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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
BERMUDA-NOVA SCOTIA REGIONAL COUNCIL
REGIONAL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
October 5, 2023 at 9:00am via video conference

ATTENDANCE

Anne Cameron, Alicia Cox, Derek Elsworth, April Hart, Deborah Hawkins, David Hewitt,
Shauna MacDonald, Shannon MacLean, Faith March-MacCuish, Donald Morrison, Sandra
Tomsons, Donna Tourneur, Tom Woods.

REGRETS

Peter Hardy, Katie Logan.

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS

MOTION: (Debbie Hawkins/Shannon MacLean)

That David Hewitt, Regional Minister and Tom Woods, Pastoral Relations Chair,
be corresponding members to the October 5, 2023 meeting of the Executive.

CARRIED

WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER

Shauna MacDonald, President, welcomed the Executive to the meeting. The President
offered a special welcome to the Executive Minister, Faith March-MacCuish, upon the return
from her sabbatical, and thanks to the Regional Minister and Pastoral Relations Chair for
their attendance. The Executive Minister, Faith March-MacCuish, opened the meeting with
prayer.

QUORUM AND CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNCIL

The President, Shauna MacDonald, noted that a quorum was present and constituted the
council in the name of Jesus Christ, the head of the church, for all the business that shall
properly come before it.

ACKNOWLEDGING THE LAND

Shauna MacDonald, President, acknowledged the land on which we gather, with respect
for all peoples of this land as we live out the apology, and move towards becoming the
community that God calls us to be together.

AGENDA
The President noted that this is a special meeting of the Executive, to receive one item from
the Division of Ministry Resources and one item regarding the July 24, 2023 complaint

investigation.

MINISTRY RESOURCES

Lower Musquodoboit and Middle Musquodoboit Pastoral Charges

The President invited David Hewitt, Regional Minister, to provide background information
regarding the matter. The Lower Musquodoboit and Middle Musquodoboit Pastoral Charges
have been engaged in cooperative ministry since 2014. Recently, the minister, Rev. Lynk
has resigned from Middle Musquodoboit Pastoral Charge, and indicated that he would
continue working part time with Lower Musquodoboit Pastoral Charge. This would mean the
ending of the cooperative ministry and a breakdown in relationships.

The Regional Minister has met with all parties to try and find a solution. The Pastoral
Relations Committee has requested that the Executive enter a conflict mediation process to
try and bring all parties together in an attempt to rebuild relationships.

After discussion, the following decision was made:
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MOTION: (Anne Cameron/Alicia Cox)

That Bermuda-Nova Scotia Regional Council Executive invite the Rev. Allan Lynk,
Lower Musquodoboit Pastoral Charge, and Middle Musquodoboit Pastoral Charge
into a Conflict Mediation process with an arms-length Conflict Resolution

Facilitator.
CARRIED
(David Hewitt and Tom Woods left the meeting)
COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION - File #2023-0724-01 Complaint
Investigation
Faith March-MacCuish, Executive Minister updated the Executive on the decision to work File #2023-
with the Office of Vocation on a single, joint investigation for the complaint received on July 0724-01
24, 2023.
MOTION: (Derek Elsworth/Anne Cameron)
That Bermuda-Nova Scotia Regional Council Executive names Ms. Linda Foy as
investigator for file #2023-0724-01.
CARRIED
ADJOURNMENT Adjournment
Having no further business, the President declared the meeting adjourned.
BENEDICTION Benediction

The Executive Minister, Faith March-MacCuish, closed the meeting with prayer.

Shauna MacDonald Faith March-MacCuish
President Executive Minister



