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Recently I had the privilege to be in the company of the Rt. Rev. Chris Harper, National 

Indigenous Archbishop of Canada. Rev. Chris was in Bonavista to begin conversations about 

truth and reconciliation. In his address to the congregation, he graciously reminded us that 

sometimes we know what we have to do, we just don’t do it well. Whether that be 

apologizing for past wrongdoings, our pledge to remember those who made sacrifices in 

war when we say, ‘We will remember them’, or whether it’s the call of Christ to love our 

neighbour, we sometimes forget or choose not to live out our commitment. 

 

This Christmas, as we prepare to welcome the Christ Child, our Holy Land is in turmoil. Our 

news is reporting that Bethlehem is cancelling Christmas this year. No lights in Manger 

Square and no pilgrimages to the Church of the Nativity. Our hearts hurt as we reflect on 

the pain, destruction, and loss of human life throughout our world and we wish that things 

were different. 

 

As a people of deep faith, we are called to prayer and action. A long time ago, the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us and a humble babe was born in a Bethlehem manger.  

This Advent season as we anticipate a miracle, I pray we will not forget that which we already 

know. Jesus came to bring hope, peace, joy, and love to this earth and calls us to carry on 

that work every single day. 

 

We know what we have to do in our hearts, in our homes, in our churches and communities.  

We know that we have to make room, to create a space where abundant hope and deep 

love can live freely not just at Christmas, but always.  Singer Alan Jackson wrote,  

 

Let it be Christmas everywhere. Let heavenly music fill the air. 

Let every heart sing let every bell ring. The story of hope and joy and peace. 

And let it be Christmas everywhere. Let heavenly music fill the air. 

Let anger and fear and hate disappear. Let there be love that lasts through the year. 

And let it be Christmas, Christmas everywhere. 
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As President of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, I want to say Thank You to all of 

you for the ways that you are saying Yes to the call of God. Despite all that is happening 

around us, let me remind you that the Christ Child will still be born. There may not be 

decorations in Bethlehem, the conditions may not be perfect where you are, but the Holy 

One will still come in hopes of changing the world with our help. We know what we have 

to do. It is my prayer that we will lead by love and grace and share Good News with a world 

in waiting. May God give us the humility and the boldness to welcome the One who came 

so that we might have life. 

 

Wishing you a very blessed Advent and Christmas season and a happy & holy New Year! 

 

 

 
Rev. Amanda Barnes 

President, First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


