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FROM the Rev Alice Finnamore, UCW'‘s Gather…
What an exciting week we had in Cape Breton, in July, for the UCW 60th 
Anniversary Celebration. I was leading worship and music for those five 
whirlwind days of fun and fellowship. The event was everything we had hoped it 
would be, and more. The planning committee, and our chair, Ruth Kennedy, 
thought of everything they could to make a cozy Maritime welcome for about 250 
women from across the country - all the little 
details, like the real tea cups for each 
participant at the Thursday night banquet, 
with a tea pot centerpiece and doily on every 
table.
Planning began well before Covid, and Covid 
scared us; would we even be able to meet? 
We were so relieved when the pandemic 
lifted enough that we could gather, but airline 
craziness made travel difficult for many, and 
necessitated middle of the night trips to the 
airport, collecting those whose flights had 
been delayed. Sadly, not everyone made it; 
those who did were tired but happy.
Our theme for the week was Continuing in 
Hope. I had been asked to be the Music and Worship leader well in advance of 
Covid, and my first task was the Theme Song. Early in the spring of 2020, in the 
midst of Covid lock down, I hopped on my bike. Peddling along on our suddenly 
quiet road, I found myself singing: Into your hands I give my family, into your 
hands..., to the tune of Lord I Want to Be a Christian. This became my prayer 
through those early days of Covid. I soon realized that God had given me the 
theme song, a reminder to place all our worries into God’s hands. The last verse 
concludes, “In your hands, I know there’s hope.” We sang this song several times 
a day, lifting up our concern for our families, our neighbours, our planet. What joy 
to know there is indeed hope, no matter what. 



The best part for me, though, was when we 
had a few extra minutes before the Men of 
the Deep came on stage. (Yes, the Men of 
the Deep! What an evening, just one of 
several splendid evenings!) That night, we 
had already sung all the songs on our 
prepared slides, so 250 women sang from 
memory the old familiar hymns, Blessed 
Assurance 
and How 
Great Thou 
Art. That was 
the best part 
of all.
For me, those 
two hymns 
were the 
pinnacle of the 
week, even 

more than the 
Men of the Deep, or Patrick Ledwell’s comedy, or 
the Cape Breton Kitchen Party, all of which were so 
much fun. For others, the best part may have been seeing old friends, and 
making new connections. 
But there were serious moments also. Sally Armstrong, our special guest 
speaker, told us about her work as a journalist in places like Afghanistan and 
Nigeria. She said that change comes through personal will, not through 
government programs. Change comes when someone stands up to say that the 
things happening in our communities and our world are not okay. We need to put 
our words into action. “Evil drives apathy,” she said. “Apathy is evil.” No one is an 
innocent bystander. Doing nothing is tacit consent. At the very least, she said, we 
can write letters to our MP’s.
JD Kennedy was another speaker, telling us how to comfort a dying friend. I 
didn’t hear all of what he was saying, as I got a call from my dear friend, Sassi, 
with the news that she had a diagnosis of mouth cancer. I want to thank all the 
women at the conference who supported me through that difficult day, and who 
prayed with me for my friend. Sassi has healed from her surgery remarkably well. 
She still faces weeks of chemo and radiation, but she tells me how much it has 
helped to know that so many women across the country are praying. Thank you.



I have another update to share. On the first night, I told the gathering about a 
little girl who brought her family to church. Little girls don’t usually drag their 
whole family to church, but Harper did. We so rarely had newcomers. Would they 
come back? Was there any hope? Yes! They came! And on the second Sunday, 
Harper told me she wanted to be baptized! Soon her 
little brother, Huxley, shared that desire. These 
children and their parents have been coming to 
church almost every Sunday since then. Their 
presence gives us hope. At Kirk United, hope's 
name is Harper. 
The women at the conference were so uplifted by 
the story, that they wanted to do something for these 
children. Each table made a hand drawn card of 
congratulations to be presented to them on the day 
of their baptism. What a secret to keep, and such 
beautiful cards! On Thanksgiving Sunday, I baptized 
Harper and Huxley, and welcomed their parents into 
membership. When I told the story, and gave them 
the cards, there was hardly a dry eye in the place. 
This is the magic of United Church Women. Their 
love and support carries us through. Their creativity encourages us and fills us 
with hope. They are Love Incarnate, and a wave of hope from coast to coast to 
coast.

Two Rivers Pastoral Charge celebrates…AFFIRM!

Ross Sherwood – 
chair of the TRPC 
Official Board and 
their Mission & 
Service Enthusiast 
shared his 
reflection on what it 
means to be 
Affirming at Two 
Rivers World Wide 
Communion 



Sunday. Ross is happy to visit your pastoral charge and share from his 
experience. Please contact the editor and she will put you in touch….
Good morning! First I would like to introduce Joel McElhinney, my partner, who 
will be accompanying me with some background music during the reflection. 
Thank you Jo
Joel selected three pieces of music to share during the reflection. “Oceans” by 
Hillsong speaks of how we need to always lean to God, to keep above the waves 
from drowning and that becoming Affirming is to move to uncharted waters where 
God is calling us to the waters of acceptance, to always trust without borders. “It 
is Well” by Kristen DeMarco speaks of the seas that are stirred in our lives which 
with God can be calmed and that the mountains in front of us can be the hatred 
and intolerance that some people foster but through it all, with our eyes focussed 
on God, It is Well. And “Your Great Name” by Natalie Grant…well this song can 
speak so much but to summarize it, what I can is “GOD IS LOVE”
I am sharing a reflection I created, with a few thoughts from 3 friends who I hold 
close to my heart, for last spring’s Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional 
Annual meeting
May the words of my mouth and meditations of all our hearts be acceptable in 
your sight. 
A while back I was sitting reading an article on line ‘Welcoming, but not affirming’: 
being gay and Christian posted August 2016. (This was shortly after Two Rivers 
Pastoral Charge, our church, began a year long process of planting seeds, 
asking questions, sharing and working towards understanding just what it means 
to becoming ‘Affirming’.) This article is a conversation back and forth from the 
perspectives of a Gay Christian and the leader of a Pentecostal Charismatic 
church. I won’t get into the whole article but I would like to share some of the 
comments from the leader and the Gay Christian.
Leader: “At the moment our position is that if you’re going to volunteer here that 
we would hold to a fairly orthodox position of scripture…so yeah, we do have a 
line, and that line is drawn to just being a member of the church but because you 
are gay, you will not be able to take part in any leadership positions.”
Gay Christian: “Imagine, I not allowed to take up the offering! I was simply 
looking to be actively involved and become a member of the church…BUT 
because I am gay that was sufficient for (them) to turn around and say no. I 
thought to myself “That’s just not right”
Leader: Being part of a Christian community is…The body, everyone’s got a part 
and a role to play, “Oh, but now you say you’re gay, you can’t do that anymore
Gay Christian: “I grew up in church, understanding that God created me and 
loved me for who I am BUT when I shared with my church that I am in a same 
sex relationship, I was told that I had to step away from my duties at the church, 



forcing me to leave, feeling so sad because for me it was my space for 
belonging. All of my formation happened at church. That’s just not right”.
Gay Christian: “There really is no self-respect in staying inside a community that 
holds up a banner saying ‘welcome home’, while simultaneously rejecting your 
very presence by silence. The silence was like thunder to me”
Imagine being a part of a church that does not accept you for who God created 
you to be!!!
Affirming Ministries seek to go beyond issues of gender diversity and sexual 
orientation to work for justice and inclusion for all people. In June of 2017, I am 
so very proud to say that we, Two Rivers Pastoral Charge, voted unanimously in 
favor of becoming an Affirming Community!
Through a process of discernment and reflection, Affirming Ministries discover 
what it means for them to be inclusive and justice-seeking. They prepare a 
statement of faith and vision that sets out their ongoing commitment to work for 
justice on issues of gender diversity and sexual orientation within their 
congregation, the wider church, and their community, and to support and 
participate in the Affirming Ministry Program.
Shortly after becoming an Affirming Community, Two Rivers created and adopted 
our Inclusivity Statement.
We the people of Two Rivers Pastoral Charge publicly declare our commitment to 
create a community that will celebrate the blessings of and the support of one 
another in our diverse life experiences; a community where all people are 
welcome regardless of age, gender, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
differing abilities, ethnic background, life experiences, generational culture, 
economic circumstances and others we have yet to discern.
As such we will continually seek to identify and dismantle barriers that hinder the 
participation and inclusion of marginalized groups and individuals. 
All persons are welcome to take part in every aspect of church life including 
memberships, leadership, celebrating life passages and marriage.
We celebrate the richness that diversity brings to our church, even as it 
challenges us. We pray for God’s spirit to guide us as we work for reconciliation 
and justice for all persons in both church and society.
BUT…it doesn’t stop there. It doesn’t mean “okay, that’s done!! (Sharing from 
Open Hearts: A Resource for Affirming Ministries in The United Church of 
Canada). “It is more than offering a welcome. Being an Affirming Ministry is not 
merely about welcoming gay, lesbian, and transgender people. Words like 
welcoming or inclusion suggest those on the inside have the power to choose to 
accept those on the outside. This makes it sound like an act of charity to 
welcome those who are different or marginalized. However, it is not our place to 
welcome anyone because church is not a private club and we are not the 



gatekeepers. As soon as one new person comes through the doors, the 
community becomes a ‘new’ community”.
I reached out to some members of Two Rivers to ask their thoughts on what it 
feels like to be an Affirming Church? What has changed? And, what are the 
challenges?
Bette Ashley shares… “ I believe it has brought our three congregations closer 
together. I think we are living out what God wants us to be. More welcoming, 
more understanding and to show love to all people.
Two Rivers has always been welcoming churches. I remember the first time I 
walked through the door at Summerville, I felt this is so right! The education 
during our time of becoming an Affirming congregation was well done, gave 
everyone valuable information and freedom of voting. 
As Jesus said ‘love one another as I have loved you’.”
Chris Patstone shares… “I’ve related it a lot to my call to share the good news 
about God, Jesus and faith. I like to think that myself, my faith and my church 
function and live to help bring others closer to God, closer to their own faith. To 
help others discover that God is with us and God loves us and God is Love! This 
House of God (TRPC), is love, is support, is caring, is holy… and thanks to being 
Affirming, others are discovering this as well. 
Some of our church’s old teachings and practises raised barriers between people 
and the love of God. Our Church (us the people) being Affirming, in action and 
word, serves to lower barriers between people and God. It can make the road 
easier, or even possible, for others to discover the life-changing love of God. 
After all, isn’t this what the church is suppose do, bringing people closer to God.
I get emotional when I hear the stories from others, about when they see the 
signs of welcome and affirmation on our website or outside our churches. How, 
for some, who in the past have felt unwelcome or unloved by churches; now 
know with certainty, that this house of God welcomes, supports and loves them! 
God loves us no matter who we love he just wants us to love!!! As Jesus reminds 
us, the most important of all commandments is to love God and love each other!” 
Josie Pike shares… “I think we are now a much more 'open' pastoral charge....I 
believe we voted to become an affirming pastoral charge thinking that we were 
reaching out to those who do not sit in our pews (via our signage).....and indeed 
we were...but...
I have noticed so many changes 'within' our charge. We are more open and 
welcoming with ourselves.....many people have since shared their own 
stories....stories that perhaps they were not sure (before affirming) would be 
heard without being judged . And how else do people become closer, by trusting 
enough to confide. 



I feel strongly that when stories are shared that there is acceptance.....of the 
story itself…..of the feelings of the storyteller.....of the subjects of the story.
And love.....there has always been love in our pastoral charge but I feel now that 
it has grown even bigger, even stronger....and we are loving the love that has 
changed us and embraced us . 
I believe that by becoming an affirming charge we have given ourselves a 
voice.....a quietly strong one that we can draw upon when we find ourselves in 
social situations where others question what the rainbow signage at each of our 
churches means (I had an opportunity to do just that recently...and I believe I did 
it with love).
The hard, perhaps challenging, part for me personally, is when I encounter 
people who do not think like I do.....like when 'jokes' about others are made....or 
when derogatory names are used to describe .......I have always avoided 
confrontation at all costs and kept quiet....but since our process of becoming 
affirming, I believe I have found my voice, because being quiet means I agree 
with what is being said, doesn't it? I may not always have the courage to speak 
up but I am working on it because it's important to me.....and I have my pastoral 
charge behind me”.
1 Corinthians 12:12 “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” We 
are all created in God’s image, God created each of us for who we are! No 
matter our age, race, sexual orientation, gender identity, our differing abilities, 
ethnic background, life experiences or generational culture. God loves us for who 
we are…God does not judge nor does he expect us to judge! For to know God is 
to know love!
As Rev. Kate shared during a recent reflection and I quote “being Affirming is a 
journey, not a destination. It’s not just something Two Rivers did back in 2017 – it 
is something that is an ongoing commitment to be willing to have our barriers 
broken down. It isn’t always going to be easy – as our inclusivity statement 
reads, ‘we celebrate the richness that diversity brings to our church even as it 
challenges us’. There is no tension between the celebration and the challenge. 
God is always pushing us beyond our comfort zone, pushing us into a broader 
understanding of love and acceptance. For God’s love isn’t just for the ‘in-crowd’. 
God’s love is for everyone; and who are we to stand in God’s way?”
As a man of faith who is gay, I feel so very blessed to call Two Rivers Pastoral 
Charge, within the Region of Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters under the 
umbrella of the United Church of Canada…MY CHURCH…MY HOME…MY 
FAMILY!!!
Amen!



Do I Stay Christian? 

A new book by author Brian McLaren

All of us have met the person who have asked us the question… “Why are you still 
Christian?” Brian McLaren takes a look at that question in his new book.

McLaren lays the book out in three sections. The first section, reasons to leave; the 
second, reasons to stay: the third, how shall we live.

Among the reasons McLaren views as reasons to leave are 1) historic and current anti-
Semitism; 2) the church's habit of crushing dissenters; 3) a history of Christian 
colonialism, including support for slavery, White supremacy and White Christian 
nationalism; 4) toxic institutionalism; 5) financial greed; 6) white patriarchy; 7) rigid 
theology; 8) the inability of Christianity to transform live; 9) an anti-intellectual streak 
that rejects science and encourages poisonous politics and 10) an aging demographic that 
tends towards regressive points of view. These aren't the only arguments, but really they 
represent his most compelling.

I will confess to thinking “why am I still a Christian” after reading Part One.

Part two, reasons to stay perhaps, a little less compelling. McLaren suggests that by 
staying, we are offered the opportunity to fix Christianity, turning the institution of 
Christianity into an organization that Jesus might applaud.

Lastly, McLaren tries to address the question, How shall we live. I say tries to because his 
humanist agenda is not particularly well spelled out. Instead, it is a more abstract vision 
of what the future might be.

I have found the permission and freedom to be a new kind of Christian, a progressive 
Christian, a contemplative activist, Christian, a Christian humanist or whatever you want 
to call me. I am learning to be content whatever I'm called as long as I remain 
passionately eager to embody a way of being human that is pro-justice, pro-kindness, 
pro-humility. You have that permission too if you would like it. - Brian McLaren

Regardless of where you land on the spectrum, the book is a good read. I recommend it.



Copyright (C) 2022 Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council. All rights reserved. 
You signed up to receive SPARK Newsletter 
Our mailing address is:

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council

21 Wright St

Sackville, NB E4L 4P8

Canada


