Maritime U.C.W.  Executive Meeting    -   Agenda
Via Video Conference
Monday February 13th, 2023 
 Gathering at 9:30 am with meeting beginning at 10:00 am 9 for tea.

Welcome and Introductions:
Good News and Regrets:

First Nations Legacy:
As we gather, let us pause to remember that in this region we live and work and worship on lands that are, by law, the unceded territories of the Wabanaki peoples predominantly the lands of the Mi’kmaq, Maliseet, and Passamaquoddy. May we live with respect on this land, and live in peace and friendship with its people.”

Constitution of the Meeting and Lighting of the Christ Candle:

MUCW Purpose:   To strengthen and support  United Church Women and other groups where desired. To provide an opportunity for spiritual growth, Christian fellowship, study, and leadership development. To maintain close ties with the Districts, and the National United Church Women.

Opening Worship: Anna Peters

Corresponding Member:  Motion moved by:                                Seconded by:
Approval of the Agenda:  Motion moved by:                                Seconded by:
Approval of the Oct 25th  Minutes:  Motion moved by:                Seconded by:

Business Arising from the Minutes:
1. New 5-Year National Project – The Healing Fund – update from 
2. Responding to disbanding Districts and closing Units
3. Statistics update
4. Update on Annual meeting April 29/30 2023   
5. Berwick Camp future planning – Hosting 2023 (Chigneto) Coffee urns purchase, staffing of cookie cabin by Campers
6. Quorum for executive meetings with resignations and amalgamations
Correspondence: 

Committee Reports: Report emailed to Ruth ulvashepherdns@hotmail.com                      one week prior to meeting, bring a printed copy; highlights at meeting please.

   a:        Archives                                   Sharon Moyse          
   b:        Newsletter 			Fran Harding                       
   c:        Nominating 			     Elaine Burrows
   d:        Christian Life & Growth	     Vacant
    f:        Berwick                                    Joan Fraser     
   h:        MUCW Social Secretary         Reta Manuel
        
 
Treasurer’s Report:                               Phyllis Munroe 

Districts Reports: Report emailed to Ruth Kennedy  ulvashepherdns@hotmail.com  one week prior to meeting, bring a printed copy; highlights at meeting please.

Region 14 Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters (FSLDW)
Chignecto 					Anna Peters
Miramichi					Diane Ellis – communication contact
PEI					           Elaine Burrows 
FSLDW Regional council UCW rep.	Elaine Burrows
St. Croix, NWNB, Saint John         	Carol Mehan/Marilyn Bubar

Region 15 NS and Bermuda
Bermuda					Marilyn Dyer
Halifax					Lee-Anne Boulet
Valley/South Shore				Vacant
Cape Breton/Sydney 			Diana MacLean
Truro/Pictou/Guysborough			Evelyn Negus
Region 15 Council UCW rep.		Debbie Hawkins

Break for Lunch – Grace – Lee-Anne Boulet 

Co-President’s Report - Marilyn Bubar/Debbie Hawkins

New Business

1. Recognition plaque for Ruth Rudderham for Anniversary Banners
2. Loss of Districts Presidents and contacts and need for new MUCW Executive members – how do we recruit? Who makes up our executive.
3. Spring (May) Prayerbench gathering Zoom with Janice MacLean 
4. Maritime UCW presentation at Annual Meeting – What do we want to convey.
5. Submissions for February Maritime Newsletter –“Where do your funds go” 
6. Submission to next issue of “Keeping in Touch” – Any ideas

		
Next meeting – Zoom    Date:  June 12 
Worship:          __________________________
Grace:             __________________________
                                                                                      
Move to Adjourn the meeting:
                                                                                                                                                                                                UCW Benediction: And now go with us, Lord, into the days ahead. Strengthen us for peace.  Give us wisdom, keep us humble, and may we live and work together and so striving, build a new and better world for tomorrow.

MARITIME UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 
EXECUTIVE IN PERSON MEETING  - October 25, 2022  
Wright Ave. Sackville, NB  
Those in attendance were Ruth Kennedy, Lee-Anne Boulet, Marilyn Bubar, Debbie Hawkins, Sharon Moyse, Ruth Rudderham, Elaine Burrows, Phyllis Munroe, Anna Peters. 
Regrets Reta Manuel, Carol Mehan, Joan Fraser, Diana MacLean, Fran Harding, Evelyn Negus.  
Our Fall meeting of the Maritime UCW executive was called to order by our co President Marilyn Bubar using the shaker from the 60th Anniversary Celebration. She opened by saying it has been a busy summer with covid and disasters with the storms. We are blessed to be here in person and great to see everyone. 
Our MUCW purpose was repeated. 
The First Nations legacy was read. 
Meeting opened with the lighting of the Christ candle. 
We were lead in devotion by Sharon Moyse pertaining to scriptures Mark 10: 38-41. Sharon read about Martha and Mary from Martha’s perspective, found in a book entitled Acorns and Archangels by Ruth Burgess. 
It was moved by Anna Peters and seconded by Lee-Anne Boulet the Agenda accepted. Motion carried. 
It was moved by Sharon Moyse and seconded by Ruth Rudderham that the minutes of the last meeting June 6th, 2022 be accepted as presented. Motion carried. 
Business Arising from the minutes : 
1. BERWICK CAMP:  
There were a number of UCW ladies who attended UCW Day at Berwick camp. Cookies did come in from some UCW members in the Valley, Campers were asked to contribute cookies. There were a lot of cookies left over. There was a sign up sheet and registrants at the camp as well as UCW members who were campers helped host the cookie cottage. Joan has the cookie containers. It is Chignecto’s turn to provide cookies and host the cottage next year (2023). Anna stated they will need a number for the amount of cookies needed. The coffee urns need  replacing. 2 smaller ones are needed. Joan could be reimbursed from the Berwick camp funds. It was moved by Anna Peters and seconded by Ruth Rudderham that a direct purchase is to be made for the needed coffee urns and the bill to be submitted for reimbursement through the Berwick camp fund. Motion Carried. 
We will wait for Joan’s direction on how many cookies Chignecto needs to provide. 
A presentation was given on the 60th Anniversary by Debbie and Marilyn. There was cake and conversation following the UCW day presentation where pictures were taken and people renewed acquaintances or met new friends. There were approximately 900 registered for the Berwick Encampment week. 
 
2. National Meetings were attended by Debbie, Marilyn, Elaine and Ruth. Typically each Region sends the President and Vice or Past President. We are 2 Regions so we can send 4 people to the meetings. Since we do not have a Vice President at present it was decided Ruth would go as she is part of the sub executive and was expected to give a report on the 60th Anniversary event. The new National Special Project is “The Healing Fund”. This will be a UCW initiative until 2027. Information will be sent out as it becomes available. You can find details in the Co President’s Report. 
 
3. Advent ZOOM gathering “Made for Wonder” by Janice MacLean from the 
Prayer Bench Ministries is set for Monday November 14th 12:30-2:30(AST) Elaine Burrows is responsible for setting up and planning with Janice to get the event up and running. Ruth Kennedy will advertise and share via email the particulars of the event. People can book through Ruth for a spot and the link will be sent out close to the event. The Zoom is provided through Janice MacLean. There was just an event with Prayer Bench called “Autumn Rambles” attended by a number of the executive. It was reported as well done and a great format. It was shared that the cost of a prayer bench event is $20 for one email or $50 for the group. This may be something MUCW can look into to cover the cost which speaks to our goal of providing more resources to our UCW members. Kudos were given to Elaine for bringing these events forward. It is something to help us with our spiritual journeys. 
 
Correspondence was read. 
 We received a thank you for the condolences from Elaine Burrows on the passing of her husband.  
We received a thank you for sending along 2 communion cups to Donna Johnston, Hampton, Ontario. Donna also mentioned how nice it was to see special recognition of the churches that donated the communion cups and their stories. 
Letter was received, signed by Moderator The Right Rev. Dr. Richard Bott and Sarah 
Charters Director of Philanthropy, thanking Maritime UCW for “giving generously through our shared Mission and Service.” 
A letter of resignation was received with heavy hearts from Ruth Rudderham. Due to health issues she has decided to resign as a member of the MUCW executive including the role as contact person for South Shore/ Valley District. Resignation was accepted with the understanding that Ruth will be welcomed at any meeting should she wish to attend. We thank her for her dedication to UCW, the many banners she has made over the years, her knowledge, guidance, smile and gentle nature will be missed at the table. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Archives: 
Minutes and books should be sent to archives when the book is full. The committee at a Regional level has not met. Sharon was delighted to report Ruth Rudderham’s banners will be hung on the back wall in the Regional office in Sackville. A question was raised about offering money to offset the cost of hanging them. Jenn Whittemore the office manager informed us they are not interested in being reimbursed. The banners are hung on wooden dowels. 
Nominating: We are looking for people. The offices vacant at present are Christian Life and Growth and Vice President. People have been approached but they either have no interest or are too busy. Elaine would appreciate any assistance or names of those interested. 
Christian Life and Growth: This portfolio is vacant at present. Berwick camp was covered by our co presidents this year with the help from Ruth Rudderham for booking space etc. 
There is a person named Natalie Moyse at Bedford United who could possibly od a Zoom on Intentional Creativity, if we were interested. Lee-Anne has information on this. 
 
Social Secretary: There was no report received from Reta. On Reta’s behalf letters were sent to Elizabeth Ramsey as well as another individual from MUCW. 

60th Anniversary Planning Committee: By all accounts the 60th Anniversary Celebration, hosted by Maritime UCW on behalf of National UCW was a resounding success. People came away renewed and revitalized. All the little extras added to the event and the teapots and tea party added warmth to the banquet. Thanks to Lee-Anne for providing one of the special extras ,all hand made , for the registrants to take home. It was moved by Anna Peters and seconded by Phyllis Munroe that the Planning committee be disbanded with our thanks as soon as the final treasurer work is complete. Motion carried.  
 
It was moved by Anna Peters and seconded by Lee-Anne Boulet that the set of reports be accepted as presented. Motion Carried. 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Treasurer’s report was presented for information. 
Offering was sent to Zambia, Women for Change that was collected at Berwick UCW Day. Offering was $153.50. 
There is some outstanding pin orders and a reimbursement to Sharon that have yet to be processed. 
Phyllis Munroe moved the acceptance of this report for information. 
A question came up at National how much UCW sent to Morogoro and Women for Change.  
Morogoro was $268,956 
Women for Change was $106,395 
And our current National Special Project is “The Healing Fund”. 

DISTRICT REPORTS 
Chignecto: Report is as submitted. Anna added that the annual gathering is in March. 
Miramichi: Miramichi is no longer meeting as a District. There is a planning person for a gathering and the treasurer remains with an open bank account. Diane Ellis has agreed to collect statistics and move any information on to the districts, but will not be doing reports or attending meetings. 
PEI: Elaine submitted a report, adding at the gathering in Summerside there were 51 people attended. 
FSLDW: Met last Thursday for a visioning meeting. It seemed like a successful day, there are 3 bible studies and objectives to follow up on. There will be a meeting in person the last week end in May. The Regional meetings will not be combined. Region 15 annual meeting is at Mount St Vincent in June. 
St Croix/Saint John /NBNW: Marilyn Bubar and Carol Mehan have indicated they would remain contacts for this District. St Croix has disbanded as a District but still has UCW units functioning. Saint John has not had a rep for a number of years therefore the MUCW secretary has been the contact for stats, questions and flow of information. 
Bermuda: No report received 
Halifax: Lee-Anne Boulet shared they are planning a Fall rally. The AGM will be in person in late February/early March. The District still doesn’t have a Vice President. Audrey Matheson is Past President. Noreen Heselton of St James in Dartmouth has indicated they have 17 members but are “folding”. Knox has 10 members church is active, UCW is not. 
There was a discussion on the direction of units. 
South Shore/Valley: Ruth Rudderham shared the gathering at White Point had 45 in attendance when it used to be 80. Covid has taken its toll. White Point has lots of cabins, food is delicious women paid for their meal tip and tax. There is a huge dining room .  It was noted checking things out on the internet for White Point Beach Resort, 4 days costs about $800-$900 which includes everything meals, lodging and meeting rooms. 
Cape Breton: Cape Breton now only has a treasurer and secretary, no president or vice president, therefore no report was received. The secretary , Mary Quirk, thinks she will be able to do the statistics. There will be no reports or no one attending meetings. 
Truro: No report was submitted. It was shared by those who attended the Fall Round Up presented by Knox United UCW was well done and very much appreciated. There was interest and a good attendance. Highlights of the 60 Anniversary Celebration were shared, the power went out so out came the hymn books and we sang and listened to a worship and when we needed the screens and laptop the most the power came back on just in time for lunch. The round up was a series of tables where a group of women moved from one table to the next to receive information on aspects of UCW.  
Co President’s Report : Report remains as written. They indicated they would send an updated report to the Newsletter. 
It was moved by Anna Peters and seconded by Phyllis Munroe the reports be adopted as presented. Motion Carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 
1. National Special Project : The National UCW executive picks a special project every 5 years just after the Anniversary celebrations. The project selected is and Indigenous Initiative called “The Healing Fund”. UCW units , Districts, Regions and National are asked to designate some funds towards this cause for the next few years as they see fit. This is one way to fulfil part of our purpose regarding mission. More information will be shared as it becomes available. 
2. Responding to Disbanding Districts and closing units.  There was much discussion. Our Presidents will be in touch with any of these that are indicating they wish to disband. It was noted that it is unfortunate that many identify with fundraising as being active and don’t seem to see the value in gathering for worship, study and fellowship and continuing as a group. 
3. Statistics: It will soon be time to start gathering the annual statistics. It is mandatory every year, that all units need to report their number of members, their officers and contact information and who received Life memberships. The only extra thing MUCW records is the names of those who passed away. The yearly membership of $4 per member , with the exception being Sydney who charges $5 (one dollar remaining with the District for their programming). Ruth will be sending out the forms by the end of December. 
4. MUCW Annual Meeting: Options were discussed on where to hold the meeting. The intention of the executive is to rotate these meeting between the 2 Regions. St Paul’s may be able to host or perhaps Vision’s. Vision’s United is all on one level, has a kitchen and someone who caters. Anna will find out about the facility, how many it can hold etc. It was decided this meeting will be held Friday April 28th evening starting with supper (registration a bit earlier) and all day Saturday April 29th. Our focus is spiritual renewal and not on business. There will be no business unless there is something major we have to deal with as a full body. 
5. Berwick Camp: Future planning for Berwick camp needs to be discussed. Questions are how we move forward with hosting and supplying the cookie cottage. Is it time for the camp to take this on? Who will be preparing UCW Day? It seems unfair for this to be added solely to the portfolio of the president. Is this our Swan Song? Is there a will, interest and people who will step up to fill these components of UCW Day and Cookie Cottage hosts. It seemed to work well this year with families taking on the hosting.  
6. Quorum for Executive Meetings:  We have had a number of resignations and amalgamations recently, some don’t have Presidents, healthy districts. How do we bring everyone together? How do we keep everyone together? Are we a sinking ship? Do we look at a new structure? There was much discussion over these questions. At present we have 9 Districts, 4 sub executive positions and 5 Committees (CL&G, Berwick, Archives, Social Secretary and Newsletter) which gives a total of 18 members of the executive. Some members have dual roles which lessens the numbers of attendees. At present our guidelines state quorum “shall not be less than 1/3 of the voting members”, therefore at present we need not less than six to meet our quorum to pass motions and do our work. That being said we need some positions filled to share the workload more evenly.  
7. Discussion on Individual Memberships: Individual memberships are now available for those who want to be a UCW member or who want to continue being a UCW member after their unit closes. An individual membership form will be forthcoming. We do have a copy of the form developed by another Region that could be adapted. At present we only have 1 individual membership and Ruth usually just checks with the individual whether they want to continue along with any updates for contact information. The individual membership allows for the member to take part with a vote in MUCW and District meetings as well as apply for grants and go to the Anniversary every 5 years for example. Those who want individual memberships must let their President of the District know or contact Ruth Kennedy the MUCW Secretary directly. 
 
Next meeting of the Executive of MUCW will be held via Zoom February 13th, 2023. Zoom to open at 9 Meeting to start at 9:30.  
Worship – Anna Peters,  Grace- Lee Anne Boulet 
It was moved by Anna Peters that the meeting be adjourned. 
 

Archives Report February 2023

 I regret to inform you that the Archives Committee has not met since before the pandemic, so I have nothing to report, and with things opening up now, there has been no mention of meeting anytime soon.  I really wish I could report otherwise!
Sharon Moyse



Maritime UCW News       February 2023
 
Our subscription numbers have declined dramatically over the past few years, we are now down to 90 subscribers. I am assuming that decline is due, in part, to a large number of ladies accessing the newsletter on-line.
 
Reports have started to come in for the February issue of the newsletter, which I hope to have in the mail by the end of the month.
 
At present there is $1484.96 in the newsletter account at the Provincial Credit Union, Kensington, and I have $105.00 in cheques on hand to be deposited, for a total of $1533.96.
 
Suggestions for the newsletter are always appreciated. Please let me know when  there is a change in the President or contact person for your area, so I can have the correct information in listed in the newsletter.
 
Thank You
Fran Harding

Nominating:

Christian Life and Growth: vacant no report

Berwick Camp  February 2023

I will definitely be proceeding with the cookie cabin this year. I have been in touch with a representative from chignecto region but I’m not hopeful they will provide workers. As in my last report we found last summer securing workers within the camp seemed to work well and we were able to get  lots of cookies. 
So the Ucw cookies will continue to be  strong but perhaps in a different form. 
Respectfully
Joan



MUCW Social Secretary: 
There is no report. Our Social secretary is no longer able to continue in the position therefore this position is vacant. Cards and acknowledgements are sent by Presidents and or Recording /media secretary.


MARITIME UCW FINANCIAL STATEMENT
                    Feb.3, 2023
                    Balance Dec.31,2022                                                        $7,508.83

                    RECEIPTS:
                    MUCW                                                      $1,318
                    NUCW                                                           411
                    NUCW Leadership Grant.                             750
                    FInancial Services                                         240
                    Pin Sales                                                       612
                    TOTAL RECEIPTS                                                           $10,839.83


                    EXPENSES:
                     NUCW  ( 2022 )                                   $1,515
                     Bank Charges                                               5.50
                     NUCW ( Pin Sales )                                  612
                     Debbie Hawkins                                          67
                     TOTAL EXPENSES                                                          $2199.50

                      Balance on hand     Feb.3, 2023                                      $8680.33


                      Respectfully submitted,

                      Phyllis Munroe, MUCW Treasurer






PEI UCW Report February 2023

For this newsletter, the accomplishments of Hillcrest United Church Women, Montague, PEI are being highlighted.
  
At their February meeting,  they were enlightened about the “green projects” that had been completed at their church along with information about the United Church's Faithful Footprints program. At the April meeting, a worship program was presented on “No Mow May” to protect lesser plant species after their hibernation period. Their April chili and chowder take-out was successful.

In May, their worship centred on the wonders of spring  and hymns and scriptures that supported them. Sunflower seeds were donated to the Sunday School. Two long-time members will receive membership pins.  Their May plant and bake sale  generated funds for the church.

In June they catered to a 50th  anniversary party, helped with the church's lobster take-out meal,   and catered to a memorial service reception. On July 8th they hosted a successful garden party with thank yous to five hosts. 

At the September meeting,  the guest speaker was from Families First in Montague.  A bake sale was held during the 70 mile yards sale in eastern PEI. In October before he left, their student minister, Jim  spoke to them about the restorative justice program that he is a part of in Toronto. In later October, they welcomed Timothy, their new student minister with a welcome basket.  In November, they remembered the four UCW members from their group who died in 2022. 

In October,  they introduced Thursday luncheons on the last Thursday of the month to anyone who wished to attend this outreach program. This had its beginnings with  “Fiona.”  They serve soup, sandwiches, and a dessert. They were featured on CBC Compass in January. They plan to continue this outreach ministry into the future. 

In December, they invited folks who work and volunteer at Hillcrest to the UCW's Christmas potluck luncheon as well voted funds to various groups. 

These are  just the highlights of what   one small group of United Church Women can accomplish in one year. Thank you to Ann White and Mary Martin for  sending me your annual UCW report. 

Elaine Burrows, PEI UCW contact person
Joyce Bridges,  who sends out the emails to UCW members. 





MIRAMICHI

REPORT FROM CHIGNECTO UCW   February 2023
One of the important issues for our women is the fact that we span two districts in this region.  Our proximity to one another makes our union convenient but sometimes challenging.  The most distant points of our area are not represented.  This is an item for our Annual Meeting on March 25th.
We have not met since October but information continues to be distributed to groups, thanks to Jean Smith.  Her e-mail newsletter is a vital link.  She is resigning as our secretary following our annual meeting and we do not have anyone to take her place as yet.  That is another concern.
Many groups are meeting again but mostly for afternoon meetings.  Numbers are down and some fundraising activities have been scaled down or eliminated.  There are still outreach projects supported with mitten trees and food bank donations, etc.  Some groups have disbanded as UCW in favor of unaffiliated gatherings.  We can’t seem to make some understand the value of being connected to UCW.  I can’t believe it is because of the dues.
I attempted a Zoom meeting earlier this week but it did not happen due to technical difficulties.  It is reschedule for February 15th.
Respectfully submitted,
Anna Peters



SAINTJOHN/ST CROIX/ NW NB

St Croix February 2023
even though we have disbanded, some units are starting to be more active again starting to cater events and having meetings,also we had a Christmas party and always lots of Yummy food to eat, we have loss a few members this pass few months, and some member are not well enough to attend meeting any more and also some members have loss their husbands, our membership is going down but we try to do what we can to keep doing Gods work , it is nice to get together and have fellowship with our UCW sisters again, Hoping for a Blessed future in the days ahead. 
Carol Mehan St, Croix Charge contact



Northwest NB UCW Report      February 13, 2023

 As I write this update at the beginning of a new month, it is a beautiful sunny day with very cold temperatures outside but when I think of the contacts within the UCW in our District, it warms my heart to know that we do have so many ladies who share a passion for the group that remains so important in each local Community of Faith. Like us here at Keswick Ridge United, you have probably just had the Annual Meeting of your congregation when all the reports are shared from each part of the church, and we realize how fortunate we are that we have so much to share in. Yes, I realize that not all groups are able to continue and we have heard of some who have ceased to meet under the name of UCW but many are continuing fellowship within their contacts in other ways. To these ladies we do offer our support in whatever ways we can and if you wish to have what we term an Individual Membership, that is very possible. Please contact Maritime UCW Secretary, Ruth Kennedy at ulvashepherdns@hotmail.com for information.
 Here at Keswick Ridge United, the UCW has kicked off the new year by choosing to hold their meetings via Zoom. It surely beats going out on a cold evening when this is an option for us. We continue to have our usual format for the meeting, opening with a few minutes of “social sharing”, then into Devotion time and then on to the business we need to deal with. For our February meeting we have a lady who instructs the Zoomers On The Go in our community. She will speak to us about what this free exercise program has to offer folks of an “advanced age”.

 I am pleased to report some news from several UCW Districts in NorthWest NB:

 Faith St. Andrews United Church UCW, Harvey – Janet Blair, president, reports that, like all groups, they face the same challenges re meeting, but are meeting in person. I really like her comment, (quote) “We try to focus on what we can do instead of what we cannot.” She shares the following highlights from their 2022 year:
  We returned to regular meetings in February. We were pleased to resume our time of Christian fellowship and our work of supporting those in need. 
 On World Day of Prayer, we gathered to enjoy an excellent video provided to UCW groups by the Women’s Inter-Church Council. The service was written by women from England, Wales and Northern Ireland and the video featured participants from across Canada.
  Janet Blair attended the 60th anniversary Celebrations of the UCW in Sydney, NS in July. A beautiful quilted banner was designed and constructed and presented at this event. It was dedicated at St. Andrews on October 30 and is displayed in the sanctuary.
  Over $12,000 in food, cash and gift cards was raised to support the Food Bank. Support to other projects included over $3000 plus donations of clothing, Christmas gifts, etc.
  Interesting devotionals, programs and refreshments following our meetings helped to round out a successful year. Jane Fiander’s presentation on Home Children was well attended and interesting. Upcoming Projects:
  We have several individuals who will receive Life Membership so we will be identifying those individuals and applying and preparing a small celebration.
  This month we prepared 22-25 bags containing recipe and ingredients for Tuna Noodle Casserole to deliver to Lakeland Food Bank in addition to our contributions. In April we will prepare Easter baskets for families with young children who cannot afford Easter treats. 


Wilmot United Church UCW, Fredericton Gillian Keyser, Secretary UCW sent along the note below:
  As usual, it was a busy fall. We were able to hold our monthly meetings with programs provided by our members and one outside speaker who spoke about the NB Advance Care Directive. Fall had many fund raising events such as our Fall Rummage Sale in October, Apple Pie making (380 plus) and our Bake and New-to-you Sale in December. During the year we catered to five funeral receptions. Seniors and shut-ins were remembered at Christmas with a card, some treats, accompanied by a special poem written by member Lucille Caseley. Our members enjoyed a Christmas Pot-Luck in December for a time of fellowship. We currently have 37 members with average attendance at meetings around 25. 
Added to the above by Linda Gough; 
 We have just mailed out foodless food sale letters to the ladies of our congregation (over 130 letters). We hand them out to the ladies we see frequently. We had a great time getting them ready and catching up with what is going on in everyone’s life.  We start our monthly meetings on the 13th and are hoping to have a book sale as well as our regular spring rummage sale. St. Paul’s United Church, Fredericton
  Hosting a World Day of Prayer Service on March 12th at 10:30 a.m. with a reception to follow. Faith Memorial United Church UCW, Florenceville-Bristol Sandra McIntosh, Contact Person  Sandra reports that Bristol UCW is still active with six members who meet monthly for a luncheon. They continue to support several charities along with the M & S Fund.
  A special project of assisting the local school, Bristol Elementary, by providing food for the breakfast program, as well as mittens and a new snow suit and boots for one of the students.  They celebrated the 60th Anniversary of the UCW with a special service.
  They have an active card ministry within their congregation and community.  They feel the most important element of their meetings is the fellowship among the members as they worship God and fulfil the purpose of the UCW in their own way. 

Nashwaaksis United Church UCW, Fredericton Joan McGee, Treasurer, Unit 6 reported that they have two active units at Nashwaaksis and although they meet separately, they work together on many projects. 
 They held a 60th Anniversary Celebration in May when the UCW members led the service, arranged a display of past memorabilia and served cupcakes in UCW colors.
  They held a successful Annual Christmas bazaar, the funds from which helped with the support of their charities and also toward the purchase of a new dishwasher for their kitchen. 
 They are once again holding monthly meetings and kicked off the new year by enjoying a delicious potluck supper and Yankee Swap.

 Thank you to everyone who sent some news of your group. This is part of our fellowship with one another, sharing what we do.

 Marilyn Bubar Contact, NBNW UCW

Saint John

 the year's highlights from the Two Rivers Pastoral Charge UCW.

1. Held 1 Bake sale & 1 Yard & Bake sale
2. Held a Strawberry Shortcake with Cold Plate drive thru dinner
3. Hosted a concert with Cool Chicks & Ugly Doclings
4. Catered 5 Funerals & provided food for a Baby shower & Birthday Party.
5. Donated money to 5 local charities, plus one church member for his One Sight Clinic in Ontario.
6. Purchased 4 sleeping bags for Romero House Van to be given to homeless.

Blessings.
Linda McCullough 
Paula Smith 
Co-Presidents


Halifax District UCW
 Halifax District UCW units have slowly been getting back to what will probably be a new normal for a while. Units are meeting in person and on Zoom with some units not meeting at all. There are several of our senior members not willing to attend in person meetings but we can’t blame them due to Covid variants still being around. Hopefully things will get better in the year ahead. 
We held our first in person Fall Rally in October which was well attended. We will be holding our first in person AGM March 4th since 2020. Hopefully empty executive positions will get filled by the end of our day together. Sadly with two of our Churches losing their UCW’s there will be fewer members. 
Many of our members attended the 60th anniversary celebrations in Sydney. A great time was had by all. The feedback I received was nothing but positive. I believe it will encourage more members to attend future anniversary celebrations.
 This spring will see many of our units holding either take out, or eat- in or take out luncheons. It is very welcome to see the different units working together again. There is a takeout Pancake supper at Bedford United this month, a Seafood Chowder eat-in or takeout luncheon in April and the same day another Turkey-a-la-king take out. Other units are planning fundraising events in the months to come.
 As we all know new members are getting harder and harder to come by. As I’ve been attending AGMs and at our Fall Rally I’ve been encouraging our members to talk to their daughters and other women that they think might be interested in joining their units. As someone who never thought they would be a UCW member let alone district president I find myself enjoying the friendships and camaraderie. I’m looking forward to more years as a member of UCW and hope to see it thrive and grow. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Lee-Anne Boulet Halifax District President






SOUTH SHORE/ VALLEY

Bethany UCW in Mill Village held a very successful Christmas tea in December. After 3 years of not being able to hold one it was good to be back doing what we love to do.  Also in December, we bought gifts and filled 3 stockings (overflowing) for our local Nursing home.  We always created food gift baskets to deliver to the local shut ins.  Last month we held a Memorial Hymn Sing, with community support, this was well received.
 
We are always looking for new ideas and willing to try new things. Our UCW has always been an active group.  We work well together and meet monthly except the summer months and usually not January, February and March because of the weather. Be well everyone.
 
Dottie Hatt
President – Bethany UCW



News from the UCW at Central United in Lunenburg:  
After three years we had our Christmas turkey dinner once again for 26 of our members and helping friends catered by the Riverport Community Centre ladies.  Instead of buying gifts for each other this year, the money was donated to Soul’s Harbour Mission in Bridgewater.  Other Christmas activities that we do each year are:  sponsoring two families from the Salvation Army Christmas Daddies program, made up 16 Christmas cheer baskets and delivered to our “friends at home” and sponsored and put lights on a tree at the Town Bandstand.  For spring, once again after three years, we are planning our Soup and Chowder Luncheons probably in May (at least two).  We have a meeting on the 20th of Feb. to make final decisions.  No other plans are in the works yet for this year!

Carolyn
President UCW

UCW of Saint George and Saint Andrew United Church, Annapolis Royal, N. S.
 Our unit is very small in numbers however, we continue to work together and with help from our congregation are able to survive. Our main activity is our Take Home Turkey Supper, held in November. We served almost 300 take outs and realized this is much easier than a sit down meal. Following the turkey supper and with the left over turkey we made turkey pot pies to sell. These were gone within minutes so we bought more supplies and made another three doz. this month and again sold out. We are also making fleece shawls for Palliative Care patients at our local hospital as needed. At Christmas we always visit the shut ins at nursing homes and through out the community and treat them with a little gift and card. Our main priority for this year is to try to get some new members so we will be able to continue with our group. And of course more pot pies! This gives us extra funds to support the many charities we donate to in December. Wishing everyone a Happy Valentines Day and a good year ahead. 
Sheila Goldsmith, President
Good bye 
It is with a sadness and heavy heart that we announce the passing of Ruth Rudderham. Ruth was the MUCW contact for South Shore for a number of years as well as on the executive of her local UCW at Bridgewater United. She was the creator and maker of many of our MUCW banners over the years which now hang with honour in the hallway of the Regional Council office in Sackville NB. She was a wealth of information, a great supporter of UCW sharing her gifts wherever she could. She is a past president of Maritime Conference UCW and great supporter of Berwick Camp. Ruth was a pleasant kind and gracious lady and will be greatly missed. 








SYDNEY/INVERNESS

Mount Cabot UCW in Dingwall/CapeNorth has had a name change. The Hannah MacLeod unit has been disbanded and has joined with MountCabot Unit and as a result has had its name changed to reflect the change. The new name of unit will be HannahMacLeod-Aspy Bay UCW
Margaret Courtney

Wilson United UCW Margaree Center NS
We had been hard hit with the nastiest of flu's and another round of Covid which
forced us to cancel our Jan meeting. 
We are a feisty group of seven and we just had our Feb meeting this week and we 
were so very happy to be together once again! 
· We are planning on a "Spring Market,"of some sort, to bolster our dwindling funds. We gave out a LOT of money last year.
· We are working on Kitchen Hang Towels and Pocket Prayer Quilts and everyday Runners 
· We are embroidering Pillow Cases
· We continue to sponsor two Foster Children. 
· It is our turn to lead the World Day of prayer service in our church on Mar 3rd. St Patrick's Roman Catholic will help.
We are looking forward to our next gathering as we have a new president Dale Crawford and new Secretary Liz Birch.
Hopefully the flu's will be gone and we can enjoy our time together!
Wishing you a great meeting,
Blessed be,
Liz/ Wilson UCW


TRURO/PICTOU/GUYSBOROUGH
.
St James United UCW Antigonish

I will share that one of our members attended the 60th Anniversary event in Sydney, and returned with the idea of UCW leading services. We lead one in October 2022 during Women's History month and we will be leading another this Sunday in honour of Black History Month.
The one in October was so well received that we were invited back. It was a real treat and not something we had done in Antigonish before. I think we are getting better at each version. If your members would like to view it it will be on Youtube through the churches channel.
We plan on hosting an Easter Tea for the public on April 1.

Christine Briand

Reporting on behalf of First United Church in Truro. 
 
In the fall, we were busy with both a yard sale and craft market.  Plans are in the works for a take home soup sale in late February and possible fabric sale in the spring.  We had a guest speaker from NS 211 programme at our February meeting who shared the many resources the 211 programme can refer callers to.
 
Krista McNutt
Co-Secretary - First United Church UCW - Truro NS

Greetings from unit 3  Milford Lantz United church .
During the winter months we take soup and roll and cookies to Five or 7 Seniors in the community ,  our next one is Feb 13 th .A Valentine will be included . Over the years we have made and given  away over 100 comfort quilts to any one experiencing difficult times. 
A label is made and placed on the quilt   “”THIS QUILT WAS MADE FOR ———-    ——- EACH KNOT REPRESENTS A PRAYER THAT WAS SAID FOR YOU. U.C.W .UNIT 3 
 MILFORD LANTZ UNITED CHURCH “”
We have sent them as far away as Florida & Ontario
We also make crib quilts for Ronald McDonald house in Halifax and Transition House in Truro.
Happy Valentines Day to all ❤️❣️❤️‍🔥
Barbara J Aitken

Activity Report Wesley-St. Mathew’s UCW, Pugwash N.S.

In 2022:
We held a successful bakeless bake sale as well as a Christmas stocking fundraiser and in addition to contributing to the Wesley-St. Mathew’s general, benevolent, and M&S funds, including the Ukraine appeal, we also contributed financial support to a family in the community, the high school meal program, and contributed to Fiona Relief through a Red Cross donation. 
We continue to support the Fellowship of the Least Coin through the Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada and to provide Christmas gifts for the Minister and Pastoral Charge Secretary.
Although COVID prevented us from taking part in or hosting the World Day of Prayer service, we were pleased to have the opportunity to lead the Thanksgiving worship service at East Cumberland lodge on behalf of Wesley-St. Mathew’s.

In 2023:
Elected a new President, Betty Ann Watts.
We will be hosting after service coffee and fellowship on the first Sunday of the month beginning in March and are currently in the planning stages to host an Advent Festival in November or early December. At present we have no additional new initiatives planned but will continue with all past activities.
Respectively
Betty Ann Watts
President, Wesley-St.Mathew's UCW
Pugwash, NS

Unit 7, Knox United Church, Brookfield, N. S. 

Here a few of the activities we have had recently -
The History of St. Valentine’s Day – all information gotten off the internet – and interesting the customs and their origin in different countries – I could email my notes to anyone who would want them
Tour of “STEPS on Arthur” details of this facility can be found on Google
Our local MLA attended and updated us on programs being offered through the provincial government
We restarted our Travelling Basket during COVID because of our inability to have “live” fundraisers and are continuing it.
We are planning our St Patrick’s Day Coffee party; have not had one since 2019; previous to 2019 this event had been an annual event since 1963
An interesting Program/Worship we had at Christmas was “Characters At  Christmas” – a collection of imaginary reflections by people mentioned in the Christmas Stories.
Feel free to use any or all of these suggestions.
 
Dorene Matheson
Unit 7, Knox United Church, Brookfield, N. S. 









Report to Maritime UCW – February 2023
Region 15 - Regional Council MUCW Representative

As Maritime UCW we cover two Regions.  Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters (New Brunswick/PEI) and Region 15 (Nova Scotia/Bermuda). Our Past President, Elaine Burrows is representative to (FSLDW) and I sit on Region 15.  Regional executives are made up of the President, President Elect, Past President, staff Committee Liaison and Chairs of the various divisions from within the regions.  These executives meet regularly to oversee the work of the working committees within the region and are guided by our shared (tri-regional) Executive Minister Faith March- MacCuish. Since my last report, Region 15 Executive has met in person on October 14th for a regular meeting & a visioning workshop and online November 29th for the regular scheduled meeting.  Minutes to the meetings as well as submitted Committee reports are available online at ucceast.ca (Region 15), under “minutes” and include our report submitted on behalf of our Maritime UCW Executive.  I encourage you to take time to read through and see the work of your Regional Executive.  
For this report I have highlighted a few items from the October and November minutes which may be of interest to you as a member of your Faith Community.
Sunday Supply Policy
· A policy document has been prepared and placed on the regional website for Community of Faiths concerning Sunday pulpit supply. This policy contains information for congregations in need of pulpit supply.
Planning & Visioning 
·  At the planning and visioning workshop on October 14th areas of discussion included:  Building trust between Council and the Community of Faith, Building communication strategies, Supporting Clergy and lay Leaders, Rebuilding the Youth Network, Supporting the Community of Faiths in their call to Discipleship, (developing their mission, articulating their purpose, working to get an understanding of the resources already available, encouraging a study of discipleship). Supporting Community of faith in building relationships is another need that has been identified. The Executive will continue onto the next step, Goal setting at the next Executive meeting in March.
Regional Online Learning Events
· The Region is considering several learning events given monthly, suggesting a trial of 3-6 months to see if this would be of value to the members. providing an opportunity to engage and communicate with the Regional representatives and Community of Faiths on topics of mutual interest. This may encourage participation at the regional level, offer opportunities for Community of Faiths to be engaged in the work of Region and for the Region to gather information what is important to our Community of Faiths. Each gathering would include 20-10 mins of getting to know one another time. 


Annual Meeting Planning
· Annual meeting Planning Committees are hard at work as Region 15 and Fundy St Lawrence Dawning Waters will hold their Annual meetings in person this year for the first time since 2019 and the change-over into the new Regional structure.  Region 15 will hold their meeting June 9-11, 2023, St. Vincent University, Halifax, NS and their theme will be “The Story of our Discipleship.  Catherine Stuart, minister for children, youth and young adults continues to work with a Task Group to rebuild the program for the Youth throughout the Regions and there will be a Youth program at both Annual Meetings. 
Strategic Plan 
· Work on this topic is ongoing, as committees and divisions of the region continue to review the goals of the region, under the Strategic Plans three pillars Discipleship, Mission and Leadership in light of the goals of the United Church and their Strategic plan.
Help available for Congregations
· EDGE is hosting town hall on rural ministry in January, and has offered to host other conservations for the region in town hall format on the programs available to Community of Faiths through EDGE. EDGE is network for ministry development and is available to provide workshops to congregations through their Signposts series of workshops which are independent learning including future directions and sustainability. 
Ongoing work of Justice, Mission and Outreach Committee
· Justice, Mission and Outreach committee continues to draw attention to the ongoing illegal occupation of Palestine and its support the development of anti-Semitism resources being developed by the United Church to include a focus on anti-Palestinian racism and islamophobia. 
Ending Well
· A checklist document is under review and awaiting approval at which time it will be available online for Community of Faiths seeking guidelines for closure. 

Region 15 Council continues to be very welcoming and supportive of the work of the UCW and I feel it is extremely helpful in giving us not only a communication path with the Regions but insight to the work going on at the Regional level of the United Church. 
In closing I would encourage any of our UCW women to consider serving as a member of Regional Council as there are still many congregations who do not have Regional representatives. With the Regional Annual meetings coming up in May and June now is the time to volunteer for your Community of Faith.  Regional Representatives are an important link for the flow of information between individual congregations and their Region.

Respectfully submitted,
Debbie Hawkins
Co-President ; Region 15 Council Representative

Maritime United Church Women
Co-Presidents Report 
To Maritime Executive Meeting, February 13th, 2023

Greetings from your co-presidents and a happy welcome to 2023. Thank you, our fellow executive as you continue to serve with us on behalf of the 2500 UCW members in the Maritimes and Bermuda. In our role as representatives, we continue to enjoy meeting UCW ladies of this region as we try to provide encouragement and rally the troupes.

On Saturday, October 22, on the invitation of Brenda Theakston, we joined with other members of our executive and 50 ladies of the Truro area at Knox United Church, Brookfield, NS for a 60th Anniversary “Spin off” gathering.  Themed “Rounding up UCW and others, to Continue in Hope”, six of the local ladies who had attended the 60th in Sydney were excited to share what they enjoyed about the 60th Anniversary.  Each did two-minute presentations on the topics of: Hospitality, Spirit & Banners, Entertainment, Music, Zambia, the UCW Connection, and the Speakers and then a slide presentation followed of photos taken throughout the event.  As co-presidents we were asked to lead the worship and give an update on happenings at Maritime and National UCW. After a lovely lunch we were divided into groups and then held table 12 min discussions with each table having a moderator on the topics of:  The UCW purpose, Ideas for programs and fellowships, Community Building, Did you know, Fun and Friendship and What Brings you to UCW. It was a lovely gathering and so enjoyed by all who attended.   

Made for Wonder – UCW Spirituality Day. On November 16th, we joined in on the second Zoom UCW Spiritual Gathering with Janice MacLean of the Prayer Bench ministry.  This two hour event was held later in the day (12:30 p.m) to accommodate  those from western Canada who were joining  us. It began with an opening worship followed by four spirituality practices. There were two times for small group discussions followed by a closing prayer. A handout was provided that could be shared with UCW members or with friends.

Interest to the Prayer Bench zoom gatherings seems to be growing as we are seeing more ladies signing in.  Our May gathering had 36 and there were 45 on the November zoom. UCW ladies joined us Nationwide from all but two provinces. Having hosted the 60th anniversary event in July and  with four of us attending the UCW National meetings in September our contacts are growing which is helping this gathering to grow. We are hoping to hold these online gatherings twice a year with our next one being in May.  Thank you to Elaine Burrows for setting these up for us. Funding for these comes from a yearly grant from the National UCW.

We joined with UCW ladies from the Millstream Pastoral Charge as they led a 60th Anniversary worship service at the Upper Millstream United Church on November 22.  Thank you to Mildred Folkins for such a warm welcome.   

We met with the National UCW Executive via Zoom on November 7th as they kicked off the fundraising for our 5-year project – The Healing Fund.  Marilyn joined in the virtual zoom event hosted by the WOW (Western Ontario Waterways) UCW on Saturday Feb 11th as they learned more about the focus of the Healing Fund -supporting indigenous women, children and families with guest speaker Joni Shawana, Healing Fund Coordinator with UCC Indigenous Ministries & Justice.

Planning for the April 28/29 MUCW Annual meeting - Spiritual gathering began at our October 25th executive meeting and continued with a planning Committee zoom meeting on January 19th followed by many emails back and forth.  Thank you to Anna Peters, Elaine Burrows, and Ruth Kennedy for joining us on committee. Much of the programing and logistics are in place and the committee will continue to work on the details.  The event poster is being circulated and posted on our two Regional websites and the registration forms made available with deadline being March 25. We are looking forward to the spring gathering.

On behalf of the Maritime UCW, six letters of condolence have been sent out to either the family of a deceased UCW member or, in some cases to the UCW group to which they had been a member.  Please let us know when you hear of deaths within our membership so we can acknowledge.

Our executive continues to be in need of a vice-president and with the closing of several District UCW’s we need to recruit new members. 

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Bubar and Debbie Hawkins

