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Guidelines and Check list for Re-Entry: Sunday Schools and Youth Groups-
Spring 2022

With many of our Communities of Faith resuming programming for children and youth, | thought |
would check in to see how things are going, and to offer some guidance as we move into this new
phase of living with COVID. While we are excited for the return of these age groups, as always,
cautious attention and consideration must be given to protocols and practice in order to safely
welcome children, youth, and their families, back into the programs that are offered by our faith
communities.

It is important to have a plan for Children and Youth programs and their leaders, and it is equally
important to communicate those plans with congregational members and families. As with any
gatherings, if participants or leaders are unwell, they should NOT participate. We are
recommending that communities of faith still operate with a plan in place that includes protocols for
masking/cleaning.

1. While masking orders have been lifted, communities of faith may want to consider asking
children and youth to continue to mask while attending indoor programs, especially if social
distancing cannot be maintained because of space constraints. Masking will also be important
for leaders who are providing programs/care for children under 5, as they cannot yet be
vaccinated.

2. During worship, if resuming a “time for children,” clergy/worship leaders should consider
masking and being at a distance while talking to the children.

3. During program time for both children and youth, please consider the following:

e Keeping attendance and contact information for parents of children in case of an
outbreak, even though not required, would help in the case of an outbreak

e Anyone who becomes ill during the program should also be removed from the main
area, accompanied by a leader, and where possible contact parents for a pick up.

e Use larger spaces rather than separate classrooms to allow for air circulation where
possible. Consider holding programs outside when and where possible/appropriate.

e Distancing is still encouraged, as much as possible, between participants.

e Continue to have separate art supplies for each participant that can be left for a week
in between their use.



e |If snacks are served, they are separate—no buffet style food. Remember to have
everyone wash hands before eating.

e [f singing, you may consider having everyone masked.

e Hand sanitizer should be in the space.

e Try not to share toys, and make sure that they are cleaned after use.

e Toysshould be hard surface only (NO stuffies, pillows, soft cover books) so that proper
cleaning can occur.

Please also consider any regulations your local jurisdiction may have for day camps/child care
programs. If anything, COVID has taught us that more regular and thorough cleaning is a must to
ensure safety and healthy gatherings.

For more information, or if you have any questions, please contact Catherine Stuart, Regional
Minister for Children, Youth and Young Adults at cstuart@united-church.ca or at 1-800-268-3781 ext.
6158.
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