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First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Covid-19 Update 

December 23, 2021 
 
 
Dear Members of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, 
 
Thank you for your incredible efforts in following the health guidelines.  Our churches have a lot to 
be grateful for, and can be proud of the efforts made to help our Province move into the new 
normal, living with COVID-19. 
 
As you know yesterday, the Public Health has once again made a new decision to put the Province 
back into alert level three (3). Currently alert level three states the following: 

Faith-Based Organizations 

Under the Public Health Protection and Promotion Act, the Chief Medical Officer of Health has set a 
maximum number of individuals that can be in a gathering with physical distancing restrictions in 
effect for each alert level and re-opening step. Attendance at faith-based ceremonies is considered a 
formal gathering; therefore, the number of people who can attend in person is subject to the limits 
for formal gatherings. There is no limit for drive-in services.  

Currently, the limits set at: 
 
Gatherings at funerals, burials, weddings, religious and cultural ceremonies are limited to no more 
than 100 people or 50 per cent capacity (whichever is less).  Physical distancing must be maintained.  
 
For example, if your venue (church) capacity is 300.  50% capacity is 150.  With the social distancing, 
marking the pews like before your capacity maybe more like 60-70 people.  
 
I know this is Christmas and it is difficult to be limited in capacity.  Many of our churches have decided 
to go with drive in services or moving their services to on-line only.  

If you are able to move your congregational services to online or drive in, I believe that would be a 
wise decision at this time. If you are continuing with in person services, I would suggest that you limit 
the congregational singing back to the last half of the service. A reminder to remain masked, only 
those who are speaking/singing/reading should unmask while they are speaking but mask when not.   

 



December 22, 2021 
 

 

 

To reduce the risk, please limit the number of people taking part in the services and the using of the 
same microphones.  

We have been here before and we will get through this together. Be safe everyone and above all else, 
let us strive to let the love that touched the earth that first Christmas night be our guide. Loving our 
neighbour as ourselves is what we are called to do now more than ever. 
May you have a blessed Christmas, whatever it might look like.  
 
If you have an urgent question or an emergency please call 709 691-3524. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Faith 
 
Rev. Faith March-MacCuish 
Executive Minister 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 
 
 
 


