Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council Workshops

Saturday, May 27, 2023

Workshop Name

Name of Group/
Contact Name

Workshop
Time

Description of Workshop

If you do not know where you
are going you are never going
to get there: Pandemic lessons

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters
Regional Council
Kendall Harrison

1:30pm-2:30pm
2:45pm-3:45pm

This workshop will explore how to move form going
through the motions to engaging focused actions. The
importance of knowing your WHY and how visioning that
leads to goal setting can allow for transformation.

Artefacts Unlocked!

Archives Committee
Julielynne Anderson

1:30pm-2:30pm
2:45pm-3:45pm

The workshop will look at the importance of the history
contained in church artefacts, how to preserve that
important history by cataloguing artefacts and discuss some
options for artefacts that do not or will not have their
church home. In addition, the workshop will discuss how
archival records and artefacts are different and, thus, require
different solutions.

An Introduction to Self
Assessment

Pastoral Relations
Hugh Ellis

1:30pm-2:30pm
2:45pm-3:45pm

With the dissolution of Presbyteries and consequently the
Triennial Visit, we need a new method to evaluate our
performance and progress as Communities of Faith within
the United Church. This workshop will introduce the
framework for self-assessment by the Community of Faith.
The workshop will include an approach to completing the
Self Assessment, the various components of the assessment,
the creation of a local action plan to address any gaps and
the possible rollout plan for implementing this process.
Comments and suggestions for improvement will be
welcome and a time for questions and discussion will be
built into the workshop.




A talking circle sharing views
and ideas about mental and
brain health

Mental Health Working Group
Norman Laverty

1:30pm-2:30pm
2:45pm-3:45pm

Focus: After 3 years of pandemic (which may or may not
be drawing to a close), what individual and societal
problems have arisen or intensified? The church is neither
a mental health clinic nor an NGO whose only focus is
mental or brain health. Nevertheless, congregations are on
the frontlines. What can volunteers and local churches
contribute without duplicating other efforts to improve
mental and brain health (eg. low stress handicraft groups,
access to space for other community organizations,
education, developing congregational hospitality, etc.)?
Does Jesus have any relevance for the present day struggles
for mental health? What is General Council doing? How
can we make use of the examples of approaches south of
the border developed by our partner, the United Church of
Christ?

Participation: persons affected by challenges of mental or
brain health, members of their families, church staff and
volunteers (including church ushers), persons in professions
which touch the problems: medical personnel,
psychologists, social workers, nutritionists, anthropologists,
community organizers, etc.; as well as persons who see a
problem and sense a call to become involved.

Just Peace in Palestine and
Israel

Just Peace in Palestine and Israel
JMOC Working Group
Jim Wicks

1:30pm-2:30pm
2:45pm-3:45pm

“Let no evil talk come out of your mouths but only what is
good for building up, as there is need, so that your words
may give grace to those who hear.” Ephesians 4:29

This workshop will focus on antisemitism; what it is and
isn’t and the effect on those who long to end prejudices and
promote human rights for Jews, Israelis and Palestinians
alike.




Understanding how proposed
Small Modular Nuclear
Reactors fail to meet our
Climate Emergency

Eco Justice Working Group JMO
Gail Wylie

1:30pm-2:30pm
2:45pm-3:45pm

Raising concerns about New Brunswick's expansion of
nuclear powered electricity through the development of
experimental ‘advanced' small modular technology.

This workshop is just now being developed in concept. It
will include a display of reference materials, a slide
presentation and a question and answer session. At this
point we are envisioning but have not determined the
possibility of, bringing in nuclear experts via Zoom,
especially for the question and answer portion. We would
have to rely on the AGM organizers to provide for the
related technology infrastructure.

Collaborative Ministry

Office of Vocation
Andrew Richardson

1:30pm-2:30pm

This workshop is focused on collaborative leadership (both
lay and clergy) and will not deal with the pastoral relations
process for bringing two churches together in a
collaborative relationship.

Sunday School and Youth
Group Resources

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters
Regional Council
Catherine Stuart

1:30pm-2:30pm

This workshop will showcase a number of resources and
ideas for Sunday school and Youth group that cover the
church year.

What Does It Mean to Become
Affirming?

Affirm Committee
Elizabeth Stevenson

1:30pm-2:30pm

Together we will explore what it means to become
Affirming by addressing questions like:

What is in it for my Community of Faith?

Why bother becoming an Affirming ministry?
What happens after the Affirming celebration?
What is the continued responsibility?

What is the impact on your community of faith? On you as
an individual? Your community?

What can hold us back from becoming affirming?
What are some of the roadblocks?

What did you find difficult on the path to becoming
affirming?




Navigating the Fundy St.
Lawrence Dawning Waters
Regional Council governance
structure.

Faith Formation and Education
Heather Donnelly

1:30pm-2:30pm

Committees and their work.
Staff members and their functions.
Who to contact for various issues.

Hope, Love and Sacred
Reciprocity

Tatamagouche Centre
Nanci Lee

2:45pm-3:45pm

Through the discovery of children’s graves at residential
schools, we all have been faced with a harsh reality. We
understand more deeply the trauma experienced by
Indigenous communities and the potential for
intergenerational trauma. Knowing all this, many of us are
asking, how do we move forward with good hearts towards
true reconciliation? First we listen to our Indigenous
neighbours. This presentation will focus on Indigenous
voices that have been involved with the Tatamagouche
Centre for over 20 years. They will speak on what the
situation is in their communities today and what is needed
for healing and strengthening Clan mother systems in
Wabanaki homelands. Speakers are members of Women of
First Light, a women led Indigenous Charity in Wabanaki
homelands.

Ukulele Church

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters
Regional Council
Catherine Stuart

2:45pm-3:45pm

This will be a taster of Ukulele Church, an online
worshipping and learning community. There will be 10
ukuleles available for people to try but if you have one
bring it with you. Music will be provided. If you have a
ukulele and play it often, or you've never touched one in
your life, this workshop is for you!

Then Let Us Sing!

Kevin Parks

2:45pm-3:45pm

The UCC's coming digital hymn resource, Then Let Us
Sing! will release in summer 2024 just in time for the
United Church’s 100th anniversary celebrations. This
presentation will offer an overview of resources for
congregational singing that will be available on the online
platform and feature a hymn sing previewing new material
from the sampler due to be available later this summer.
www.thenletussing.ca




