Maritime United Church Women Annual Meeting Minutes April 28-29, 2023
Visions United Church, Moncton, New Brunswick
Friday April 28th, 2023
The first Annual meeting of the Maritime United Church women began with our registration from 3-5 p.m. Ladies registered, had coffee, chatted with friends, visited the book table or motored off to check in to their hotels.
We began our gathering in earnest with a lovely dinner. Ruth Kennedy welcomed everyone and introduced Anna Peters – President of Chignecto District UCW and member of Visions United Church. Anna welcomed those in attendance and asked the blessing over our lovely meal. Rev. Shawn Redden was introduced and gave us some information on the building and how Visions United came about. A lovely meal was enjoyed by all.
We began our evening with singing. Rev Alice Finnamore introduced herself and led us in singing. Alice led us in prayer where she asked that God watch over us at this meeting and over each one of  us.
Co Presidents Debbie Hawkins and Marilyn Bubar welcomed everyone. Marilyn Bubar opened the annual meeting by lighting the Christ Candle and offering a prayer. Marilyn Bubar lead us in the reading of the First Nations Legacy Land Acknowledgement. She then asked us to join her in repeating the Maritime UCW Purpose. Debbie Hawkins then and led us in a Cooperative Ice Breaker where we moved about and tried to learn about and meet others at the meeting.
Representatives from PEI District presented a moving memorial service. Four candles were lit, a candle representing our grief, a candle representing courage. A candle was lit to remember and a fourth candle was lit for love. Names were read of those who died in 2022, taken from submitted statistic forms. Rev. Finnamore then lead us in the sharing of communion.
Rev. Alice Finnamore was introduced by Marilyn Bubar. Rev. Alice then introduced our theme for the Annual meeting. “Living tuned and Turned, Face to the Son”
When your radio is not quite on the station you tune the station. She asked us to breathe like a jelly fish. We are here because we are part of UCW. We are here this weekend to think about living out our UCW purpose; Christian witness, study, fellowship and service. But a sunflower does not think about purpose. A sunflower simply turns to the sun/Son. Our scriptures were read Matt 6:33 and Prov. 19:21. Rev. Finnamore gave us a short intro asking the questions What is our purpose now? How do we live our purpose in THESE times? How do we tune into Spirit? How do we get rid of the Static? How do we follow the Son, in our world today? How then Shall We Live?
Rev. Finnamore then led us in Vespers closing with the hymn ‘Long Before the Night”.
Everyone retired for the evening to their chosen hotels.
Saturday April 29th, 2023
The meeting continued at 9 am with gathering music.
After housekeeping announcements by Ruth Kennedy and the lighting of the Christ Candle Debbie Hawkins introduced our guest Faith March-MacCuish Executive Regional Minister for the Atlantic Regions.
 Rev. March MacCuish in her address suggested ministry is looking out and thanked us for that. She said it was never about the money; it was about helping. As a church we are still relevant, still needed and there is still a place. Churches have not returned to pre pandemic numbers. We don’t have the numbers but are still relevant. God will guide us. United Church Women show a different type of love. Don’t forget the power of small community. UCW are the carriers of hope, loving, hopeful and optimistic.
Be alive and thrive at any size. Volunteering weaves us together. Thank you for weaving the church together. Never forget that.
Debbie Hawkins thanked Rev. March MacCuish for her inspiring words. She then shared the story of the president’s gavel.
Marilyn Bubar opened the business meeting to order with the strike of the gavel.
Roll call was as follows:
Miramichi –                                     3
Chignecto –                                  18
Western NB -                                10 
PEI -                                               9
Bermuda -                                      0
South Shore – Valley -                   1
Halifax -                                         4
Cape Breton -                                2
Eastern NS -                                 8

It was moved by Sharon Moyse and seconded by Susan Cole the adoption of the minutes from April 21/22, 2022 Virual Biennial meeting, as printed. No discussion. Motion carried.
It was moved by Anna Peters and seconded by Lee-Anne Boulet that the reports printed in the Annual Meeting booklet be accepted as printed. No discussion or questions. Motion carried.
It was moved by Susan Cole, seconded by Lorena LaFrance to grant power to the executive to carry out the work on behalf of the Maritime UCW members until our next Annual meeting in 2024. No discussion or questions. Motion carried.
Marilyn noted the presidents would like to meet as many in the Maritimes/Bermuda and beyond. Communication is very important.
The business portion of the annual meeting was adjourned.
We were given an update on the first year of our presidents time in office. They gave us news on the UCW special project for the next 5 years “The Healing Fund”, upcoming events with Prayer Bench Ministries with Janice MacLean, Berwick camp UCW day, and an appeal for new members to join our executive. Followed by Questions and Answer period.
10:40 We then broke for a nutrition break.
10:55 We were called back to the meeting with gathering music. After which time Rev. Finnamore continued with her theme presentation.
12:15 pm we broke for lunch. Following grace we were served a tasty lunch.
1:30 pm  Gathering music brought us back together.    Followed by the candy pass game, which women seemed to enjoy.
1:45  Ruth Kennedy led us in some table top discussion. Tuning in to purpose with specific questions to garner table discussions. Each table share their answers and recorded them. See appendix A
The day was wrapped up with appreciations and thank yous  from Marilyn Bubar and Debbie Hawkins to all those who helped make the day a success.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________             ____________________    __________________
Ruth Kennedy                                    Marilyn Bubar                        Debbie Hawkins
MUCW Recording Secretary               MUCW Co-President          MUCW Co-President


