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New GLI Vigil Resources – 2023 
Three docs: A Short Faith-based Expression: why a GLI, Vigil Outline for Multi-faith gathering 

& A Liturgy for Lent. You may also wish to look at older worship resources 

 

 

A Short Faith-based Expression: why a GLI 

contributed by Rev. Barry Morris, Longhouse Ministry (Vancouver) 

 

PLANNING MATERIALS FOR A VIGIL 

Arrange these resources in any order that suits you. Consider adding a statement of 

welcome and explanation of who is hosting the vigil, and wrap up by thanking everyone 

and giving suggestions for what to do next, such as meeting with your councillor or 

member of parliament to see how they feel about the issue.  

 

1. INVOCATION 

 

Listen for the word of God, which gives us a mandate to seek justice: (read one or more 

aloud) 

 

Micah 6:8 

Amos 5:24 

Jeremiah 29: 7 and 9: 23-4 

Matthew 25: 31-46 

 

2. REFLECTION: LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD 

[use or augment this general statement, or create your own...] 

 

Inequalities are the root of poverty, unfair wages, inadequate social assistance rates, 

which create inadequate living standards and individuals being chronically left behind, 

condemned to marginality. 

 

The goal of justice-seeking is: to redress the inequalities and accompanying indignities by 

organizing power and influence to meaningfully advocate for real, sustaining change. 

Faith communities and their representative bodies, locally and nationally (also globally), 

have nourishing resources and inspiration to offer. Public Vigils bear a prophetic witness. 

 

The call for a Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI) has thankful roots in Canada’s (and 

United Church)’s advocacy and outcome for Old Age Security (and later Guaranteed 

Income Supplement). The same advocacy and social planning led to recent COVID-19 

relief benefits – later, accompanying sick benefits. We still need upgrades to disability 

benefits and Employment Insurance. Soon, signs of practical extensions and reforms to 

pharmacare. 

 

A GLI could reshape how we live well with one another, and exercise what loving one’s 

neighbour and stranger longs to mean and be. 

 

 

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2021-01/worship-resources_gli-ubi.docx
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PRAYER 

 

“God, grant us the grace to accept what we cannot change (for now, at least); grant us the 

courage to change what we ought to (not merely what we can); and the wisdom to discern 

the one from the other …” 

 

Grant us grace to measure the height of our dignity as free spirits, and the depth of our  

misery and the breadth of our responsibility. Judge us in our vanities and pretensions. 

Have pity, compassion on us, for only your pity and compassion are adequate to the 

infinite pathos of our human existence.” [cited in Remembering Faithfully Forward, Wifp 

& Stock, 2022, 120, 178]. 

 

HYMN 

[sing a verse or two, or recite if not enough people to sing] 

 

“Will you leave yourself behind/ if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind/and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare/should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer/ in you and you in me?” 

 

Voices United, #567, v. 2 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND BELIEF 

[read by a leader, or recited together if possible] 

 

… Evil does not—cannot— 

   undermine or overcome the love of God. 

God forgives, 

   and calls all of us to confess our fears and failings 

   with honesty and humility. 

God reconciles, 

   and calls us to repent the part we have played 

   in damaging our world, ourselves, and each other. 

God transforms, 

   and calls us to protect the vulnerable, 

   to pray for deliverance from evil, 

   to work with God for the healing of the world, 

   that all might have abundant life. 

We sing of grace. 

 

“Song of Faith”, 2006, a UCC creedal statement 

----------------- 
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GLI Vigil Outline for a Multi-faith gathering 

Source: Gower Street United Church and Religious Social Action Coalition of 

Newfoundland and Labrador – March 25, 2021. 

contributed by The Very Rev. Dr. Marion Pardy, Gower United and Religious Social 

Coalition of Newfoundland and Labrador 

 

This sample can be helpful in developing your own vigil.  MP Jack Harris is the elected 

official who was present and it was on the eve of party conventions.  Elements specific to 

this context are highlighted in peach. Please customize to your setting. 

You can watch the vigil at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjNoAblkbWU 

 

Leader 1:  Gower Street United Church and the Religious Social Action Coalition of 

Newfoundland and Labrador shed Light today on a Guaranteed Livable Income, together 

with thousands across Canada.  The time is right; the time is ripe to ensure that all 

Canadians have greater income security, with dignity.  We light this candle so that the 

Light of Compassion and Justice can shine brightly as government leaders consider our 

call for a Guaranteed Livable Income.   

 

(Light Candle)   

 

Leader 2:  Prayer: 

 

God of all people, Source of nurture and creation, you call us into relationship with each 

other.   

 

We stand in our own judgement when we turn away from those who suffer.  In the midst 

of affluence and pandemic we hear the cries of those who struggle to survive.   

 

Open our ears to those voices and our hearts to your persuasive Spirit.  May we see the 

need of our neighbours and advocate for the fair distribution of resources. 

 

May we learn the politics of justice and adequacy, that we may act with justice, love 

kindness, and walk with humility.   

 

Today we remember all who struggle to survive, who have experienced the most 

challenges with COVID. 

 

We pray for our political leaders, that they may act with compassion and ‘seize this 

moment’ as they are asked to give leadership to implement a guaranteed livable income.   

 

Grant that we may promote economic security with dignity and social inclusion that 

enables peace with justice.  Help us to remember that we are one world and one family, 

connected and inter-connected with one another and the whole of Creation.  Amen.   

(Adapted:  From: Guaranteed Livable Income Prayers.  Rev. Susan Eagle and Barry 

Rieder). 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjNoAblkbWU
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Cantor/Choir:  verse 1, “Deep in our hearts” (More Voices #154)  

 

Deep in our hearts there is a common vision, deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

deep in our hearts there is a common story, telling Creation that we are one. 

 

Leader 1:  (presents letter and lit candle to invited elected leader (MP, councillor, 

MLA, …)).  Mr. Harris, we thank you for your leadership among us in Newfoundland 

and Labrador and throughout Canada. We ask you to “spread the light”.   As you join 

your colleagues for the NDP National Convention we would ask you to share the urgency 

for a guaranteed livable income as contained in this letter and to work cooperatively and 

collaboratively with the Liberal government to serve the needs of all Canadians.  We pray 

for God’s wisdom and guidance on both Conventions.  Thank you.  (Leader1 passes lit 

candle to MP Jack Harris and Leader2).   

 

Cantor/Choir:  verse 2, “Deep in our hearts”.  

 

Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 

deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, justice and peace in harmony. 

 

 --------------- 

 

A liturgy for Lent 

contributed by Allan Smith-Reeve 

 

INTROIT: Throughout these Lenten days and nights Voices United (VU) 108 

1 Throughout these Lenten days and nights 

 we turn to walk the inward way, 

 where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, 

 we live in hope till Easter Day. 

 
SCRIPTURE:  
"Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the 

yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread 

with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to 

cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?" 

-Isaiah 58:6-7 (NRSV) 

 

A liturgy for Lent 

To be read each week as we extinguish one of six candles until Good Friday when the 

seventh Christ candle is also extinguished. To be read responsively. Responses are in 

bold.  

 

In the eyes of our Maker 

Our local economy, our local watershed, is our household.  

In our household there are some with more than enough.  

In our household there are some with less than enough.  
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May those of us who have enough take steps this year to live more simply so that our 

kin may simply live.  

 

We extinguish a candle recognizing that  

In our consumer culture we have forgotten how to depend on our Maker’s 

abundance.  

 

Lent is a time when the land emerges from its wintry, death-like sleep into new life 

 a time of awakening 

 a time of inspiration 

 a time to tend to the flames that will never go out 

Lent is a time to re-imagine having enough to share 

A time to plant the seeds of the kin-dom to come 

 

We walk together into the call of Jubilee   

When good news for the poorest among us  

means having enough to simply live  

Without charity, without begging,  

 

With the dignity of a home, a livable income  

Healthy food, clean water,  

Ways for every one of us to share our gifts with our household 

May we take steps to live more simply so that our kin may simply live. 
 


