
 

 
 

 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

Weekly Announcements 
January 12, 2022 

info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 
 
Weekly Prayer – Rev. Grant Stuckless, President First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council/ 
Pouch Cove/Bauline Pastoral Charge 
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for walking with us, leading us and guiding us through the year 
2021. We thank you for the call to stay hopeful as we look ahead to what awaits us in 2022.  We pray for 
continuing health, safety, wellness and consciousness as we are on the cusp of living with the COVID-19 
pandemic for a third year. Help us to care for ourselves, to receive our vaccinations and boosters, to 
tirelessly keep clean the places where we live, work, learn, play and where we worship. May we always 
be mindful that wherever we find ourselves in this Region, we are on the traditional territory of the 
Beothuk, the Inuit, the Innu and the Mi’kmaq peoples, caretakers of this land from the beginning of our 
history. 
 
We give you thanks for the gifts and skills of our boards and sessions, UCW and men’s groups, our children, 
and youth. Bless us as we continue to be communities of faith that guide one another to Christ, making 
faithful decisions. We thank you for all who work and serve in our Incorporated Ministries as they care for 
people in our communities. Bless our Regional Council Office Staff who continue to provide faithful care 
for all of us as United Church of Canada people in the First Dawn Eastern Edge Region. 
 
 As the star in the East guided the Magi to the baby Jesus, may you keep guiding our footsteps, keep us 
devoted in our faith and may we keep loving one another. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council Office Closure 
Following the COVID-19 briefing on Monday January 3, 2022, the decision was made to close our office 
building at 320 Elizabeth Avenue due to the rising number in COVID cases.  Staff will be working, but will 
do so from home.  If you wish to speak to any of the staff please use their email or phone number.   
The staff directory can be found by visiting our website at:  
https://ucceast.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Staff-Directory-October-26-2021-1.pdf 
 
The bookstore will be open for online orders.  Leona will take orders from home and will determine a time 
for safe pick up at the office.  For people outside the metro region these orders will be mailed out to 
you.  We value our customers, therefore, for orders over $50.00 (fifty) dollars there will be 50% off 
shipping and for orders under $50 (fifty) dollars there will be a 25% off shipping.  Discounts will be applied 
to the shipping cost. 

Call for Nominations 
The Academic Awards and Scholarships Sub-Committee (1 vacancy)  
We are seeking an individual with the skills and experience to assess the merits of various applications. 
This committee awards grants and scholarships for theological and academic work, including the 
McGeachy Scholarship.  For more information, visit:  
https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2022-01/43-61-academic-awards-committee.pdf 



 
United in Learning – Webinars for Church Treasurers 
A monthly series for church treasurers.  Formally called Congregational Finances during the pandemic.  To 
find out more about these webinars, please visit: United in Learning 
 
Emmanuel College 
Winter 2022 continuing education offerings at Emmanuel College.  For more details please visit: 
Continuing Education 
 
Prayer Bench Subscription Packages 
Prayer Bench Subscriptions packages are convenient.  Order today and receive your resources by email.  
When each one is available.  To learn more visit: Prayer Bench 
 
AST continuing education offerings for Winter 2022 are available 
For more information on education offerings at Atlantic School of Theology, please visit their website at: 
http://www.astheology.ns.ca/con-ed/winter-2022.html 
 
2022 Insurance – First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 
As you are aware, the Division of Finance and Administrative Resources have been working hard to assess 
the best options for your congregations with respect to the insurance policy. We have come to some 
conclusions and those will be communicated in a letter accompanying your invoice for the 2022 year. For 
those congregations who asked for a change in options, these will come into effect for the 2022 year for 
most and for others, it will come into effect when we are able to receive the requested information back 
from your congregation. Once you receive your letter and invoice in the new year, if you have questions, 
please do not hesitate to be in touch with our office. We understand that these are difficult times and 
that in the insurance world, things continue to become more complicated and expensive. While we cannot 
control the insurance industry, we have done our best to help you, our pastoral charges, and to ensure 
we have adequate coverage and provide protection for our Trustees, Boards and congregational assets. 
 
AST News (Atlantic School of Theology) 
AST is pleased to announce that Rev. Dr. Rob Fennell is the Acting President, effective December 
18/2021.   
 
 Dr. Fennell’s service as Academic Dean has been valued and appreciated by the AST community.  In his 
new role as Acting President, Rob has the confidence, support, and gratitude of his faculty colleagues, the 
administrative staff, and the Board of Governors.  Rob brings considered, informed, intellectual and 
spiritual leadership to his new role.   

As AST moves through the process of identifying our new President, we are confident that Rob’s skills and 
qualities as a scholar, educator, and leader will continue be of great benefit in supporting our students 
and their learning during this transitional period.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Self-Assessment Checklist for Communities of Faith 
Communities of Faith are required to regularly complete a self-assessment of their ministry and file the 
self-assessment report with the Regional Council. To assist in this work, Regional Council Executive have 
prepared a Self-Assessment Checklist for use in First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council. Please see 
further information in memo from Executive Minister Rev. Faith March-MacCuish along with the checklist 
on the Regional Council website: https://ucceast.ca/64597-self-assessment-checklist-for-communities-
of-faith/ 
 
Self-Assessments will need to be submitted to the Regional Council office by February 28, 
2022 to info4RC16@united-church.ca 
 
Future Directions Committee 
 We are living in a time of rapid change. It is not a time that many of us would have imagined possible a 
few years ago. Structures that we enjoyed for centuries are crumbling and the institutions must change 
or pass into significance. This is as true of the church as it is of any other social institution. When I began 
ministry in the 1970s, I never imagined that there would come a time when 1/3 of our pastoral charges 
would be without a minister and, even worse, would have little hope of obtaining a full-time clergy person. 
However, that is the situation in which we find ourselves living now.  
 
The Future Directions Committee is here to help pastoral charges discover new options to traditional 
forms of ministry. We offer some options merely for discussion purposes, and pray that through such 
discussion we may find a way forward. If you are one of these pastoral charges seeking to explore new 
direction for the future ministry in your area, we would love to arrange a meeting with you. For further 
information, contact Calvin E. Ginn at 709-535-3133 or by e-mail at: ceginn51@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


