
 

 
 

 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

Weekly Announcements 
February 23, 2022 

info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 
 
Weekly Prayer – Rev. Elsie Squires, Britannia Pastoral Charge 
God of power, glory and light, on Transfiguration Sunday and each day, we especially thank you for your 
presence, your gentle guidance, your quiet whispers and your powerful acts.  We thank you God for those 
moments when you allow us to glimpse your majesty and your power.  Help us, O God, to stop and listen 
to your voice. 
 
We know that you are God of the mountain and God of the valleys of our lives. We pray for staff of First 
Dawn Eastern Edge who work on our behalf.  We pray for all our pastoral charges, churches, volunteers 
and for all who minister to pastoral needs and help others.  We pray for the ill and for their families and 
friends.  We give thanks for medical staff who care for the ill.  We pray for those going through the valley 
of the shadow of death. We ask for your comfort for those who are grieving the loss of loved ones. 
 
We pray for the schools, students, teachers and parents.  We thank schools for their celebration of Pink 
Shirt Day which discourages bullying and welcomes all.  For family, friends and neighbours who touch our 
lives, with care and compassion, we say thank you. 
 
O God, on your Holy Mountain, we hear your voice saying: “This is my beloved Son; listen to him!”  May 
we respond to your words in our mountain top experiences and in our valleys.  May we all be aware that 
we each have a light to shine as we daily brighten the lives of others especially through the challenges of 
Covid.  May we daily shine with kindness, justice, and compassion. This we pray in your holy name.  Amen 
 
2022 Information Forms: Pastoral Charge and Congregation/Community of Faith 
The 2022 Information Forms can be found on our Regional Council website! If you have had your annual 
congregational meeting and have elected your members for 2022, please click on the below link to 
complete each form. Once submitted, you will receive copies of the completed forms by email. If you have 
not had your annual meeting, and have the same people serving in the governing body, we kindly ask you 
to still fill out the information forms. Click here for the 2022 Information Forms 
 

As a reminder please also email your annual reports to the Regional Council Office: info4rc16@united-
church.ca If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to be in contact with the Regional Council 
Office. 

Holy Lands Visit – MacPherson Family Trust Fund 
Please visit the Region’s website for information for ministry personnel applying for the MacPherson 
Family Trust Fund Holy Lands Visit: https://ucceast.ca/65973-2022-holy-lands-visit-macpherson-family-
trust-fund 

 



Gathering with Clergy 
Mark your calendar.  Conversation with clergy will take place on the third Tuesday of every month.  The 
zoom information will be sent out a couple days prior to the gathering. 
 
St James United Church Affirming Celebration 
On Sunday, March 13t, 2022 at 3 pm, St. James United Church will have their Affirming celebration making 
them the third Affirming congregation in Newfoundland & Labrador. The guest preacher for the 
celebration will be Rev. Dr. Bob K. Fillier. You can watch the celebration live stream on the St. James 
Youtube channel.  
 
Burry Heights Camp and Retreat Centre AGM 
Burry Heights Camp and Retreat Centre Board of Directors invite you to attend the Annual General 
Meeting of Burry Heights Camp.  For more information, please visit: https://ucceast.ca/66268-burry-
heights-camp-and-retreat-centre-agm 
 
General Council 44 
General Council 44 is starting this Sunday, February 13th! There are ways that you can get involved and 
stay connected.  

1. From Facebook to YouTube, we have many ways for people to participate throughout these 
next several months of GC44! These options are outlined here: 
https://generalcouncil44.ca/about/connect-gc44 

2. If people want to register to attend online as a visitor, they can do so at 
https://pheedloop.com/register/UCGC44/attendee/? 

3. Worship resources for congregations can be found on the website at 
https://generalcouncil44.ca/community/worship-resources-congregations 

The latest General Council news will be on the home page of the website: https://generalcouncil44.ca/ 
 
Lenten Planning Worship 
Lent is not far off! If you'd like to plan for Lent with us, the Faith Formation and Leadership Development 
Committee of Region 15 is offering the opportunity to connect via Zoom to look at the lectionary readings 
for the season together and share ideas and resources. We'll gather Thurs. Feb. 10th from 9am to noon. If 
you're planning, or helping to plan worship at any point during Lent, we invite you to join us; this includes 
ministry personnel, lay leaders, and musicians.  
Please register here . 
For more information, contact Rev. Sharon Lohnes at revsharonbeacon@eastlink.ca .  Further 
information will be sent out prior to the workshop. 
 
Understanding Antisemitism with a Critical-Thinking Lens 
The Justice, Mission and Outreach Committee invites members of Communities of Faith in the regions of 
UCC East to a workshop, “Understanding Antisemitism with a Critical-Thinking Lens”. It will be conducted 
by Independent Jewish Voices Canada on zoom Saturday March 5th at 10:00 am. See details here. This is 
a learning opportunity offered as a follow-up to a proposal passed by Region 15 in September 2020 on 
antisemitism. Click here to register. This issue is especially timely as GC44 is updating United Church policy 
positions on Israel and Palestine. 
 



United in Learning – Webinars for Church Treasurers 
A monthly series for church treasurers.  Formally called Congregational Finances during the pandemic.  To 
find out more about these webinars, please visit: United in Learning 
 
New Prayer Bench Small Group Study 
This five-week Lent Small Group Study weaves the saga of Joseph with the journey of Jesus and invites us 
to think about hard things like violence, grief, values, temptation and forgiveness, and seek faithful ways 
to respond. You can review the complete first session to give you a good sense of this study. It includes 
the study paper written by the Rev. Dr. Hugh Farquhar and process by Janice MacLean. 
See https://prayerbench.ca/product/its-our-saga-too-lent-small-group-study/  Written as a small group 
study, it is also useful as a personal study during Lent or for a worship series. Some liturgical resources for 
use in worship services will available on the study webpage.  
Lent 2022 Email Retreat and Holy Week Series 
Lent offers a season of reflection. We make our journey applying our hearts to wisdom through a Lent 
retreat delivered in two parts, plus daily Holy Week meditations. Learn more at the Prayer 
Bench: https://prayerbench.ca/product/lent-retreats-holy-week-reflections/   
Free Lent Calendar 
Come by the Prayer Bench to pick up a free Lent Calendar: 40 Gestures Supporting Mindfulness & 
Presence. Get it here: https://prayerbench.ca/lent-calendar-40-gestures/   
 
Nominations 
The United Church has launched a call for nominations for the next Executive, the Board of Vocation and 
a wide range of committees. These groups will carry out the work of the General Council following the 
conclusion of the 44th General Council in August. Over 200 people are needed! Who is needed? Lay 
people and ministry personnel with a variety of skills, from across the geography and diversity of the 
church, who hold a commitment to supporting the work of the United Church. See details through the 
links below.  
 

Serving on one of these committees is a great way to connect with other members from across the church, 
deepen your faith, and concretely support the call and vision of this United Church of ours.  
 

Please share this call through your various networks, nominate someone you believe would be a great 
addition, or consider expressing interest yourself.  
 
Self-Assessment Checklist for Communities of Faith 
Communities of Faith are required to regularly complete a self-assessment of their ministry and file the 
self-assessment report with the Regional Council. To assist in this work, Regional Council Executive have 
prepared a Self-Assessment Checklist for use in First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council. Please see 
further information in memo from Executive Minister Rev. Faith March-MacCuish along with the checklist 
on the Regional Council website: https://ucceast.ca/?s=self+assessment+checklist 
 
Self-Assessments will need to be submitted to the Regional Council office by February 28, 
2022 to info4RC16@united-church.ca 
 
Connecting Communities in Prayer 
Come and share 24 hours of celebrating rural people, places and ministries!  We start by joining with the 
41st Annual Rural Ministry Conference hosted by the Center for Theology and Land at Wartburg Seminary, 
Dubuque, Iowa, 0900 local time, 1500 GMT, on Monday, March 7, 2022.  For more information, please 
visit: https://irca.online/conferences/ 



Korea Peace Appeal 
On January 24, 2022, The United Church of Canada launched its Korea Peace Appeal Ten Thousand 
Signature Campaign and declared, “70 years is enough.  It’s time to end the Korean War.”  You are invited 
to participate in this church-wide effort to collect 10,000 signatures – you can sign the petition here 
 
Moderator Richard Bott and the Rev. Dr. Kyongia (Kay) Cho will be hosting a special Korea Peace Appeal 
Ten Thousand Signature Campaign information session on Thursday, February 24, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. ET to 
encourage and support uptake of this campaign.  Please register here 
 
As well, there is a special opportunity for young adults ages 18-30 to participate in Korea Peace Encounter 
with young adults from Korea, the United States, and Canada.  The deadline to apply is February 9, 2022 
 
Generosity Matters 2022 Playlist Link 
For your viewing and sharing pleasure, the 2022 Your Generosity Matters Playlist is now live on 
YouTube.  These are eight stories of the amazing work our Mission & Service supports. We will feature 
these, and other stories, throughout the year in our efforts to engage, inspire, and give concrete examples 
of how our gifts make a difference.  For more information visit:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjJACPvvWEs&list=PLQDu-SgFb3Ri6qP8WEABHeID1bCj4vqxB 
 
Vacancy 
Newtown Lumsden Pastoral Charge is currently looking for a half time minister (20 hours/week). Salary 
will be paid at the appropriate category (A-F) level at a rate of 50% of that rate as determined by General 
Council. Newtown Lumsden Pastoral Charge is located on a 246 km loop that runs from Gander to Gambo 
along the northeast coast of Newfoundland and Labrador. The boundaries of the Pastoral Charge extend 
from Deadman’s Bay to Pound Cove and include also the communities of Lumsden, Cape Freels, Newtown 
and Templeman. Details can be found on United Church Hub. 
 
La Scie Pastoral Charge (Zion United Church – La Scie & First United Church - Shoe Cove) is seeking a full-
time, 40 hrs a week, Ordained, Diaconal or Recognized Designated Lay Minister. We are a two-point 
Community of Faith covering the two communities of La Scie and Shoe Cove with approximately 130 
families under pastoral care. Duties to commence on June 01, 2022 or on a mutually agreed upon date. 
For further information or to apply, please go to Churchhub or contact Randy Critch at 
rtcritch@eastlink.ca. 
 
Emmanuel College Connections 
Saturday, March 5, 1-3pm Day with Emmanuel – Virtual Open House - Join us live on Zoom to 
experience the Emmanuel Community. Meet current faculty and students. Learn about the programs 
and applications process. Ask questions and make new friends. 
 
Broadview Magazine recently published a piece that highlights our Ministry Integration Seminar in our 
Master of Divinity program along with our Continuing Education Offerings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Office of Vocation 
The #UCCan Office of Vocation has a new podcast called It’s Your Call hosted by Andrew Richardson and 
Karen Medland. The podcast explores the stories of those who have answered the call to ministry in the 
United Church of Canada.  The most recent episode, Rev. Dr. Jennifer Janzen-Ball shares how the 
Candidacy Pathway came into being through deep discernment. http://ow.ly/XZ2B50HteAx  #UCCan 
#podcast #CalledtoServe #Vocation 
 
Annual Declaration of Criminal Records 
As ministry personnel (including candidates in Supervised Ministry Education appointments or other 
appointments) you need to submit your annual declaration on criminal charges form on ChurchHub. This 
can be done now, and the portal will remain open until May 15, 2022. 
 
It is essential that you fill out this form in order that you may remain on the registry of accredited minsters, 
be eligible for calls or appointments and for licenses for sacraments and marriages. 
There is no payment required, neither does it require a lot of time. To fill out the form:  

1.           Log in to churchhub.ca and click the “My Ministry Page” tile. 
2.           Look to the right for the “My Professional Requirements” box and then select the “View” link next 
 to “Annual Declaration 2022”.  
3.           Enter the date of your last police records check. (Contact your OV minister if you do not have the 
 date of your last police records check). 
4.           Tick the appropriate box for your declarations and submit. 
 
If you are having technical problems with ChurchHub, please contact ministry@united-church.ca  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


