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CELEBRATING 60 Years of UCW 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  

ONE:  Women’s Aide and Women’s Missionary Society gathered together. 

ALL: They had a vision. 

ONE: Young women and seasoned members gathered 

ALL: They had a vision 

ONE: In 1962 United Church Women was born. 

ALL: They had a vision 

ONE: In 2022 we gather to celebrate 

ALL: We have a vision. 

 

PRAYER:  Let us pray:  We celebrate the ladies gone before us, we celebrate the ladies who did the hard 

work to allow us to be the organization we are today. Be with us through the challenges of this moment 

in time. As we celebrate, reflect and renew our purpose and vision. 

 

Please stand as you are able and repeat our UCW Purpose and Vision 

(Use appropriate purpose for your gathering Community of Faith or District or Region. All current ones 

are provided) 

Purpose CoF: To unite women of the Community of Faith for the total mission of the   church 

and to provide  a means through which we may express our loyalty and   devotion to Jesus 

Christ in  Christian witness, study, fellowship, and service. 

Purpose (District): To unite women of the Community of Faith for the total mission of the 

church and to support and strengthen the work of the United Church Women in the local 

communities of faith of the district by providing opportunities for spiritual growth, Christian 

fellowship, and leadership development. 

Purpose(Region): To strengthen and support the United Church Women in the Communities 

of Faith and 

other women’s groups where desired. 

To provide opportunities for spiritual growth, Christian fellowship, study and leadership 

development. 

To work with District UCWs within the Regions and To maintain ties with all Regional 

governing bodies. 



2 | P a g e  
 

Vision: As women of faith, We believe in nurturing Christian spirituality by reaching out 

through commitment and devotion to all God’s people in the promotion of truth, justice, 

peace, caring, and respect for all throughout the earth, God’s world; We believe in 

honouring God the Creator, and loving others through generous giving and joyful 

living; And we believe in affirming and strengthening ourselves both individually and 

together through creative study, prayer, and action. 

 

HYMN suggestion : Voices United #18 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying  

 

SCRIPTURE: 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner 

sanctuary behind the curtain (theme scripture for the 60th Celebration, Continuing in Hope) 

 

MEDITATION: “We have this hope as an anchor”. God is depicted here as our anchor. Now most of us 

know what an anchor is….the captain of the boat uses a huge anchor to keep their vessel from going 

adrift. People use small anchors to keep their pleasure crafts moored. Cottagers use whatever heavy 

objects they have.. giant rocks, old car motors any thing heavy to keep their docks from floating away 

from shore. Over the past 60 years and for millennia before that God’s people have kept God in their 

lives. We have faith in the teachings of Jesus about hope and steadfastness. “We have an anchor that 

keeps the soul, steadfast and sure while the billows roll. Stead fast and sure. 

 United Church Women have been steadfast, sure and in many instances the anchors of the 

communities of faith…..From Pacific Mountain to First Dawn Eastern Edge, to the shores of Bermuda, 

our UCW members have taught Sunday School, lead church services, lead fellowship, led world day of 

prayer services, supported missions in their communities, their church, their country and the world. 

They have travelled the globe representing United Church Women. Our members have made grants 

available for people to gather, to study, to meet with like minded women, and to travel to participate in 

mission trips. Our members past and present organized and completed fundraisers, are on our councils 

and boards and remain an integral part of the make up of our United Church of Canada. We are one of 

the anchors, with God’s help, that helps keep our church and our organization from drifting off course. 

Perhaps you remember the song from Sunday School…the wise man built his house upon the 

rock…….the rains came down and the floods came up and the house on the rock stood firm. We sang in 

youth choir….Jesus is the rock and he rolls my blues away…..We have been challenged over the last 

number of years with dwindling numbers, a pandemic that won’t quit and the unnerving reports of the 

effects of global warming. Most of us have experienced most. if not all, of these challenges. Some of our 

units have decided to disband under the pressures of these challenges. Some are in a holding pattern 

with a hope that they will meet soon, and some never stopped. This is an example of continuing in hope, 

remaining steadfast and anchored to the purpose that we repeated earlier. Continuing to remain 

grounded in the work and mission of UCW, being steadfast and sure and continuing our work within the 

restrictions and challenges. Finding new ways to fellowship. New ways to gather. New ways to study. 

New ways to witness to others and new ways to provide service.  
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The people who formed the United Church Women in 1962  found new ways to witness, study, 

fellowship together and provide service. In 2022, 60 years later, we find ourselves once again finding 

new ways. Our choices are to close up shop and call it a day, or remember our anchor and find new 

ways of being. Remember the ladies who paved the way to this moment in time, who remained and 

remain steadfast and true to the vision and purpose of the United Church Women. In our scripture , 

which is the theme scripture for our 60th Anniversary gathering in July, we are told remaining true to our 

anchor, remaining steadfast and sure, leads to our hope of entering the inner sanctuary behind the 

curtain (heaven). Will your anchor hold? Can we remain steadfast and sure to our organization, our 

community of faith and our God? Continuing in hope gives us the strength to move forward through the 

floods, fires, hurricanes and snowstorms, through the heartache and disruption of a pandemic, through 

the challenges some of our communities of faith are facing.  Our theme song for our 60th Anniversary is 

entitled “Into your hands” the last line of the last verse is “In Your hands I know there’s hope in your 

hands.” This quite possibly was the belief of those who became the charter members of our 

organization 60 years ago, and still rings true today. We continue in hope. We are the anchors, the 

steadfast and sure organization within our communities of faith. We look to the future with hope, 

finding new ways of doing and being, continuing God’s work as our sisters before us have done. With 

our anchor we have hope for our future, we have strength to “Continue in Hope”.  

What a blessing.      Amen 

 

HYMN suggestion: Will Your Anchor Hold 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: 

Dear Lord be with us as we share our UCW memories, as we remember the hope we saw in the eyes and 

laughter of the ladies who taught us who You are, and what we can accomplish with Your help. We 

celebrate the 60 years gone by. The 60 years of toil and prayer, of fun and fellowship, all with hope that 

we would be helping to provide a pathway of spiritual growth, of renewal and faith…in ourselves, our 

UCW sisters, our families and our communities of faith, in the world. Bless everyone gathered here 

today and bless the work that continues in your name, in hope. AMEN 

 

As we leave this space to continue our work, continuing in hope, let us raise our voices in benediction 

with our theme song for our 60th Celebrations, “Into Your Hands” 
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Into Your Hands 

 

(to the tune of “ I Want to be A Christian”) 

(African American Spiritual – words written by Rev. Alice Finnamore) 

 
1. Into your hands I give my worries, into your hands into your hands 

               Into your hands I give my worries into your hands. 

               Into your hands , into your hands. Into your hands I give my worries into your hands. 

2. Into your hands I give my sorrows into your hands into your hands 

               Into your hands I give my sorrows into your hands. 

               Into your hands , into your hands. Into your hands I give my sorrows into your hands. 

 

3. Into your hands I give my family into your hands into your hands 

              Into your hands I give my family into your hands. 

              Into your hands , into your hands. Into your hands I give my family into your hands. 

 

4. Into your hands I give my neighbors into your hands into your hands 

              Into your hands I give my neighbors into your hands. 

Into your hands , into your hands. Into your hands I give my neighbours into your hands. 

 

5. Into your hands I give my planet into your hands into your hands 

Into your hands I give my planet into your hands. 

Into your hands , into your hands. Into your hands I give my planet into your hands. 

 

6. In your hands I know there’s hope, in your hands, in your hands. 

In your hands I know there’s hope, in your hands. 

In your hands, In your hands. In your hands I know there’s hope in your hands. 

 

 

 

Service written by Ruth Kennedy Winsloe UCW, PEI. Permission is given to use or distribute in whole or 

in part for UCW use. Feel free to modify to suit the needs of your UCW service. Permission is given by 

Rev Alice Finnamore for the use of the words for our theme song “into Your Hands” . Tune is also used 

with permission.  

 

 


