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“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 

the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.”  

Isaiah 9:2 

 

Greetings in the name of the Advent God! 

 

In the Philippines, the country where I grew up, Advent begins as soon as the month of 

September arrives. You can feel the spirit of the season in the malls, restaurants, and public 

vehicles. Everywhere you go the mood is festive, albeit Advent and Christmas are still 

months away. Despite the political and economic challenges our people are going through, 

they are not deterred, rather, there is always a sense of excitement as they wait for the birth 

of the Christ Child. It is a cultural thing, but perhaps the Filipinos, especially those affected 

by the inequity of resources, must have to be oblivious for the moment to embrace the 

hope which Advent brings. The hope that someday justice will prevail. 

 

I share this with you because today, in this season of Advent, our Province and the entire 

world are faced with economic unpredictability. The inflation has spiked up the prices of 

food and commodities and the cost of living seems unbearable. The price of oil, gas and 

electricity continue to soar which people fear especially as the cold weather approaches. 

And, to add to the economic stress, we are also faced with health crisis, climate change 

issues, not to mention our personal turmoil, and the challenges we face within our faith 

communities. 
…2 



 

 

Friends, amidst the daunting reality, our faith points us to the God of Advent who assures 

us that, in the darkest moments of our lives, the light is dawning. We hear the words of 

Prophet Isaiah,  

“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 

the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.”  

Isaiah 9:2 

 

We claim this message for ourselves, our families, our faith communities and the global 

communities. The God of Advent is present even in the dark hours of our life, bestowing 

upon us strength and courage to stand firm as we are held by the Spirit who leads us to 

the land of light and deliverance. This is our faith! The One who experienced the darkest 

hours on the cross understands the turmoil we are going through. His resurrection 

conquered darkness, hence, the birth of hope!  

 

My dear friends, in good and difficult times, our faith embraces hope. When we are 

"between a rock and a hard place" we often ask the question, ‘Where is our refuge? It’s 

okay to ask this question, but our Advent God invites us to ask instead, not where is our 

refuge, rather, who is our refuge? Christ is our refuge and hope in good and difficult times. 

 

This Advent season and throughout, may the hope of the Spirit bless you, may peace amidst 

trials surround you, and may the embrace of God’s love, who walks us to Bethlehem’s stable, 

be celebrated in your hearts. 

 

In Christ,   

 

 
Rev. Nancy Mojica-Fisher 

President, First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


