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Dear Friends in Bermuda and Nova Scotia, 

 

This morning, a gentle Advent-Message-reminder arrived in my inbox right before I went 

into a Zoom Room with KAIROS Halifax.  I am so honoured to be part of this ecumenical 

group working together for justice at home and around the globe. Being in this Zoom 

Room imparts so much spirit-energy. I leave every meeting with information about 1) who 

and what needs protecting; 2) who needs to be nudged to protect what needs protecting; 

3) how each of us, individuals and groups, can be part of protecting land, sea, and air.   

 

Like Old and New Testament prophets, folks in this Zoom Room are responding to the 

Spirit’s urgent call.  And, like the prophets, they know their pleas may arrive in the ears of 

those who don’t have ears to hear, or who lack the compassion and hope which moves 

us to act.  

 

In the KAIROS Zoom Room, justice problems we discuss are solvable. The only 

requirement: People-Power empowered by God-Power.  
…2 



 
 

To the spirit-in-creation’s question: Who shall I send?  KAIROS Halifax members, like every 

Working Group member of JMOC, respond: “Here I am Lord?  Send me!” 

 

At the beginning of every Church year, I am faced with a recurring moral dilemma. A small 

thing, in light of Earth’s big justice problems, it is very big for me.  Before December 25th, 

I have a choice to make: Do I have a Christmas tree this year?   

 

I want a tree. My dilemma:  I don’t need a tree. Should a tree be killed for my pleasure?  

The most obvious answer given my beliefs and values is “No!”  That the decorated tree 

would spend the last week of December and next two months in my great room, a lot 

longer than most Christmas trees remain up, doesn’t justify “Yes.”  If I needed to kill a tree 

so I could stay alive, maybe killing the tree would be okay.  But, can I justify making a tree 

die only to make me very happy? Only for my pleasure?   
 

 

Reader, if this was November 1957, ’67, ’77, or ‘87, you could easily convince me to head 

happily out to buy a Christmas tree by saying: “Sandi, you’re making a mountain out of a 

mole-hill.  Having a Christmas tree is no big deal; -no great sin.”   

 

Unfortunately, since 1997, this “argument” hasn’t worked for me. Encountering an all-my-

relations ethics at the Native Philosophy Project at Lakehead University changed 

everything. When all Creation is in the moral community, making choices is more 

complicated. You have obligations to everything!  Not only other humans.  You can wrong 

a tree. 

 

My understanding of trees further complicates my Christmas tree decision. Trees 

represent Creation and the Creator’s nature. The Creator breathes life into everything that 

lives, when trees breathe out oxygen. The Creator saves us from the carbon we 

unnecessarily pump into the air, when trees breathe it in and protect us from ourselves.  

The spirit-of-god in a tree reveals the Creator’s steadfast love and never-ending mercy.  

We celebrate Creator’s love and mercy during the entire Christian year, beginning with 

the first Sunday in Advent. 

 

In the week before the first Sunday in Advent, I will be in Riga, Latvia. If I was home, like 

many of you, I would be gathering with members of my community of faith to decorate 

the beautiful tree, which will sit beside the organ until the week after Old Christmas. No 

guilt in this time of celebration. Only guilt, if the tree was cut down for me. An only-for-

me-tree crosses the line between an action my beliefs and values can morally justify and 

an unjustifiable action. For only me, it feels wrong.    

 

The Advent candles we begin lighting this Sunday, symbolize hope, peace, joy, and love.   
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Jesus coming into the world meant Christians, down through the ages, experienced what 

these words name. When people gathered to listen to Jesus, he asked them to be the 

light of the world and to love one another.  He inspired many of those who heard him 

speak and stories of Jesus have been inspiring those who call him friend ever since.   

 

In every generation, in every place where there are followers of Jesus, they have tried to 

figure out what it means to be the spirit-of-god in the world. How can we light up the 

world as Jesus did?  How can we love one another as Jesus loved?   

 

This year, as I watch the flickering Advent candles I will be reflecting on what each candle 

tells me about how to love a tree. I will reflect on what each candle says to me when 

placed in the context of what the spirit-of-god is saying in the prophet Micah’s words: 

What does the Lord require of you?  To seek justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 

your god.”  
 

Last year, on December 24th, I bought a Christmas tree. My neighbour has a Christmas 

tree lot. The tree, pictured at the beginning of my letter, was one of four or five trees lying 

on the ground beside his driveway. I reasoned that I would be respecting the tree, if I took 

it home and cared for it until it was tired of living indoors. Early in 2023, I will share with 

you how I arrived at this year’s answer to my Christmas tree dilemma.   

 

In the meantime, during Advent, my hope for every person, in every community of faith 

in Region 15, is that you experience the hope, love, joy and peace Jesus came to offer 

everyone, everywhere.   

 

All good things, 

 

Sandi 

Sandi Tomsons 

President, Regional Council 15 


