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 On behalf of Bermuda Synod of The Wesleyan Methodist 

Church, I wish to extend heartfelt condolences to the family of 

Mrs. Rita Smith on her recent death. She was not only a 

stalwart of this Church and congregation, but she was also a 

former Chair of Bermuda Synod. It was a role she relished and 

one at which she excelled.  

 

 As Chair, Mrs. Smith earned a reputation for being fair, in 

control and one who always maintained a clear focus on the 

work and the issues of Synod and she was quite adept at using 

humour to ensure that the focus was always on the issues and 

subjects at hand. I am aware that, in this congregation, Mrs. 

Smith played a number of roles, each of them with energy, 

focus, a respect for competing views, but always with good-

hearted humour. Those were qualities and characteristics that 

made her the very special person that she was. And, we shall 

miss that interaction. We shall miss her sense of humour. We  

shall miss her honesty and her steadiness. We shall miss her 

very presence. 

 

  



Mrs. Smith – as many of you will, doubtless, be aware, 

was an extraordinary lady: by the love she had – both for her 

own family and for her Church Family here at Ebenezer and 

for her passion for people – something that was expressed by 

her friendly personality…by her quick wit…by her sense of 

humour…by her love for and devotion to her family and, 

especially, by her faith in God. It was genuine. It was visible. It 

issued in action – at Synod level, at the congregational level 

here at Ebenezer. 

 

 We both served on Synod at the same time and, 

throughout her period of service there – whether as a 

Member or as Chair of Synod – she was knowledgeable… 

inclusive…a good listener…focussed. An ideal Chair who 

sought consensus and God’s Will, sometimes using humour to 

defuse tense situations. It could certainly be said that, as Chair 

of Synod, hers was ‘a steady hand on the tiller’. We shall miss 

her insight, her humour, her presence, her ability to allow God 

to let her faith issue in action. 

 

 An extraordinary individual, indeed! All of us who knew 

Mrs. Smith – whether as a Member of this great church…or as 

a sports colleague…or as The Chair of Bermuda Synod…or as a 

neighbour and friend or a colleague at work will miss her 

presence amongst us, but we are fortified in having been 

blessed by God with her sweet presence. And, that, is the 

memory we will forever hold in our hearts. 



 Rita has now gone ‘home’ to be with The Lord she loved 

and served so well. And we have been left with the fragrance 

of her memory to be as faithful in our walk with God as she 

was in hers. 

 

 AMEN… 

     


