

effects of a changing climate. Just as they have been moved to cancel debt in the past, encourage them also to release 

funds so that poor communities can adapt to the effects of climate change, and develop cleanly.  

All: God, in your mercy, lead our leaders to truth, and transformation.  
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