

Maritime U.C.W.  Annual 2024 Meeting     
St. James United Church, Antigonish, NS
Friday, April 26th 2024 & Saturday April 27, 2024

Friday April 26th
12:30 till 3 p.m. Hall; Registration:  Snacks, Book tables, MUCW display available
3:00 pm Gathering Music in Sanctuary:  Michele Ashby as music leader with 
MV #624 Give to Us Laughter; MV #154 Deep in Our Hearts; MV#179 Sisters Let Us Walk Together
Christine Briand welcomed everyone to St James United Church and introduced the local organizing group. She covered all house keeping issues and explained how the weekend would run logistically.
Greetings: and Debbie Hawkins Welcomed everyone on behalf of MUCW and explained that Ruth Kennedy was not able to attend as she was with her ill father.  Our prayers for offered for Ruth. Debbie thanked the Host committee and introduce Betty Turcott who had travelled to our meeting by train from Ottawa. She will do the Installation of Officers on Saturday.  Debbie also introduced Rev. Faith March MacCuish, Executive Minister for Regions East, who will be speaking on Saturday.
Debbie spoke of the MUCW which has 2140 members throughout the Maritimes and 21 390 women across Canada.  These women are knowledge keepers, grandmothers and Elders. 

First Nations Legacy: (Debbie)
“We acknowledge the land on which we gather, with respect for all peoples of this land as we live out the apology, and move towards the community that God calls us to be, together. 

Call to Order: Marilyn Bubar called the meeting to order and lit the Christ candle
“With the lighting of the Christ candle, this meeting is constituted for the work of the Maritime United Church Women, and the candle will remain lit until the meeting is over.”
 The MUCW Purpose was read aloud. To strengthen and support  United Church Women and other groups where desired. To provide an opportunity for spiritual growth, Christian fellowship, study, and leadership development. To maintain close ties with the districts, and the National United Church Women.

Parliamentarians Anna Peters and Sharon Moyse were introduced.     

Regrets: Regrets were received from Ruth Kennedy, Catherine MacLean. Vera Faye Smith, Joan Fraser, Marilyn Dyer, Elaine Stewart and Janice MacKenzie.
Roll Call by District:     Marilyn

Chignecto
       8


 

Bermuda 

      0

Miramichi
       0




Cape Breton District    3
PEI

       4

 


Eastern District           20 plus 2 to come
Western NB
       3




South Shore/Valley      1
Halifax                 8 plus 2 to come
Corresponding Member:  Motion moved by: Ann Piper and Seconded by Brenda Theakston that all members present be corresponding members. 
Discussion. Vote. Motion carried
Approval of the Agenda:  Motion moved by Mary Quirk and seconded by Bev Lynch that the agenda be approved as printed. Discussion. Vote. Motion carried.                      

Approval of the Annual 2023 Minutes:   Moved by Lee-Anne Boule and seconded by Pauline Mc Kendrick that the minutes of the MUCW 2023 annual meeting be approved as printed.  Discussion. Vote.  Motion carried.     

Business Arising from the Minutes: There was no business arising.
Correspondence: There was no correspondence.
Offering Designation:  Possible choices. The offering will be at the Saturday a.m. Worship. 
1. “Healing Fund for women and children projects” 65th anniversary project of the National UCW  See the sheet for more information and the address.

       2    Hot Meals at St James United Church
      3.
Rev Alison Etter Memorial fund at AST

Established to support AST alumni (with projects or continuing education) who are focusing on 
activity linking faith, spirituality, and ministry to community development, human rights, the environment, social justice, and the affirmation of language and culture.
AST 640 Franklyn Street, Halifax, NS B3H 3B5

  4. Roof Over Your Head, a program dealing with homelessness and Intimate Family Violence in           Antigonish.

The decision will be made on Saturday morning by private ballot.

Co-Presidents report – Marilyn Bubar; Debbie Hawkins. Report adopted with a name change. It should read Mary Louise Miller.

Recording Secretary Report- Moved by Myra Thiemann

District Reports

FSLDW– Elaine Burrows

Bermuda-NS executive council report – Debbie Hawkins 

Cape Breton- Mary Quirk
Halifax District – Lee Ann Boulet

Chignecto District – Anna Peters

Miramichi- Myra Thiemann

Western NB – Pauline Luker

South Shore Valley- Phyllis Munroe
PEI - Elaine Burrows

Eastern NS- Michele Ashby
Pat Mattatall seconded the reports. Motion Carried
Committee Reports: 
Archives: Sharon Moyse explained that the committee had not met for 4 years during COVID. She included a list from Regional Archives which should give you an idea of what should be forwarded. 
Newsletter: Betty Ann Watts 
Berwick Camp: Leatha Mowatt
Nominating Report: Elaine Burrows 

Social Secretary: Marilyn Bubar has been doing this work, although looking for someone to fill position.

Jocelyn Langille seconded all committee reports. Motion Carried.
Financial Report: There were a couple places in the report where the numbers didn’t line up properly or the comma in wrong place.  The next meeting of the Executive in June 2024 will take a closer look to ensure accuracy.
Moved by Phyllis Monroe and seconded by Ann Piper that the financial report for 2023 for MUCW be accepted for information purposes. Motion carried
All Reports attached in booklet.

Three motions: 
1.  Moved by Phyllis Munroe and seconded by Bev Lynch that the annual membership dues remain at $4.00 per member for the year 2025 and 2026.


Discussion. Vote. Motion carried
2. Moved by Betty Ann Watts and seconded by Liz Birch that all expenses be paid or reimbursed for accommodation/travel for the annual meeting planning committee members with registration and meals complimentary.

 
Discussion. Vote. Motion carried.

3. Moved by Lee-Anne Boulet and seconded by Betty-Joan Knowles that 50% of the accommodation expenses for those attending MUCW annual meeting will be reimbursed with appropriate receipts submitted (for shared accommodation) to a maximum of $150.00.

Discussion; Vote. Motion carried.
Budget for 2024 and 2025 

There was a typo in report that will be amended. 
Moved by Phyllis Munroe and seconded by Ann Piper that the budget for MUCW 2024 and 2025 be accepted as presented. 


 Discussion. Vote. Motion carried.

Proposals For Districts Closing 

4.  Moved by Dale Crawford and seconded by Mary Quirk that the proposal for the closure of districts be approved as distributed and printed on page 55 of the Annual Report.  There was much discussion with Debbie Hawkins explaining that half of our districts have become part of MUCW. Chignecto is still together but it is nice to know that MUCW is there if needed. Ann Piper suggested that close district should join together.  It is maybe time to look at the district boundaries and see if there should be changes. Sue LeMaistre suggested that groups reach out and get together for discussions. Betty Turcott said that the UCW is an independent body and can do as they please regardless of what the National Church says.

Discussion, Vote; 2 people abstained from voting. Motion carried.

The business meeting broke for the day and will revisit other business on Saturday.
Anne Peters led the group in Grace and asked that we remember both Catherine McLean and Ruth Kennedy in our prayers.

Dismissal of people to the hall where a dinner buffet was enjoyed and door prises given away.
Debbie Hawkins made several announcements: 

· The prayer shawls in our package were knitted by Pauline Luker.  They were much appreciated.

· The Book Table at the back was provided to us by Marilyn Bubar who is always purchasing appropriate books at sale prices.  Thank you was extended to Marilyn.
· Chignecto District, Laura Whitmee, is still collecting postage stamps that are given to Dr. Tiffany MacGraw who then sends them to the Canadian Bible Society where they are used to support Prison Ministry. 

· Please fill out the evaluation forms in the packages that will be used to inform future gatherings.

· We will attempt to take a group photo on the steps Saturday before breaking for lunch.

 At 6:45 we gathered with Music that was led by Michele.
VU#579 The Church is Wherever; MV#92 Like a Rock, Theme Song; MV#145 – Draw the Circle Wide

Diane Theuerkauf introduced the guest speaker for our gathering, Janice MacLean.  We started her presentation with an ice breaker getting to know others.  It was like ‘speed dating’ and lots of fun. Janice’s theme was “Pass on Beauty” and very interesting.
The Memorial service was led by Laura Whitmee of Chignecto with assistance from others reading the names our members who have passed this last year.
Rev. Faith March-MacCuish led us in a communion service and the elements were served by the local committee.  Communion Hymn was VU #469 We gather here.
Closing benediction for the day:  
Benediction: And go with us God, into the days ahead. Strengthen us for peace, give us wisdom, keep us humble. And may we live and work together, and in so striving, build a new and better world for tomorrow. 
Marilyn: announcement2025 MUCW annual Gathering:   Bedford United Church. April 25 and 26 2025
Saturday. April 27, 2024
9:00 a.m. 9:15 am Gathering Music lead by Michele Ashby.
Theme Song MV#145 – Draw the Circle Wide; Love Will Set us Free and 

VU#289 It Only Takes a Spark.  Morning Worship led by St James UCW 

The morning business meeting began with the two motions not completed on Friday.

5.   Moved by Michelle Asby and seconded by Dale Crawford to adopt the Annual 
Meeting Planning Handbook April 2024 as written and distributed.

 
Discussion. Vote.  Motion carried. 

6.    Moved by Mary Quirk seconded by Jocelyn Langille to adopt the Maritime 
United Church Women Guidelines April 2024 as written and distributed.


Discussion. Vote. Motion carried. 


Moved by Betty Ann Watts and seconded by Elaine Burrows that the offering goes to the Hot Meals Program at St James United, Antigonish.

Discussion. Vote, Motion carried. 
We continued with our quest speaker, Janice MacLean “Pass on beauty- Spiritual Practices for these days” Janice gave everyone a prayer stone and led us in a discussion on beauty experiences from our childhood and encouraged us to connect to the beauty of creation.
After a nutrition break, we joined Michele in singing Everyday People.
Michele Ashby introduced the next speaker, Faith March MacCuish – Executive Minister for Regions East. She talked about the amazing ability of hospitality by people from the Maritimes and her early experience with the UCW at her first congregation in NL.

Sharon Moyse introduced the next speaker who was author Betty Radford Turcott.

Betty talked about how her characters and books come to her. 
Debbie Hawkins introduced Sue LeMaistre - President Elect of FSLDW RC.
Next speaker was Rev. Donna Tourneur- President Elect for Bermuda-NS RC

Debbie Hawkins and Michele Ashby led us in a song of grace.  
A Buffet Lunch was enjoyed by the group. 
Gathering Music   Michele Ashby led us in singing
MV 147 God Helps Us Treasure.   VU#400 Lord Listen to Your Children Praying. 
Election of Officers There was a call for nominations from the floor for the vacant positions on the executive. The gathering women were asked three times for each unfilled position.

President - Betty Ann Watts 

Social Secretary
- Michele Ashby
Bermuda-Nova Scotia Regional Council Rep: - Ann Piper
Moved by Pauline Luker and seconded by Liz Birch that nominations cease.  Discussion. Vote. Motion carried.

Moved by Myra Thiemann and seconded by Elaine Burrows that the executive of the MUCW will be as listed.  Discussion. Vote. Motion carried.  
Installation of new Officers:  Myra Thiemann called the Executive to come forward and Betty Turcott acted as the Presider for the Installation of Officers as listed in the program. 
Hymns: VU#8 20 Psalm 100   Make a Joyful Sound 
Motion to give power to Executive:   

 Moved by Jean Smith and seconded by Jocelyn Langille that power be given to the executive for all decision making including financial and power to add to the executive until the next annual meeting of MUCW.

Discussion; Vote. Motion carried.

Adjournment of Business Meeting: Marilyn Bubar moved that the meeting be adjourned. 
Pictures were taken of the new executive.
      Janice MacLean led the group in an afternoon workshop “Pass on Beauty” and the afternoon ended at 3:30 to allow people an opportunity to return to hotels to get ready for the evening banquet.
The banquet began at 5:30 and Rev. Peter Smith led with grace.
Debra Hawkins introduced the head table and then dinner was served.
Seated at the Head Table
1. Laurie Boucher – Mayor of Antigonish

2. Jacques Boucher- Partner to Laurie Boucher

3. Rev. Peter Smith- Clergy at St. James

4. Rev. Meredith Marple – Partner to Peter Smith

5. Rev. Donna Tourneur – President Elect, Bermuda-NS Regional Council

6. Sue LeMaistre – President Elect, Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council

7. Rev. Faith March MacCuish – Executive Minister, Regions East

8. Marilyn Bubar- Past Co-President, Maritime UCW

9. Debbie Hawkins – Past Co-President, Maritime UCW

10.  Betty Ann Watts- Newly elected President

Seated at the Charter Members Table – UCW Members since 1962 
They will receive a flower.

1. Page Hunter

2. Mavis Murray

3. Letha Mowatt (also a Past President 2008-2010)

Note 1 additional Charter Members – Marilyn Bubar (Past Co-President 2022-2024)

Seated at the Past Presidents Table
1. Elaine Burrows (2020-2022)

2. Ruth Kennedy (2018-2020) 

3. Sharon Moyse (2010-2012)

4. Anna Peters (2012-2014)

5. Betty Turcott, (Past President, National UCW 2012-)

  Another table was reserved for
Janice MacLean, Carolyn Curry,  Pauline Luker,  Phyllis Monroe, Myra Theimann, Lee-Anne Boulet, Christine Briand, Dianne Theuerkauf,  Joanne MacGillivary,  Michele Ashby, and Tim Hinds
Rev Donna Tourneur – President Elect of Bermuda-NS RC,  provided the gathering with a entertaining presentation. 
Gifts were presented by Marilyn and Debbie.

(pen set; chocolates; runner or table topper (choose their own).

Sue



Carolyn


Janice

Donna


Christine


Diane

Faith



Joan



Michele

7:30 p.m. Karen Beaton and Leona Williams One musician was not available and replaced. 
Music was provided and lots of folks were taught some lively square dancing. 
Sunday, April 28   
Many joined with the congregation of St. James UC and Rev Peter Smith for worship on Sunday morning. Both Betty Ann Watts and Debbie Hawkins assisted with Scripture readings. A social time was held with refreshments for all before departing for home. There was a video display to promote Berwick Camp.
�






