
The journey and privilege of President of First Dawn Eastern Edge began with installation on June 9, 2024 

at the Bruneau Centre of MUN. At the start of this wonderful time in my life, I wondered what Jesus 

wanted with/from me! I would like to say a very special Thank you to Peggy Johnson, who called to say 

she wanted to nominate me for this position. Me?! It has been a journey of entering into people’s hearts 

and emotions in church closures and in a Covenanting service!  

On July 14, I attended and officially closed two churches – Faith United Church in Northern Arm and 

Bethany United Church in Pleasantview. There was sadness and yet, there was joyful anticipation in 

joining with the church in Point Leamington and sharing a minister with the Botwood Pastoral Charge. To 

hear the congregation in Pleasantview singing How Great Thou Art, was heart-stopping! God’s presence 

was truly felt during this time. 

On September 8, 40th Anniversary greetings were sent to Bethel United Church in Little Hearts Ease. 

September 13 – 16, involved a trip to Happy Valley-Goose Bay, Labrador. This was an exciting trip – it was 

my first trip to Labrador. It was a pleasure to visit North West River and to meet the ladies there who 

operate the Thrift Store in the basement of their church. This is truly a going concern! They see between 

14 and 17 thousand dollars a year! It certainly is a big help to them to keep their church in operation. 

They served a delicious lunch of partridge soup and sandwiches. Their little church is delightful. Their 

windows are painted with the story of Creation to the Story of Jesus’ life.  

Also, had the opportunity of a tour of Sheshatshiu (Innu First Nations). Many people in this community 

support the Thrift Shop in North West River.  

The Covenanting Service between the Central Labrador Pastoral Charge, First Dawn Eastern Edge, and 

Rev. Alice Moores occurred on September 15 at the United Church in Happy Valley-Goose Bay with good 

attendance from North West River and Mud Lake. Wonderful spirit present and was followed, of course, 

with a lovely pot-luck meal. 

October 5, 6 saw the 100th Anniversary of the church in Burgeo. What a celebration that was! Many 

ministers who had served with the Burgeo Pastoral Charge were present for the meal on Saturday 

evening and the service on Sunday morning! This was a very joyful event and it was a privilege to be part 

of it! 

October 2, there was a meeting of the Regional Council Presidents from First Dawn Eastern Edge (NL), 

Fundy St. Lawrence Dawning Waters Regional Council (PE, NB, Gaspé) and Bermuda-Nova Scotia 

Regional Council (NS, Bermuda). It was good to get to know the ladies who sat as Presidents in their 

Regions. 

From October 18-20, 2024, I attended this “Special Fall Gathering and Campaign” on “Our Greatest 

Priority”. It was attended by about 45 people in the area and was hosted by Rev. Dean Sellars in 

Carbonear. This gave an opportunity to explore first hand the priorities identified by FDEE.  

On October 29th, I was asked to represent the Region as the Gathering Place officially opened the Mercy 

House project, O’Callaghan’s Haven, a purpose-built permanent shelter providing 40 people with a 

warm, safe place to sleep. Mercy House also provides 20 transitional housing beds for individuals 



transitioning to more independent living; as well as 32 supportive housing beds for those in need of 

permanent, affordable housing who still require on-site support from The Gathering Place. This was 

another joy-filled event with many people present. The reality of our world now is that people do NEED 

housing, unfortunately. It is good to see that some are accommodated.  

In January 2025, the Charge (Humber), where I was called when I was first ordained in 2015, 

amalgamated with First United Church (Corner Brook) to become Corner Brook United Church. This was 

another of those happy/sad occasions. Rev. Dr. Simon Muwowo did the official closure of Humber 

United Church. Rev. Oliver Dingwell offered a wonderful sermon.  

On February 12th, once again, I represented the Region at the Ocean Ranger Memorial Service 

sponsored by Gonzaga High School in St. John’s. It was an honor to be able to offer the prayer for the 

victims and the families of the victims at this event. The teachers and students of the school did a 

remarkable job with the organization of this event. The music offered was very tastefully done. 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps 8:9). In our lifetime, we are offered so 

many opportunities to glorify our God. Thank you to the Region for having faith in me during this time of 

presidency. Thank you to the Pastoral Charges (Humber – now Corner Brook United) and (Humber 

Valley, Pasadena and Howley) for “lending me out” and supporting me during this time. Thank you also 

to my husband, Graham, for being there in love and support always, but especially during this time as I 

have tried to do what Jesus wants with me. Thank you to Amanda Barnes, who was a wonderful mentor, 

and thank you to Elsie Squires for agreeing to offer her gifts and skills. Wishing you many blessings on 

this stage of the journey. 

In gratitude and humility, 

Jocelyn R. Cook 


