7" First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council
Annual Meeting, May 2-4, 2025
Corner Brook Civic Centre Studio

“What do you want with us, Jesus?”

Based on Mark 1:24

THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

We are so excited that we meet this year in the midst of the joyful Season of Easter in person in beautiful,
scenic Corner Brook. We’re looking forward to seeing everyone at the 7% Annual Meeting of First Dawn
Eastern Edge Regional Council. A major part of our work, worship and witness together will highlight on the
Centenary of our wonderful United Church. We will honour and uplift 100 years of Bold Discipleship, Deep
Spirituality and Daring Justice throughout our meetings with Worship, Presentations and more.

Please see information below for preparation for the meeting.
REGIONAL COUNCIL MATERIALS: Please go to https://ucceast.ca/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council-

16/first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council-annual-meeting-2025 to review all of the available materials,
including the draft agenda (updates occur).

The PDF file of the Docket has been posted with all of the reports and materials available in a single
document: https://ucceast.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/DOCKET-2025.pdf

Regional Council members may choose to print these materials or download them to electronic devices. The
Civic Centre does have WIFI for our use, however you may wish to download the Docket before you leave
home just in case. One copy of the full docket will be available in a binder on each table. It is expected that
each member will have read this material carefully before it comes on the floor of the annual meeting.

MAPS: The google maps link to the Corner Brook Civic Centre can be found here:
https://maps.app.goo.gl/3Ci5kFLG7Zvad44uZ8

Corner Brook Civic Centre Layout Map:

Studio: Location for the Meeting, Nutritional Breaks, Kitchen Party, Milestones in Ministry Celebration and
the Celebration of Ministries Service.

Conference Room 1, 2 and 3 in the Main Arena Upper Level: Location for Friday Lunch, Friday Supper and
Saturday Lunch

Grenfell Campus Arts and Science Building and Extension Map: Location for Workshops and Nutritional Break
between the workshops. See building circled in yellow. This is up hill from the Upper Parking Lot.

PARKING:
e Parking is available in the Lower Parking Lot for easy access to the Civic Centre Studio entrance.
e Parking at the Grenfell Campus Arts and Science Building will be announced at the meeting.
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WASHROOMS: The washrooms in the Civic Centre Studio are conveniently located between the lobby and
entrances to the main floor of the Studio.

BRING: Travel cup, receipts for expenses, sweater, walking shoes, rain gear and iPad/tablet/laptop. If you
prefer holding a book to sing or will be part of the choir, please bring your More Voices and Voices United.

DON'’T BRING: Scented products.

SHUTTLE SERVICE: For those who need extra help with transportation from the studio to the meals or to the
workshops, staff at the Corner Brook Civic Centre will be assisting with this.

REGISTRATION CHECK-IN: Registration will take place at the Corner Brook Civic Centre Studio Lobby. Your
name tag will list your chosen workshops. You will be issued a ballot card if you are a voting member of the
Regional Council. You will also receive an envelope with your meal tickets included. Please do note you will
need your coloured meal ticket for the corresponding meals to pass in at meal time.

YOUTH@REGION: Check-in is also located at Corner Brook Civic Centre Studio Lobby, starting at 9 am.
Communication has been sent to those who are registered. For additional details, please be in contact with
Catherine Stuart cstuart@united-church.ca or Rebecca Pike-Winter rebeccapike@warp.nfld.net

MEALS: Tickets for the meals that you ordered will be included in an envelope: - for Friday lunch, green
for Friday supper, yellow for Saturday Lunch and . for the banquet. Please do not skip the meals you have
registered for. Please do not lose your tickets; you will need them to get your meal.

If you wish to have your meal at your table in the meeting room due to mobility or other reasons, there are
take-away containers available. Please make your request at the Duty Table and arrangements can be made.

DIETARY REQUESTS: If you have made special dietary requests on your registration form, you will need to let
the catering staff know as you go to pick up your meal. They will help you with your safe choices.

PAYMENT: If not already done, payment can be made by etransfer to fdee@united-church.ca or cheque
payments can be brought with you to the meeting and passed in at the time of registration.

REGRETS: If you cannot attend, please let us know: https://ucceast.ca/88721-2025-annual-meeting-regrets-
form-first-dawn-eastern-edge-regional-council. Your absence will be recorded and helps keep the Roll list
accurate.

CHOIR: All are welcome to join the Sunday Worship Regional Council Choir to assist in leadership of hymns.
Those interested in joining the choir are invited to a rehearsal on Saturday at 12:30 pm at the Civic Centre
Studio (Stage Area). Choir will also meet on Sunday morning at 9:15 am in the Civic Centre Studio. Please
bring your own copies of More Voices and Voices United.

DISPLAYS: For those who requested display space, your table will be identified with your name. Displays will
need to be set-up before the start of the meeting Friday morning at 8:30 am, and taken down Saturday
afternoon by 2 pm. The display tables will be in meeting room.

BOOK ROOM: Bookstore manager Leona Laundry will be on hand during the weekend. Leona has a wonderful
selection of 100t Anniversary items for sale. You will want to purchase one of these special mementos.
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MILESTONES IN MINISTRY CELEBRATION: If you have signed up for the banquet, please note that you will
be invited to take a seat at any table in the room, other than those that have been reserved for our special
guests. The banquet begins at 6:30 pm and we would like to have everyone seated by 6:20 pm. The
Youth@Region will end the evening with a worship service and we ask everyone to remain in their seats for
the youth service.

CELEBRATION OF MINISTRIES SERVICE: Our Sunday morning worship is our celebration with those being
Ordained, Recognized, Admitted and the Installation of our new President. This service is part of our annual
meeting and, if possible, we ask that you please stay for the service. The service will be held at the Corner
Brook Civic Centre Studio. The service will also be live streamed on our UCC East YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG9mO0i4iudZEdE4Ts1dr1CQ and FDEE Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/FirstDawnEasternEdgeRC. There will be a receiving line and a light reception
following the service in the lobby.

CLERGY ROBING: During our Celebration of Ministries Service, clergy are invited to wear their gowns for the
processional. Please note the Liturgical colour is red.

WORKSHOPS: If you have not signed up for the workshops, we encourage you to do so before Friday. We
want to honour those who have put time and talent into sharing information with us to help our
congregations to thrive.

#ucceast HASHTAG: If you take a photo or would like to share a note during the weekend, use our #ucceast
hashtag. If you share a photo, make sure the people in it are okay with your sharing.

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION: There will be a President’s Reception on the Friday evening at 7:30 pm following
business. Join us in celebrating our President, Rev. Jocelyn Cook.

KITCHEN PARTY: The Kitchen Party will be held at 8 pm following the President’s Reception. President-Elect
Rev. Elsie Squires will be our host for the Kitchen Party. If you indicated an interest in sharing your talents,
Elsie will have already been in contact with you. Cash bar and snacks will be available.

LEAVING EARLY: If you must leave the meeting early, we ask that you fill out the “Permission to Leave Early”
form available at the Business Table.

TRAVEL CLAIM: When making your travel claim, please provide receipts. This is a CRA requirement for the
Region to be able to claim a tax refund. Please consider donating your claim back to the Regional Council.
Your travel claim can be submitted to the Business Table during the meeting or mailed to the address on the
form following the meeting. As a reminder, this is for travel expenses incurred travelling to and from the
meeting (not your meals and accommodations during the meeting).

As stated in the memo dated February 19, 2025, if you are travelling by car, meals enroute will be reimbursed
for travel five hours or more. Please note the travel policy of the Region is a limit of one car, one round trip
for each Pastoral Charge. Any exceptions or extenuating circumstances must be approved by the Division of
Finance and Administrative Resources ten (10) days before the Annual Meeting. If there are additional cars,
without prior approval, reimbursement will be split evenly.
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2025 CELEBRATION - UNITED CHURCH CENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES AT THE FDEE ANNUAL MEETING: We are
excited to celebrate a remarkable milestone — 100 years of the United Church of Canada! In honour of this
centennial moment, we have a few meaningful and fun ways for everyone to participate.

DRESS FOR 1925 — OPENING WORSHIP IN STYLE: For our Opening Worship (Friday Morning), we invite you
to travel back in time! Come dressed in your best 1925-inspired attire—whether it's a vintage hat,
suspenders, a classic dress, or a nod to the fashion of the day. Let’s mark this centennial in style!

BRING A CENTENNIAL ARTIFACT OR SYMBOL: As a sign of our Bold Discipleship, please bring an artifact or
item that represents the 100 years of the United Church of Canada—something meaningful to you or your
community of faith. It could be an old hymnal, a church photo, a stole, a piece of art—anything that tells part
of our shared story. There will be a time to share the significance of your artifact with each other.

PRAYER WALL — 100 PRAYERS OF GRATITUDE: As a sign of our Deep Spirituality, we will be building a Prayer
Wall with 100 prayers or messages of gratitude from across our Region. Please bring a short written prayer,
blessing, or message of thanksgiving. Bring along your own prayers or bring along prayers from your
community of faith, from members or past members of the Region, and from retired clergy who may be
unable to attend. These will be displayed as a beautiful symbol of our collective hope and faith.

CEREAL FOR THE COMMUNITY — 100 ITEMS FOR THE FOOD BANK: As a sign of Daring Justice, to aid with
food insecurity, and as a sign of gratitude to our host city, Corner Brook, we are hoping to collect 100 boxes
of cereal for the local food bank to honour the church's long-standing commitment to justice and
compassion. If you're able, please bring a box of cereal to contribute to this important outreach.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS: As a sign of our joy in being United Church, we’d love to celebrate the Good
News happening in your faith community. What'’s bringing life and hope to your community of faith these
days? Please come prepared to share a brief story (two minutes) - something inspiring, joyful, or encouraging.
These stories will lift us all and remind us of God’s work among us.

We look forward to greeting you our Regional Council family in person for the 7" Annual Meeting. It is so
wonderful to be meeting in person again this year! Matters important to the church, your faith and the well-
being of people of our Region will be discussed and decisions made. Please prepare yourself to be open to
God’s spirit as we seek to respond faithfully to the challenges and opportunities of this time.

Let’s make this gathering a time of worship and decision-making and a joyful celebration of our shared
history, faith, and mission. Thank you for helping make it memorable!
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