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I was born and grew up in Kempton Park in South Africa. During an outreach 

in Mozambique, when I was 16 years old, I received God’s calling to become 

an ordained minister. But, before I started my studies, God sent me on a side-

quest to do Service Year for Christ during 1999 and 2000. I spent those two 

years sharing the Gospel to the youth via dances, dramas, short sermons, 

camps, adventure activities, etc. 

 

Then, in 2001, I started my theological studies at the University of Pretoria. 

In 2003, a life-changing event occurred when I was appointed as tutor to the first-year students. 

As was my custom, when I got to class, I left my stuff at my seat and kicked of my sandals and, 

with bare feet, went to introduce myself to the first-years. After the introduction, I asked them if 

they had any questions, and from the middle of the class a voice asked the following question: 

“Don’t we wear shoes in this place?” And that was how my wife, Celèste, introduced herself to 

me. I finished my theological studies in 2006 with my BTh and MDiv degrees (Celèste finished 

her BTh and MDiv in 2008). I received my BA(Hon) in Ancient Languages and Cultures in 2008, 

and Celèste received her PHD in New Testament Feminist studies in 2019. 

 

The first congregation, where I served as Youth Minister, was the Dutch Reformed Congregation 

of Vredenburg-Akkerdyk. We spent six glorious years in that small town on the West Coast of the 

Western Cape Province in South Africa. I then got the call to the Dutch Reformed Congregation 

of Ligkruis (Light of the Cross) in Middelburg, Mpumalanga, where I served for four years as the 

Family Ministry Minister. The final Dutch Reformed Congregation in South Africa, in which I 

served, was in Grootvlei, also in the Mpumalanga province. 

 

Because the Grootvlei congregation was a very small and poor congregation, my appointment was 

on a four-year contract. When the contract started nearing its end, Celèste and I remembered that, 

since our studies, we desired having a calling to be ministers in a country that has a shortage of 

reformed ministers. And that is how my journey to move my accreditation from the Dutch 

Reformed Church to the United Church of Canada started. As part of my vocational journey, I got 

the call to serve in St. Andrew’s United Church in New Richmond. I arrived in Canada on 20 

September 2020, and Celèste joined me on 03 February 2021 in the middle of a blizzard. About a 

month later, we went to Montreal to pick up our children: Our 3 cats named Thomas, Chucky and 

Nobby. This year, they were introduced to the newest addition to our family – a dog named 

Martouf. 

 

The five of us (now six) settled in New Richmond and in the congregation, and hope, that if it is 

God’s will, that we could serve the congregation and community here until we retire.  


