
 

 
 

 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

Weekly Announcements 
January 17, 2023 

info4rc16@united-church.ca       Staff Directory 
Making Hope Visible Podcast – Justice and Mission Network of the Atlantic Regions of the United Church of Canada 

First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is on Facebook! 
 

Weekly Prayer – Rev. Jocelyn Cook, Humber United Church & Pasadena-Howley Pastoral 
Charge 
O Holy One, thank you for a year that has passed. We have seen many changes in our personal lives, in 
our families, in our communities, in our church family, and in our world. Through all these changes, you 
have not been on the sidelines, God, but your Spirit has been an active presence wherever and whenever 
needed.   
 
As we enter this New Year, we know not what is before us. Some of us will again be witness to change, 
but through whatever happens in our lives, you have promised to be with us to offer comfort and strength. 
We are so grateful for your presence, your guidance and wisdom. How can we go wrong with you by our 
side? 
 
We have witnessed once again the birth of your Son as a tiny baby sent to show us how to live and how 
to love and to renew broken spirits and hearts. We have seen you at work in the eyes of a stranger, 
through a smile, through a hand held out in welcome. May we continue to recognize you in our daily lives. 
 
May we always remember your gifts to us – those of wisdom and integrity. And may we link our hearts 
with yours and with each other as we rejoice at this opportunity to share the peace which you offer to us 
and to each other. 
 
I’d like to conclude this prayer with words by Jan Richardson from Sacred Journeys, “Loving God, you 
allowed many to share in your birth. Grant me (us) wisdom to recognize and care for you as you are 
birthed in the community that I (we) share.” 
 
We pray this in and through the name of that Prince of Peace, Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
Covenanting Service 
There will be a Covenanting service between Rev. Simon Muwowo, St Paul’s United Church, Deer Lake 
and the First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council on January 22, 2023 at 2:00pm.  This service will be Led 
by their Liaison Mr. Derek White with guest preacher Rev. Nancy Mojica-Fisher, President of First Dawn 
Eastern Edge Regional Council.   
 
Continued Training for Liaisons 
There are times as a liaison you might be asked to help a Pastoral Charge with navigating the ChurchHub.  
Pastoral Relations is pleased to offer training in the ChurchHub with Deb Kigar on January 20, 2023 at 
11am.  More information and links to the zoom call will be sent on Wednesday, January 18, 2023. If you 
are a liaison and do not receive a link please contact Rev. Heather Sandford at hsandford@united-
church.ca  



2023 Annual Declaration  
The 2023 Annual Declaration for ministry personnel is now open, until May 19, 2023. It’s free and only 
takes a few minutes. Log in to churchhub.ca, (remember that Chrome or Edge are preferred browsers for 
ChurchHub; Safari is not optimal).  If you make your Annual Declaration (about whether you’ve had 
criminal charges in the last year or not) each year, you do not need to get a new police records 
check! Need help accessing ChurchHub? Please contact ministry@united-church.ca 
 
Save the Date: January 31, 2023 
RETIREMENT WORKSHOP:  For those that are retiring and for those who may retire at some point in the 
future. 
First Dawn Eastern Edge regional Council will be offering this workshop to help prepare those who are 
retiring and will retire.  It is never too early to prepare for retirement.  This workshop will help us to 
prepare financially and ethically for that time in our lives.  More information and a link to the registration 
will follow in the announcements next week.   
 
Ally is a Verb 
Have you ever wanted to know more about land acknowledgments, or wondered why land 
acknowledgments are offered in church settings? Join the Regions East Anti Racism Network on January 
25th from 2:00-4:00pm Atlantic Time for conversations and to learn how to prayerfully craft your own 
land acknowledgements! Click here to register:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBYGuutgnyoc8eYPGLRMT_kIZoM1zA47iv7u-
P7uNjTHhZFQ/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2aD907yIgYp-PHsCTeEzOsMllI_Ag-5urcoR2Hr-klRpVIZFh9M6s0DcA 
 
Festival of Biblical Telling  
“Biblical Telling: A New Way Home”.  A 2 ½ day online festival to explore the art of discipline of telling 
scripture by heart.  February 3-5, 2023.  For more information please visit: https://www.nbscanada.org/ 
 
Invitation to Participate 
Still seeking two interviews.  If you have an hour to spare, please consider helping. 
Invitation to Participate 
 
Stephanie Rose, Minister at Port Blandford Pastoral Charge and Master of Divinity student at Atlantic 
School of Theology, is currently conducting a research project on UCC clergy responses to requests to offer 
infant baptism from parents who are not active participants in a community of faith.  The research will 
take the form of in-person interviews lasting approximately one hour of uninterrupted time. 
   
To participate in this study, volunteers should be ordained ministers who are currently active in 
congregational ministry and willing to meet in-person. Stephanie is willing and able to travel to points 
along the highway between Gander and St. John’s and most points on the Avalon Peninsula.  There is no 
remuneration for this project other than the joy of knowing you have contributed to the knowledge of 
our church and maybe a cup of coffee.   
 
If you would like to know more before committing, or you would like to participate, please contact 
Stephanie at (709) 687-5749, or by email at stephanie.rose@astheology.ns.ca. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayer Bench 
The prayer bench offers two subscription packages until the end of January.  A personal subscription and 
group subscription.  For more information visit: https://prayerbench.ca/shop/ 
 
Benefit Concert 
Feb 4th, 2023 at 7 p.m. “Love Songs for Valentine” by Chris Andrews and Friends 
A benefit concert celebrating George Street United Church’s 150th Anniversary at 7 p.m. on Feb 4th, 2023 at 
George Street United Church. Music Performances from Chris Andrews, Mark Hiscock, Brad Tulk, Bud Davidge, 
Bob MacDonald, Jackie Sullivan and More! QR code to order tickets online is available, call the church office 
at 709-726-8775. Space is limited, so get your tickets before they run out!  
 
Living in Transformative Change 
Join us for an exci ng conversa on―online via Zoom or in person―about making ins tu onal changes in 
times of rapid cultural change. Michael Blair (General Secretary, The United Church of Canada) and Mary 
Rowe (President and CEO, Canadian Urban Institute) will speak from their experiences of success through 
partnering, piloting, and persevering. Questions may be submitted in advance. 
Hosted by Adaptive Conversations at Bloor Street United Church and Emmanuel College’s Centre for 
Religion and Its Contexts. The event will be moderated by Rob Dalgleish.  January 15, 2023 from 2:00pm 
EST to 4:00pm EST.  For more information or to register please visit: https://emmanuel.utoronto.ca/the-
centre-for-religion-and-its-contexts/continuing-education-events-and-courses/ 
 
Faithful Footprints 

How is our church helping to protect God's life-giving Creation?  

Watch a video of what some United Churches in the Maritimes have been doing.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pVf3_KEfzHDFauALQNZqalv23axHtDVj/view?usp=sharing  

What ideas does this give us? What else can we do?!  

 Did you know:  The United Church of Canada has a new, ambitious policy to address the climate 
emergency! The whole church is committed to the goal of an 80% decrease in carbon emissions by 2030!  

The United Church's Faithful Footprints program (opens in a new tab) is currently working with 260 
congregations to make their buildings more energy efficient. This is more than half way towards the goal 
of reaching 500 communities by 2025. For the 56 completed projects, carbon equivalency savings are 
equal to the annual energy of 147 homes (i.e., 628 metric tonnes of CO2e saved).  

The United Church is also committed to stronger advocacy at both the provincial and the national 
government levels for bold climate action. The church is continuing its disinvestment from fossil fuels. 
We want to strengthen our work with Indigenous communities, global partners, ecumenical 
organizations, and relationships with young people who have shown great moral climate leadership.  

What steps do you propose we - our congregation - take to live up to our commitment as the United 
Church of Canada?      Send your proposals for action to our Council/Board.  
 
 



 
2023 First Aid Training 
Staff and many volunteers were trained in Standard First Aid as part of Gander Pastoral Charge’s Mission 
to ‘Welcome All.’   
 
This training increases the number of First Aiders to over 20 leaders and ensures First Aiders are present 
at all of the church’s events.  First Aid Training is a wonderful way of bringing leaders together, investing 
in greater leadership capacity and a foundation for new outreach activities where care of our wider 
communities is an important consideration.  
This training was led by St John Ambulance over two days and was held at Fraser Road United Church.  
 
Have you thought about what areas of training might help your leaders grow and allow your church to 
increase its missional capacity?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grief Support Group 
Eastern Health’s Pastoral Care, Ethics & Bereavement Services Department invites people grieving the loss 
of a loved one to join an 8-week “Living with Grief Support Program.” This information & support group 
is available in-person and virtually. The first in-person timeslot meets on Monday nights from 7:00 - 9:00 
p.m. beginning January 23, 2023. The second in-person timeslot meets on Thursday afternoons from 1:30 
– 3:30 p.m. beginning on January 26, 2023. The virtual group meets by Zoom on Thursday afternoons from 
1:30 – 3:30 beginning January 26, 2023. For more information or to register, call 777-6959, or email us at 
griefandbereavement@easternhealth.ca. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Vacancy 
La Scie Pastoral Charge (Zion United Church – La Scie & First United Church - Shoe Cove) is seeking a full-
time, 40 hrs a week, Ordained, Diaconal or Recognized Designated Lay Minister. We are a two-point 
Community of Faith covering the two communities of La Scie and Shoe Cove with approximately 130 
families under pastoral care. Duties to commence on June 01, 2022 or on a mutually agreed upon date. 
For further information or to apply, please go to ChurchHub or contact Randy Critch at 
rtcritch@eastlink.ca. 
 
Gambo Pastoral Charge is currently looking for a half time minister (20 hours/week). Salary 
will be paid at the appropriate category (A-F) level at a rate of 50% of that rate as determined by General 
Council. We are a two-church pastoral charge in Gambo and Hare Bay. Details can be found on United 
ChurchHub. 
 
Memorial United Church Pastoral Charge & Oakland Pastoral Charge is currently looking for the services 
of a full-time Minister (40 hours per week). This position is shared equally, 20 hours per week, with each 
of the two independent pastoral charges. This position provides leadership in planning, organizing, and 
conducting regular Sunday services each week, at Memorial United and Oakland United Church. Both 
Pastoral charges are located in Corner Brook, NL, Canada. Details can be found on United ChurchHub. 
 
Pool’s Cove Pastoral Charge is seeking a half time minister (20 hours weekly). Ordained, diaconal or 
recognized lay minister as well as student minister.  Salary to be paid at the appropriate category.  Pool’s 
Cove is a one church charge.  More details can be found on ChurchHub. 
 
Hant’s Harbour Pastoral Charge is currently looking for the services of a Minister.  We are a two-point 
pastoral charge and interested in bi-weekly services which would be one service per congregation each 
month.  Salary to be paid at the appropriate category. More details to be found on ChurchHub or you 
may call 709-586-2848 or 709-727-5979. 
 
St. Anthony Pastoral Charge is looking for a full-time minister to cover 2 churches. Our scenic, historic 
town is set around a beautiful harbour.  We will pay appropriate salary. We have a hospital and shopping 
mall in our town, made famous by Sir Wilfred Grenfell more than 100 years ago. We are also close to a 
Viking Settlement in L’Anse aux Meadows. For more information see the churchHub or contact carol 
Roberts at carolpaints2001@yahoo.ca 
 
Grace United Church located in Coley’s Point NL, is seeking a fulltime minister - 40 hrs a week. This 
Ordained, Diaconal or Recognized Designated Lay Minister will preach, teach and minister to the faithful. 
We are a single point church with approximately 225 families under pastoral care. This position will 
provide spiritual leadership in planning, organizing and conducting regular Sunday services each week. 
Having a Minister who is approachable and inspirational as well as having someone committed to 
visitation, faith formation and pastoral care is very important to our members.  Any inquiries can be 
directed to the Chair of Council - Ashleigh Squires at 709-683-6400 or via email 
graceunited4919@gmail.com 
 
Shoal Harbour Pastoral Charge is seeking a half time minister.  (20 hours per week).  We are a 2-point 
pastoral charge.  More details can be found on ChurchHub. 


