
Maritime United Church Women 

 

On behalf of the Maritime United Church Women (MUCW) Executive, we would once again like to 

thank FSLDW and Region 15 for their continued support and the opportunity to serve as UCW 

Representatives for these two regions. 

  

The MUCW executive met by Zoom in 2021 on 23 March, 14 June, 8 November, and 28 February 2022. 

The 60th UCW anniversary committee have had many Zoom calls but it did go to Cape Breton, October 

25-27 2021 to the anniversary site for a planning meeting.  

 

Zoom Gatherings: 

A Maritime wide UCW zoom call was held on 19th April 2021 with 70 + members and guests present. 

Members of the executive were introduced. Beulah Hayley, National UCW president sent greetings. 

NUCW treasurer, Carolle Dallas-Arbuckle co-hosted. Sharon Moyse led the worship. Margie MacIntyre 

spoke of the ongoing projects at Tatamagouche Centre and thanked UCW groups for their support in 

improving the hospitality at the Centre. The Rev. Janet Stobie, of Peterborough, ON, the author of 

“Dipping Your Toes” spoke to us of her ministry through writing books, being a family counsellor, and 

an inspirational speaker. The Rev. Dr. Japhet Ndhlovu, Global Partnership coordinator, South East 

Asia/Southern Africa, Church in Partnership for the UCC, had a power point presentation about “Women 

for Change-Zambia.” Ruth Kennedy had a slide presentation on the 60th anniversary celebration planned 

for July 2022.   

 

The second MUCW wide Zoom call was held on Monday November 29, 2021 with around 33 on the 

call. Carolle Dallas-Arbuckle, NUCW treasurer co-hosted the call. There were updates on the 6oth 

anniversary celebrations. Ruth Kennedy led a worship based on the Jesse Tree, and the Rev. J D 

Kennedy led us in an Advent Bible Study called “Continuing in Hope.”  There was an opportunity for 

questions.  We will continue to have Maritime wide Zoom calls. 

 

The third MUCW Zoom call is planned for the morning of 16 May 2022 with Janice MacLean of the 

Prayer Bench ministry on the topic “Continuing in Hope.” We will probably try to have two Maritime 

wide Zoom calls per year to reach out to UCW members.  

 

National UCW  

For the second year in a row, the NUCW executive met by Zoom from September 20-24, 2021 in the 

afternoons for 2 to 3 hours in a stretch to deal with the business at hand. Elaine Burrows, president of 

MUCW, Marilyn Bubar and Debbie Hawkins, co-vice presidents of MUCW, and Ruth Kennedy, chair of 

the 60th anniversary committee represented UCW members in the Maritimes. The newly revised UCW 

Handbook was approved, and is on united-church.ca and on the region's UCW page.  

 

Maritime UCW newsletters come out three times a year in paper copy, but is available on the regions' 

UCW page. There was a Spring/Summer 2021; November 2021, and March 2022 edition. 

  

Keeping in Touch, the national UCW newsletter has been taken over by a committee of the NUCW, and 

Issue 2 – June 2021; Issue 3 – October 2021 and Issue 4 – January 2022 are available the regional website. 

They are 10-12 pages long and are much more informative than in the past. 

 

On the UCW page on the regional website: ucceast.ca website under Ministries, UCW, you will find 

the following:    60th Anniversary information, minutes to Maritime executive meetings, the newly revised 

UCW Guideline book which reflects the new structure. There are four special Worship services for the 



60th anniversary that have been prepared and are available to UCW for use in local community of faiths.  

You can download these services at  http://ucceast.ca/fsldw-and-region-15-ucw .   

 

What is very evident when reading these newsletters is that despite ongoing pandemic restrictions, United 

Church Women regionally and nationally have been very active finding new ways to live out their 

mission of Christian witness, fellowship, study and service.  Although there are units in our region not 

meeting at this time, others are finding new ways to be together for fellowship and to fund raise for 

outreach programs in their congregations.    

 

Statistic forms were sent out in December to local UCW units to collect stats for the 2021 year.   

Membership dues are still mandatory.   Dues are vital to keeping a healthy functioning Maritime and 

National executive working on behalf of the membership, and supports the publication of our two 

newsletters.   

 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, the Maritime UCW have not held a Biennial gathering since April 2018, 

which was held in Summerside, PEI. We are holding a virtual Maritime wide annual meeting on 

Thursday April 21 with worship followed by necessary business. In the afternoon, Adele Halliday, the 

Racism and Equity Lead from the United Church will be presenting. On Friday April 22 we will deal 

with any left-over business which will be followed by a memorial worship service and Marilyn Bubar, 

and Debbie Hawkins will be installed as co-presidents of MUCW by the NUCW president Nancy Risco.   

 

Work on the 60th Anniversary gathering in Sydney, NS July 11th-15th 2022 is continuing in the hopes 

that we can hold the National celebration in person.  We have approximately 250 registered through the 

online registration which is now open as a “first come first serve basis”. We can accommodate up to 350. 

Bursary deadlines have passed.   This will be the first time Maritime UCW have hosted an anniversary 

celebration of the UCW, and we need Maritime support.   Our 60th Anniversary lapel pins are available 

to order at time of registration (to be picked up at the event) or can be ordered for early mail out at a cost 

of $6 each by emailing debbieh@ridgetimber.com.  Details on the event as well as slide shows on 

previous gatherings can be found on ucceast website and you can sign up for email updates by emailing 

Ruth Kennedy, the 60th Anniversary chair at ulvashepherdns@hotmail.com.   

 

Women for Change Zambia was the the organization chosen as special anniversary project for our 

UCW units and members for the 5-year period leading to and including our Anniversary celebrations.   

By mid-March donations of $81,153.49 had been received. Thanks to all individuals and groups who 

have donated to this national project.    

 

2020 Statistics for UCW from the MUCW Spring/Summer 2021 newsletter pages 9 & 11.  

 

FSLDW:  1483 UCW members; 143 units. 13 units from NWNB did not report. 

Region 15: 1364 UCW members; 133 units. 6 units from Pictou district did not report. 

 

Summary for 2020: 

Total number of reported members MUCW: 2767 

Total number of confirmed units MUCW: 276 

Total number reported Lifetime memberships: 8 

Total number of reported deaths: 171 
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Mission and Service 2020 donations from UCW 

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters UCW's donated $28,793.00 

Region 15 UCW's donated $54,674,68 

 

Total donations made to Mission and Service by UCW groups from across Canada in 2020 was 

$681,020,70.  That was during a pandemic year.  

  

I want to thank Debbie Hawkins (co-vice president of MUCW) who has represented MCUW with Region 

15 over the past couple of years. Thanks also goes to Ruth Kennedy, past president of MUCW, chair of 

the 60th UCW anniversary committee, and interim secretary for all the work she does for MCUW.   

 

Thanks to all UCW members and groups for the work that they do within their communities of faith, and 

in the wider community.  

 

We hope to have our next MUCW executive meeting in Sackville, NB in person.  

 

Elaine Burrows, MUCW President (till April 22, 2022;); MUCW Representative to FSLDW 

 

Debbie Hawkins, MUCW representative to Region 15 

 


