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Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council
Congregation Service for Pentecost Sunday
Sunday, May 28, 2023

Prepared by Worship Planning Team of Regional Meeting
Alicia Walls, Andrea Rogers & Rev. Kate Jones

We Gather as God’s People

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements

On this Pentecost Sunday members of our regional council gather at
University of Prince Edward Island for the first annual meeting of our
region in person since 2019.

The day of Pentecost has arrived and calls us to dance in the wind, the
fire of the Spirit, and to allow exuberance to fill our bodies and soul. With
those in Jerusalem on that day, may we dare to look forward with Hope,
imagine, and let our breath be taken away and to dance with the Spirit.

Land Acknowledgement

This land on which we gather is traditional land of the

peoples. We worship the Creator on this land and acknowledge with
respect the thousands of years of ceremony and relationship that are
etched in footprint, fire and faithfulness on the soil and rock that
surrounds us.

Lighting of the Christ Candle

On this Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gracious gift of the Holy Spirit,
who leads us in understanding and following Jesus today. Let us receive
the inspiration of the Spirit and the light of Christ



Hymn: Come, O Holy Spirit MV 23

Call to Worship (from the Gathering - Eric Hebert-Daly)

Leader: Take a breath. Feel the presence of God’s Spirit fill your
lungs! Feel the warmth of this place and the warmth of
those around you in this community of faith.

All: We can feel God’s fire burning inside of us, God’s
Spirit moving in this Place!

Leader: Open yourself to the wonders of God’s creation, living
and working in our Lives.

All: God brings us together to help those around us and
to be open to help offered to us.

Leader: This is a sacred place, a wonderful space, a gathering
space filled with hope, care and love.

All: By the wonder of the Spirit, we are God’s

presence. We have come to live into our call! Come
Holy Spirit! Come!

Opening Prayer:

All: Holy Spirit, Power of Love working in the world, as we
gather as your people, fill us with hope as we
look to the future. As we worship today, blow through
our hearts, fanning the flames of our faith, and
inspiring us to be your church in the world. Equip and
empower us to live your vision for who you call us to
be and what you call us to do. We pray this in the
name of the one whose name we are called, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Hymn: Dance with the Spirit MV 156

Story for All Ages

Have a balloon (red, orange or yellow without air in it)

Good Morning Everyone,

| brought something along with me this morning, a balloon. 1 think itis a
very nice balloon, it's a great color, and by looking at the shape of it, |
think it would be a very round balloon.

The balloon seems to be missing something.
Can anyone tell me what it needs?



You are right! It needs to be filled with air. Before a ballon can fulfill its
purpose, someone must breathe life into it.

This balloon can help us learn something about the church.
Today is a very special day called Pentecost. It was the day that God

sent the Holy Spirit to breathe life into the church so the church would be
all that God intended for it to be. (inflate the balloon a little and stop)

Before God sent the Holy Spirit, the church was life-less, like this
balloon.

The church was not witnessing and telling people about Jesus. After the
Holy Spirit breathed life into the church, people began telling everyone
they saw about Jesus. (inflate the balloon a little and stop)

It didn’t matter if they spoke the same language (inflate the balloon a

little and stop)

Everyone they told about Jesus understood what they were saying.
Thousands of people were added to the church (inflate the balloon a
little more and stop) The church became alive and was doing the things
God had commanded (finish inflating the balloon and tie it off)

Just as the balloon needs to be filled to be what it was intended to be,
you and | need the Holy Spirit to fill us so we can be all that God wants
us to be.

Let us have a little prayer :

We thank you God, for sending Your Holy Spirit. We thank you for
breathing life into the church and we thank you for giving Your Holy Spirit
to all who believes in Jesus. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

We Listen for God’s Word

Scripture Reading
Acts 2:1-21

Music Ministry (if you have special music this day)

Meditation (see attached documents, an option for a Sermon which
is provided or a Monologue which is provided)



We Respond to God

Presentation of the Offering
(from the Gathering, Elaine Bigwood Sveet)

At Pentecost, the church came alive with the movement of the Holy
Spirit. We welcome the Spirit, fully divine, to move within us bringing us
alive in this time when we offer our gifts to God’s service. May the Spirit
move.

Prayers of the Community & Lord’s Prayer

O God, who created and is creating, may you, through the Holy Spirit,
enter our people with the roar of a strong wind, uplifting us to strengthen
our community through enlightened worship and fortifying us to continue
our journey as a caring, loving community of faith, showing the truly good
life, among people everywhere.

Keep our vision broad, as your world stretches beyond our local
community.

Let us remember our siblings in other places
with their many struggles.

We sometimes feel powerless to help. May you use our gifts to bring
comfort and justice for those who are oppressed and help to those without
adequate food, water and shelter. We ask that through us you bring these
people your blessings and hope.

May we keep the needs of those who may be sick, feeling lost or lonely,
grieving and suffering in anyway, within our community close to our heart.
Ease the pain and suffering.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us today! Let the rushing wind of your spirit,
stir us up to action for good and healing.

Take us and use our gifts and our talents for healing in your world. Help
us to be bold in our proclamation of your great Good News of love and
hope

Here, too, as Your church gathered today

Teach us to love with your heart of compassion, teach us to trust in the
word of your promise, We offer these prayers and join together the
words that Jesus taught us to pray as one saying: Our father....

Hymn: Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness VU 375



We Go Forth to be God’s People

Benediction

Go forth as God'’s people, strengthened by the Spirit called to carry Hope
to others. As Christ is present to you, and God is gracious to you and
the Spirit inspires you, go forth blessed to be a blessing to all. Amen.

Sung Blessing: Danced in the Morning VU 352

Postlude



