
ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, SENATE 

 

It has again been my honour and pleasure to serve on the Senate for the Atlantic School of 

Theology, as representative for the United Church of Canada.  Due to the Covid 19 Pandemic 

restrictions, all Senate meetings held during the school year of 2021-2022 have again been online 

through zoom. 

 

Students:  In 2021-22 AST welcomed 75 new students into its programs.  36 have applied to 

graduate this spring.  179 students were registered in this academic year.  108 are Graduate students 

and 71 are Diploma students. Winter term began still online-only.  February 28 saw the 

combination of online, hybrid and on-campus classes.  Plans are for a fully on-campus experience 

in the summer. 

 

Staff and Faculty Changes:  At the end of 2021, Rev. Canon Neale Bennet retired as President of 

AST. We appreciate having had Neale for six and half years of faithful service at AST. 

Temporarily, the Rev Dr Rob Fennell ably carried the dual role of Acting-President along with 

being Dean of Students.  As of April 4, Dr. Tim O’Neill was appointed as AST Interim President. 

“Dr. O’Neill brings over 50 years' managerial and executive experience at both the national and 

international level combined with a strong understanding of the local and regional post-secondary 

education landscape.” (AST Spring letter) 

 

Others who have left include: Ms. Jane Bolivar, who served as Convener of Continuing Education 

for several years, and the Rev. Nicole Uzans, who concluded her appointment as Pilgrimage 

Coordinator of Camino Nova Scotia.  The Rev. Dr. Susan MacAlpine-Gillis concluded her 

appointment as Recruitment and Vocations Coordinator, and continues as a valued member of the 

core faculty. Ms. Lydia Hood, an MA graduate of AST, is our new Recruitment and Vocations 

Coordinator. 

 

Accessibility Committee: This new committee, chaired by Brenda Munroe, is overseeing several 

renovations. St. Columba Chapel has new accessible door openers, and, currently, the washroom 

on the main floor of the building is being renovated to be an accessible washroom.  The front doors 

of the residence building have been replaced with a security lock system, making it easier for 

people to access the building. Those renovations are part of AST's commitment to being a more 

accessible university and eliminating ability barriers to people on our campus. 

 

Convocation:  Saturday, May 14th is AST’s Convocation date, with 11 Graduate students and 24 

Diploma students matriculating. 

 

As Rev Fennell observed in the AST Spring letter, “theological education continues to develop 

and evolve as we think about who we are, whose we are, and what we are all about. Society around 

us keeps asking the Big Questions of meaning and purpose”.  We are thankful that the United 

Church of Canada continues to carry such a meaningful role in the continuance of educating 

theological students, as one of the founding members of the Atlantic School of Theology. 

 

Submitted by:     

Rev. Mavis JA Peddie        Rev. Mavis JA Peddie Peters 


