
FAITH FORMATION AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 

The Faith Formation and Education Committee have met monthly since September 2021 with the 

focus on encouraging faith development and spiritual growth in individuals and communities of 

faith. This has been particularly difficult amid Covid restrictions and societal response to the 

pandemic. However, the committee is constantly looking at ways to connect people in our region 

with the resources they need. 

 

A subcommittee called Children, Youth & Young Adults has been taking shape to look at how to 

revive youth events in the region and to ensure that the voice of this subset in our region is heard. 

Our committee feels that as the future of the church, it is important that they are given a chance to 

gather and connect in whatever way is possible.  

 

We recognized that this year has been a continuation in the struggle to feel connected when we are 

apart. For this reason we supported the UCC East clergy advent email retreat through the Prayer 

Bench and then offered a Sounding Vitality Retreat for clergy leading into Lent and Easter. These 

retreats were well received and we hope to offer similar events in the future. 

 

We also offered financial support to the Rural Routes program; licensed lay leaders for their annual 

gathering of participants from our region; and the training for camp leaders as these are other ways 

of fulfilling our mandate of spiritual development. We also continue to receive updates about and 

support Ukulele Church. 

 

The committee has an online application form on the region website for funding requests for events 

and programs in our region that support faith formation and education. (https://ucceast.ca/64721-

application-for-funding-from-the-faith-and-education-formation-committee-of-fsldw-region) 

Any questions on this application can be directed to the chair. 

 

Most of our discussions have revolved around ways to promote events, resources, etc., to the region 

so everyone can expand their knowledge around faith formation and grow spiritually. This has 

been a struggle in looking to come together when apart especially when most of us have been 

tuning out from social media. As a committee we welcome suggestions on how to move forward 

in this area. 

 

I want to express my personal thanks to members of the committee - Rev. Michelle Armstrong 

(secretary), Heather Donnelly, Linda Fuller, Dennis Livingstone, Rev. Neal Palmer, Lori Perley 

(Outdoor Recreation Ministries rep), Rev. Alice Szemok, and Alicia Walls for their work on behalf 

of the committee in the region; and to our support staff of Rev. Faith March-MacCuish, Jennifer 

Taylor, Jenn Whittemore, Tracey Rose, and especially Rev. Catherine Stuart, Minister for 

Children, Youth and Young Adults, who have been so supportive of our work. As I step down as 

chair of this committee I would like to thank everyone on the Executive for their work on behalf 

of the region. It has been a tremendous learning opportunity and I would encourage others in the 

region to get involved. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cindy Ramsay 
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