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This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
Luke 2:12-14

A year ago, when so much of our care for our churches was performed online, including
our Sunday worship, | offered a scene from Charles Schulz's Peanuts television classic A
Charlie Brown Christmas to our community of faith Facebook page. Linus responds to
Charlie Brown's frustration when things do not go well rehearsing for the school play, and
recites Luke 2:8-14. He ends with the words, “That's what Christmas is all about Charlie
Brown.”

For me, maintaining that sense of awareness of God's presence throughout the COVID-19
public health emergency has meant continuing to be present to our congregations while
serving through precautions and restrictions. Without a doubt, it has been challenging.
We continue to do things and practice skills in new ways. Staying connected has proved
to be one of the biggest obstacles to overcome. However, our volunteers, Division and
Team Convenors and our Regional Staff continue working hard to keep our church
operating and functioning with God's love. | commend them for keeping the faith and for
working safely and effectively through this time.



As | continue to reflect upon the theme “Presence and Hope” for this year that I'm in
office as your President, I'm asking us to keep in mind our health and wellness through
this demanding time. Jesus replied to the scribe who asked “Teacher, which
commandment is the first of all?” with these words, “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, soul, mind and strength” and "love your neighbour as yourself.” (Mark 12:29-31)

| am grateful for the strength we have all shown as God's people, with our faith in our
God, by following the loving kindness of Christ, and by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. |
ask us to keep loving our God and one another; keeping each other safe.

As we again visit the manger where the baby Jesus lay this season, may our God continue
to bless us.

Please stay healthy and well with the peace of Christ this holiday season.

‘EQQJ‘ xe ‘n’(/)lvt;

Rev. Grant Stuckless
President



