
 

 
 

 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

Weekly Announcements 
December 7, 2021 

info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 
 
Weekly Prayer – Rev. Dean Sellars, Labrador West Pastoral Charge 
O God, as we continue our Advent Journey, thank You for your many elaborate gifts from the beginning 
of time, especially the gift of your presence.  You were with us in the Garden, the Cloud, the Tabernacle 
and Temple, and, of course, in the Coming of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, and in the indwelling of 
His Holy Spirit.  We are ever bold now in asking you to give us an even greater awareness of Christ's 
presence this Holy Season - for we know that He is Immanuel - which means, "God with us."  In the lead 
up to Christmas, help us, we pray, to show a gentle attitude to everyone for the Lord is coming 
soon.  Indeed, let us not worry about anything, but in all our prayers ask you with a thankful heart for the 
things we truly need.  Hear us as we pray: 
 
for your Church, Her Leaders and Congregations, especially our Moderator, Clergy and Laity; 
for the work of justice and the healing of creation; 
for the care of strangers, neighbors, family and friends, especially the families associated with the recent 
Wabush air crash; 
for those estranged by sickness, sorrow, violence, fear; 
for those broken by the world; 
for those who are facing the end of life. 

In all things for which we pray, continue to show us the path that leads to life; Your presence fills us with 
joy and brings us pleasure forever.  Amen.   
 
Stella’s Circle Christmas Wish List 
Stella’s Circle are asking United Church groups and congregations in the Region to join them in ensuring 
that no one is left out at Christmas time. Each year they endeavor to provide a meaningful gift, showing 
that someone cares for them at this special time. Please join Stella’s Circle in giving the gift of hope to 
those most in need in our province. 
They have prepared a Christmas Wish List of new items that are needed most. 
 
Financial Resources Handbook Abbreviated Edition (Revised November 2021)  
The Financial Handbook for UCC Capital Loans and Grants for Congregations, Community Ministries, 
Camps and Education Centres has been updated for 2021 and is available on the General Council web site: 
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2021-12/financial-resources-handbook-abbrev-2021.pdf 
 
Hello Regional Councils 
The Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre, Indigenous theological school of the United Church, is seeking our 
next Keeper of the Circle and a Keeper of Learning Pathways. You can find the job descriptions posted 
here: https://sandysaulteaux.ca/employment-opportunities/ 
 
 



Christmas on Cochrane 
Everyone is welcome to join us for our newest Christmas outdoor tradition at 81 Cochrane Street as we 
count down to Christmas. Each week we will have Christmas Carols, special guests and a joyful celebration 
of community as we light up trees for hope, peace, joy and love. Come join us 4pm, December 5, 12, 19, 
& 24. Please bring along a non-perishable food item so Bridges to Hope Food Aid Centre can continue to 
help our neighbours. Suggested items: 1 litre Juice, canned milk, cereal, crackers, mac-n-cheese (Kraft 
Dinner), canned soup, canned beans, canned pasta (Ravioli,), canned fruit, pasta foods/sauce, packaged 
meals (Sidekicks, Mr. Noodles), hygiene items. 
#christmasoncochrane 
 
Annual Vigil to Remember Those Who Have Died by Suicide 
The service will be at St Mark’s, Logy Bay Road on Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 3:00 pm.  This service 
will be live streamed via their Facebook page.  This annual community vigil is held to remember those 
who died by suicide and to support survivors of suicide loss.  The vigil remembers family, friends and 
loved ones through poetry, prayer, candle lighting and music by Shelley Neville and Peter Halley.  Please 
share with anyone that you know who has lost a loved one to suicide. 
 
Self-Assessment Checklist for Communities of Faith 
Communities of Faith are required to regularly complete a self-assessment of their ministry and file the 
self-assessment report with the Regional Council. To assist in this work, Regional Council Executive have 
prepared a Self-Assessment Checklist for use in First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council. Please see 
further information in memo from Executive Minister Rev. Faith March-MacCuish along with the checklist 
on the Regional Council website: https://ucceast.ca/64597-self-assessment-checklist-for-communities-
of-faith/ 
 
Self-Assessments will need to be submitted to the Regional Council office by February 28, 
2022 to info4RC16@united-church.ca 
 
Email Lists 
If there are church offices that would like to be added to the email list through the regional office, 
please contact Leona at llaundry@united-church.ca  She will make sure your email address is added so 
you can receive all the announcements and information that is sent out. 
 
Future Directions Committee 
 We are living in a time of rapid change. It is not a time that many of us would have imagined possible a 
few years ago. Structures that we enjoyed for centuries are crumbling and the institutions must change 
or pass into significance. This is as true of the church as it is of any other social institution. When I began 
ministry in the 1970s, I never imagined that there would come a time when 1/3 of our pastoral charges 
would be without a minister and, even worse, would have little hope of obtaining a full-time clergy person. 
However, that is the situation in which we find ourselves living now.  
 
The Future Directions Committee is here to help pastoral charges discover new options to traditional 
forms of ministry. We offer some options merely for discussion purposes, and pray that through such 
discussion we may find a way forward. If you are one of these pastoral charges seeking to explore new 
direction for the future ministry in your area, we would love to arrange a meeting with you. For further 
information, contact Calvin E. Ginn at 709-535-3133 or by e-mail at: ceginn51@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 



It’s Your Call 
It’s Your Call is a podcast from the Office of Vocation of the United Church of Canada hosted by Andrew 
Richardson and Karen Medland. Ever wondered about a call to ministry? Or wanted to hear the stories of 
those who have answered a call? Then join us here and learn more about how you might answer a call 
from God to ministry in the United Church of Canada.  
https://open.spotify.com/show/6VwiRjP03j4SxJaEZgvPSg (also available on Apple podcast) 

AST Continuing education offerings for Winter 2022 are available 
For more information on education offerings at Atlantic School of Theology, please visit their website at: 
http://www.astheology.ns.ca/con-ed/winter-2022.html 
 
 

 

New gifts ideas for 2021-2022 are now available.  Once again, you have the opportunity to “help change 
the world” with your generosity, and through specific Mission & Service Partners!  A sampling of available 
gifts is included in the paper Gifts with Vision catalogue. Your gift giving choices are even bigger when you 
visit the Gifts with Vision website to find the complete list of this year’s gift options. 
 
Your gifts Transform and save lives, inspire meaning and purpose and build a better world.  Some of our 
Region’s Ministries that will make a difference through this year’s gifts include: 
 

 GWV 21-23 “Eight Hot Meals” Jimmy Pratt Memorial Outreach Centre, St. John’s 
 GWV 21-25 “Healthy Hamper Project” Bridges to Hope Food Aid Centre, St. John’s 
 GWV 21-24 “The Go Project” National Program that has been hosted in NL and has included our 

youth and leaders. 
 

During the Advent and Christmas gift giving seasons, I invite you to share some Gifts with Vision, to help 
change the world, in Jesus’ name. 
 
Called to Be the Church: The Giving Program  

 

Good things happen when a church focuses time, energy, and money on others. Carrying out a giving 
program annually lets everyone know your church has a vision that is bigger than just keeping the doors 
open! The United Church’s annual giving program, Called to Be the Church, provides all the resources you 
need to hold a successful annual giving program. Now you can choose! Check out the new Do It Yourself 
webpage or Do It With Us webpage for help and support. Downloads include a Worship Sampler, featuring 
a new Epiphany worship resource: Discover Your Gifts – Share Your Gifts. Order the full resource on paper 
from UCRDstore.ca. 
For more information please contact Roger Janes (rjanes@united-church.ca or 709-486-3239).   
 
 
 



United in Learning 
What is upcoming in the New Year!  Here, are the programs we're currently advertising at United-in-
Learning. Please click the "Read More" button associated with the program that interests you, to find 
more details about the course description, facilitators, and cost. At the bottom of the "details" page you'll 
find a blue button that says "Click HERE to Register", which will take you to an online registration form for 
that course. 
 
Leadership Counts promotion copy for Regional Councils 
To help us more fully live out our commitments to to equity, diversity, and the full participation of 
everyone, the General Council Office has launched Leadership Counts. This voluntary survey will help us 
to learn more about the breadth of identities present among the United Church’s ministry personnel, 
staff, and members of national committees (including their racial identities, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, disabilities, and more). What we learn will help us develop strategies to support who we are 
and more effectively meet our commitments. 
Invitations with personalized links to the survey have been sent to all ministry personnel and all lay people 
serving on national committees. Because each individual has received a personalized link, please do not 
forward your email to others to complete. (Check your junk folder if you have not received yours).  
The survey is voluntary, but the more everyone shares, the more we can recognize the wide diversity of 
the United Church’s leadership. We encourage you to participate in this voluntary survey. Please also 
encourage your colleagues to complete theirs.  
You can find out more about Leadership Counts, including answers to frequently asked questions, on the 
website https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/leadership-counts.  
If you have questions or concerns about the survey please contact the staff coordinating this project 
through leadershipcounts@united-church.ca.  
Your leadership counts! 
 
Letter from the Association of Minister Regional Council 15 
Warm greetings and thanks for everything you do in the service of God’s healing mission in the world and 
in the courageous care and leadership of people in United Church communities far and wide! With the 
permission of the Executive Minister, we wanted to let you know that an Association of United Church 
Clergy (aUCC) is taking shape and growing in Region 15, and to invite you to consider joining with us to 
strengthen clergy in your Region. View Letter here. 
 
Christianity and Environmental Apocalypse: Lessons from the Nineteenth Century 
Shawn Kazubowski-Houston from the Centre for Religion and its contexts at Emmanuel College invites 
you to join the event on Thursday, December 2, 12–1:30 p.m. EST (Online, Free, Register Here) for a 
presentation–conversation on Christianity and Environmental Apocalypse: Lessons from the Nineteenth 
Century. 
Church leaders in North America now confront an environmental crisis that already shapes our lives and 
seems to threaten apocalyptic destruction. However, as many Indigenous authors and scholars–including 
Nick Estes (Kul Wicasa), Kim TallBear (Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate), and Cherie Dimaline (Métis)–have 
pointed out, colonialism has already brought apocalypses to North America that are intimately connected 
to the current crisis. Read more here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Centre for Christian Studies 
Welcome! You are invited to join a CCS Friday on Transgressive Devotion.  
Join in on Friday, December 10, from 12:00 to 1:00 CST, for an online conversation with Natalie Wigg-
Stevenson on her new book "Transgressive Devotion: Theology as Performance Art." Natalie teaches 
theology at Emmanuel College. In Transgressive Devotion she argues that theology done as performance 
art stops trying to describe who God is, and starts trying to make God appear.  
 
CCS Fridays are hosted by the Centre for Christian Studies, to help us all respond faithfully to emerging 
issues in local contexts.  These are in the form of workshops and are open to anyone who might be 
interested.  There will be a presentation that will be recorded for future viewing, plus opportunities to 
engage with the ideas in small groups. 
 
You must register to participate at https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqd-
6vqDopE9zwGGJVthDNuSnjvbUXTciz , after registering, you will receive a confirmation email about 
joining the meeting. 
 
YOU ARE INVITED! 
Join your colleagues/friends/neighbours in the three Atlantic Regions in the rescheduled on-line book 
study through 4 weeks in early 2022 (January 12, 19 26 and February 2). We’ll read together Canadian 
Senator (Retired) Hugh Segal’s recent book: Bootstraps Need Boots; One Tory’s Lonely Fight to End 
Poverty in Canada (UBC Press, Vancouver, 2019. 
 
The four Zoom sessions are to be held on Wednesdays, January 12, 19, 26 and February 2 at 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m. Atlantic Time; 7:30 to 9 NL time. Each session will be 1 ½ hours duration. Meetings will be hosted by 
Marion Pardy (NL), Karen & Hal Llewlellyn (NS), Audrey Lounder and Rose-Hannah Gaskin (NB). 
 
We ask those who register to make a commitment to read through the book and to participate as fully as 
possible in the sessions. The plan is to go through 5 chapters each evening of January 12, 19 and 26. We 
have Senator Hugh Segal himself confirmed for the February 2 discussion and final session. 
 
The registration form can be found here. Registration deadline is January 4, 2022. 
 
There is no charge for the course. We invite participants, however, to consider making a free-will offering 
to the Mission and Service Fund of The United Church of Canada. 
 
Books are now in stock at the United Church Resource Centre, St. John’s, NL at a subsidized cost of $25 
(plus shipping, if necessary). United Church Resource Centre, 320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL A1B 
1T9, 1-800-268-3781, extension 6141, Leona Laundry, llaundry@united-church.ca 
 
For any further information you may contact rose-hannah.gaskin@gmail.com  or m-
pardy@nf.sympatico.ca 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



United Church Bookstore 
Christmas Sale – The annual Christmas sale at the bookstore will take place on December 7 ,8, 9, 2021.  
Christmas gift ware will be 25-30% off regular price.  As well, Willow Tree figurines will be on sale on these 
dates for 25% off.  Please note that our elevator is still out of order.  If you require assistance, please 
contact Leona at llaundry@united-church.ca or 1-800-268-3781, ext. 6141 and she can arrange to help 
you. 
 
The bookstore is looking for some volunteers to help with the inventory this year.  If you are interested, 
please contact Leona at llaundry@united-church.ca or 1-800-268-3781, ext. 6141 
  
 
 


