Faithful Footprints Journey for
St John’s United Church, Boularderie Pastoral Charge, Cape Breton, NS

In May 2020, we made an application, with the help of the Verschuren Center at CBU, to
the United Church of Canada’s Faithful Footprints Retrofit Grant; a grant to improve the
energy efficiency of the church and to significantly reduce the greenhouse gas
emissions. We are very excited to report we were successful in receiving this grant
money in April of 2021! The total cost of the following repairs, upgrades and new
equipment was in excess of $44,000.00. The Faithful Footprints Program provided us
with a $30,000.00 grant toward these expenditures.

Our 30+yr old oil-fired furnace was replaced in June 2021 with a 4 ton capacity,
centrally-ducted, heat pump, with a 15KW backup. This includes a 7-day programmable
thermostat. An electrical upgrade was completed in August 2021 to allow for this
installation. An environmental company encapsulated the vermiculite in the attic which
was then properly air sealed. Blown in cellulose insulation increased the attic’s
insulation level from R24 to R60 and two new airtight attic hatches were installed. This
company also sealed the basement header, where accessible. The basement walls were
covered with R12 of EPS foam board and then covered this with 0.5” drywall for a fire
barrier. This was then painted with a mildew-resistant paint. Our refrigerator was
replaced with a more efficient Frigidaire and our windows have had Lexan installed to
improve the insulation! We think we will be thrilled with our new heating bills and the
help this has been to our planet.



