
 

 
 

 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

Weekly Announcements 
March 30, 2022 

info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 

 
Weekly Prayer – Emma O’Rourke, Elliston/English Harbour Pastoral Charge 
Loving Creator, Lord of All, as our Lenten journey continues, we, as a people of faith, attempt to walk the 
remainder of the journey celebrating Jesus presence in our lives. Each step of our journey reminds us of 
the events that are to come, life-changing events. As we ponder this we are aware of the events unfolding 
in Ukraine, people fleeing for their lives. We offer our prayers on their behalf as we struggle to find the 
answers as to what we can do as a people of faith to ease their burdens. We also lift prayers for our 
Indigenous families and friends, some of whom have travelled to Rome to meet with Pope Francis. To 
hear the joy in the voice of a survivor of the residential school system, as she spoke of being hugged by 
the Pope, was a moment that will be forever etched in her memory. As the vivid memories of the past still 
exist, it was evident this lady found hope. Hope that their voices could be heard in an upside-down world. 
Let us pray that at this event others will come away with what is needed to help them heal.  
 
The road we travel is long and winding and each of us are aware of the many times we hit roadblocks… 
when we put ourselves before others, times when we feel we have done enough, when we want to throw 
in the towel. Times such as these are the times we need to stop and reflect on who we are as a whole 
people of God. It is in times such as these that we need to acknowledge what it is we can do for ourselves 
and this hurting world that will make one small difference to or for all of us on this Lenten journey. 
 
COVID has made us tired and we long to be able to gather again, share stories, food, hugs, and laughter. 
Maybe we need to take a moment to find our joy again. To see the beauty in the little things, a bud as it 
pushes through the ground determined to meet the sun, waves crashing against the rocks, or warm smiles 
from weary people. May our prayers be heard for all who are in need of your touch asking that their needs 
be addressed in your time.  
 
Holy God, may we continue to be the people you have called and blessed to be your disciples on this 
planet. Let us live in faith, hope and with love as we continue our journey. Forgive us from our feelings of 
weariness and fill us with your Spirit so that we feel refreshed, renewed, and ready to participate fully in 
the last weeks of Lent. Let us go forward with boldness proclaiming what we know to be true… God is with 
us, we are not alone. 

 
Annual Meeting 2022 Registration 
Registration for the First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 2021 Annual Meeting is now live on the First 
Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council website: https://ucceast.ca/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-
council-16/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council-annual-meeting-2022 
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Youth Forum 2022 
Planning has begun for Youth Forum 2022 and we want to hear from you!  Clergy, youth, parent, leaders 
– please fill out the survey. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzZJxVFFLkUxPErLBiD1sNmfwqIrTqbmUDaNb2xZk7Eqjva
w/viewform 
Any questions, please contact Catherine at cstuart@united-church.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries – Milestones in Ministry Celebration 
Are you celebrating your 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th, 55th, 60th, 65th or 70th anniversary of Ordination, 
Admission, Commissioning or Recognition as a Designated Lay Minister in The United Church of Canada? 
If you are and we have not already been in touch with you, please let us know. These anniversaries are 
important and as a church we want to recognize yours at our Milestones in Ministry Celebration. Please 
be in contact with Rev. Brian Colbourne bcolbourne@united-church.ca or Alison Piercey 
apiercey@united-church.ca 
 

The 53rd Atlantic Seminar in Theological Education 
The Atlantic Seminar in Theological Education (A.S.T.E. Seminar) that has often met in Truro each year, 
will be meeting this year at the Tatamagouche Centre in June. (June 12 – 17, 2022). 
 
Building Respectful Relations - Examining Canadian History from the perspective of Indigenous Peoples. 
We will learn about Mi’kmaq culture, values and history with presentations on past community life, life 
after colonization and life now for the Mi’kmaq including their hopes for the future. We will touch on the 
Residential School reality, MMIWG2S, the Act of Assimilation and songs, stories and poetry will be woven 
throughout our journey of learning together. 
 
There is a registration discount for people registering prior to April 20, 2022.  View full details here. 

 

Conversation with Clergy 
Please not that the Gathering with Clergy that was scheduled to take place April 19, 2022 has now been 

changed to April 26, 2022.  Detailed information will be sent out closer to the event. 
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Called to be the Church: The Journey 
Called to be the Church: The Journey 

Coaching and support to meet your stewardship needs 

 

Registration is now open! 

 

Create a stewardship team of 3-5 people from your Community of Faith (including your minister or key 
lay leader, where possible), and spend some focussed time with a Stewardship Specialist and teams from 
other congregations.  Be inspired by a program with a proven track record, and receive personalized 
coaching and on-going support that reflect your congregations’ unique mission, focus, and resources. 
 

• Cohort 1a: Wednesday, April 27, May 4, 11, 18 from 9:00 am-11:00 am EST 

• Cohort 2a: Thursday April 28, May 5,12, 19 from 12:00 pm-2:00 pm EST 

• Cohort 3a: Tuesday, April 26, May 3, 10, 17 from 3:00 pm -5:00 pm EST 

• Cohort 4a: Monday April 25, May 2, 9, 16 from 6:30 pm-8:30 pm EST 

• Cohort 5a Wednesday April 27, May 4,11, 18 from 9:30 pm-11:30 pm EST 
 

New Hymn Addressing the Ukraine Invasion 

Greetings First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council  
 
Walter Farquharson and I have just written a hymn addressing the Ukraine invasion, "I Will Sing 
to Our God", which is attached.  The tune is not new, composed in 1985, but the words that went 
with it at the time are now quite outdated and not very useful.  Walter did not write the 1985 
words, but has written an entirely new set of lyrics to the music.  The biblical inspiration is Exodus 
15, The Song of Moses & Miriam.  The current inspiration is Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 
 
As the situation in Ukraine is timely, we are sending the hymn to various destinations with the 
invitation to use and copy freely if it is useful to whoever.  We are not seeking royalties.  Please 
feel free to forward it to anyone you feel might have use of it.  If you are interested, please 
contact the Regional Office for a copy of the hymn. 
 
In Loving Partnership, 
Richard Hall 
519-357-9583 
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 Ukraine 
Members of regional council have asked how we can help support the people of the Ukraine during this 
crisis.  The United Church has provided an opportunity to contribute financially, should you wish to do so. 
Please see the link below: 
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/ukraine-crisis 

If you have a Ukrainian community in your neighbourhood, please reach out to them and consider offering 
support and care. 
 
Host a vigil or worship service, to pray and acknowledge the range of emotions that we feel as we listen 
to and watch the news. This may also be a time to collect donations for the help and support through our 
united Church.  
 
As people come into Canada as refugees, you may want to check with your local government officials to 
see what your congregation or community can do to help.  
1 Corinthians 12:26 “when one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part 
rejoices with it.” We hold in prayer all those who search for peace. May it be so.  
 

Ally is a Verb: Regions East Anti-Racism Network Conversation Series 
Check out the Regions East Anti-Racism Network’s conversation series “Ally is a Verb”! The fourth 
Wednesday of every month at 7:30pm in Newfoundland we’re gathering by Zoom to learn how to take 
our actions beyond words. On March 23rd, we’ll be talking about celebrating Black history all year 
long.  Join us for conversation and a sharing of resources!  
Click on the link to register: https://ucceast.ca/66947-ally-is-a-verb 

General Council 44 
General Council 44 is starting this Sunday, February 13th! There are ways that you can get involved and 

stay connected.  

1. From Facebook to YouTube, we have many ways for people to participate throughout these 
next several months of GC44! These options are outlined here: 
https://generalcouncil44.ca/about/connect-gc44 

2. If people want to register to attend online as a visitor, they can do so at 
https://pheedloop.com/register/UCGC44/attendee/? 

3. Worship resources for congregations can be found on the website at 
https://generalcouncil44.ca/community/worship-resources-congregations 

The latest General Council news will be on the home page of the website: https://generalcouncil44.ca/ 
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Vacancy 
Newtown Lumsden Pastoral Charge is currently looking for a half time minister (20 hours/week). Salary 
will be paid at the appropriate category (A-F) level at a rate of 50% of that rate as determined by General 
Council. Newtown Lumsden Pastoral Charge is located on a 246 km loop that runs from Gander to Gambo 
along the northeast coast of Newfoundland and Labrador. The boundaries of the Pastoral Charge extend 
from Deadman’s Bay to Pound Cove and include also the communities of Lumsden, Cape Freels, Newtown 
and Templeman. Details can be found on United Church Hub. 
 
La Scie Pastoral Charge (Zion United Church – La Scie & First United Church - Shoe Cove) is seeking a full-
time, 40 hrs a week, Ordained, Diaconal or Recognized Designated Lay Minister. We are a two-point 
Community of Faith covering the two communities of La Scie and Shoe Cove with approximately 130 
families under pastoral care. Duties to commence on June 01, 2022 or on a mutually agreed upon date. 
For further information or to apply, please go to Churchhub or contact Randy Critch at 
rtcritch@eastlink.ca. 
 
Gambo Pastoral Charge is currently looking for a half time minister (20 hours/week). Salary 
will be paid at the appropriate category (A-F) level at a rate of 50% of  
That rate as determined by General Council. We are a two-church pastoral charge in Gambo and Hare 
Bay. Details can be found on United Church Hub. 

 
Memorial United Church Pastoral Charge & Oakland Pastoral Charge - is currently looking for the services 
of a full-time Minister (40 hours per week). This position is shared equally, 20 hours per week, with each 
of the two independent pastoral charges. This position provides leadership in planning, organizing, and 
conducting regular Sunday services each week, at Memorial United and Oakland United Church. Both 
Pastoral charges are located in Corner Brook, NL, Canada. Details can be found on United Church Hub. 
 

Office of Vocation 
The #UCCan Office of Vocation has a new podcast called It’s Your Call hosted by Andrew Richardson and 
Karen Medland. The podcast explores the stories of those who have answered the call to ministry in the 
United Church of Canada.  The most recent episode, Rev. Dr. Jennifer Janzen-Ball shares how the 
Candidacy Pathway came into being through deep discernment. http://ow.ly/XZ2B50HteAx  #UCCan 
#podcast #CalledtoServe #Vocation 

 
 
Annual Declaration of Criminal Records 
As ministry personnel (including candidates in Supervised Ministry Education appointments or other 
appointments) you need to submit your annual declaration on criminal charges form on ChurchHub. This 
can be done now, and the portal will remain open until May 15, 2022. 

 
Tatamagouche Centre 
Join us for an upcoming online gathering to close the winter.  April 6, 2022 from 3pm to 4pm AST. 
 
Weaving the Threads of Healing and Radical Hospitality with Ruth Harvey.  For more information and to 
register please visit: https://www.tatamagouchecentre.ca/events-all/weaving 
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New Prayer Bench Small Group Study 
This five-week Lent Small Group Study weaves the saga of Joseph with the journey of Jesus and invites us 
to think about hard things like violence, grief, values, temptation and forgiveness, and seek faithful ways 
to respond. You can review the complete first session to give you a good sense of this study. It includes 
the study paper written by the Rev. Dr. Hugh Farquhar and process by Janice MacLean. 
See https://prayerbench.ca/product/its-our-saga-too-lent-small-group-study/  Written as a small group 
study, it is also useful as a personal study during Lent or for a worship series. Some liturgical resources for 
use in worship services will available on the study webpage.  
Lent 2022 Email Retreat and Holy Week Series 
Lent offers a season of reflection. We make our journey applying our hearts to wisdom through a Lent 
retreat delivered in two parts, plus daily Holy Week meditations. Learn more at the Prayer 
Bench: https://prayerbench.ca/product/lent-retreats-holy-week-reflections/   
Free Lent Calendar 
Come by the Prayer Bench to pick up a free Lent Calendar: 40 Gestures Supporting Mindfulness & 
Presence. Get it here: https://prayerbench.ca/lent-calendar-40-gestures/   
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Certificate of Ministry Supervision 
Code: PT130 
Dates: March 28, 2022 - April 1, 2022 
Time: 9:00 am for 3 hours daily (via Zoom) 
 
The Certificate in Ministry of Supervision provides participants with the information and skills to mentor 
individuals preparing for ministry by equipping them for supervision including pastoral practices, 
leadership, reflection, feedback and spiritual guidance.   It is designed for clergy and lay individuals who 
are interested in supporting students and communities for supervised ministry education (SME), 
internships and field education. Attention will be given to those wanting to supervise in the United Church 
of Canada but the course will be adapted and include training for other denominations. 
 
PREREQUISITES:  A minimum of five years of post-ordination or commissioning experience in 
congregational ministry leadership OR equivalent lay leadership. 
Tuition: $280 CAD  

Withdrawals:  If notification of your withdrawal is received before Day 1 of the course, full tuition will be 
refunded minus a $25 Admin fee.  No refunds are given after the course begins.  Email registrar@vst.edu 
with your withdrawal notification. 
 
INSTRUCTORS: Rev. Brenda Fawkes and Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson, Office of Vocation Ministers in 
Pacific and Atlantic Regions. This online course is available to participants from any region of Canada or 
beyond with an interest in credentialing for supervision. 
 
Ministry of Supervision is offered in partnership with the Vancouver School of Theology and is an online 
(Zoom) format using Canvas for student and instructor interaction and resources. 
 
Registration link: https://vst.edu/courses/certificate-in-ministry-of-supervision/ 
 
It is essential that you fill out this form in order that you may remain on the registry of accredited minsters, 
be eligible for calls or appointments and for licenses for sacraments and marriages. 
There is no payment required, neither does it require a lot of time. To fill out the form:  

1.           Log in to churchhub.ca and click the “My Ministry Page” tile. 
2.           Look to the right for the “My Professional Requirements” box and then select the “View” link next 
 to “Annual Declaration 2022”.  
3.           Enter the date of your last police records check. (Contact your OV minister if you do not have the 
 date of your last police records check). 
4.           Tick the appropriate box for your declarations and submit. 
 
If you are having technical problems with ChurchHub, please contact ministry@united-church.ca 
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