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A Celebration of Ministries 
  
Bold type indicates the responses of the people. 

  

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
  

PRELUDE  

   

PROCESSIONAL HYMN PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE GOD OF HEAVEN  VU#240 
 

Praise, my soul, the God of heaven, glad of heart your carols raise; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, who, like me, should sing God's praise. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the Maker all your days! 
 

Praise God for the grace and favour shown our forebears in distress; 
God is still the same forever, slow to chide and swift to bless. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Sing our Maker's faithfulness! 
 

Like a loving parent caring, God knows well our feeble frame; 
gladly all our burdens bearing, still to countless years the same. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! All within me, praise God's name! 
 

Frail as summer's flower we flourish; blows the wind and it is gone; 
but, while mortals rise and perish, God endures unchanging on. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise the high eternal one. 
 

Angels, teach us adoration, you behold God face to face; 
sun and moon and all creation, dwellers all in time and space. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Praise with us the God of grace! 
 

WELCOME        (Rev. Jocelyn Cook, President) 
    

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND   (Rev. Jocelyn Cook, President) 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP     (Rev. Jocelyn Cook, President)  

One: Jesus meets us in this place, revealing the power of God. 
All: What do you want with us, Jesus? 
 

One: Jesus call us to truth, to justice, to life made new. 
All: What do you want with us, Jesus? 
 

One: Speak to us now, Jesus, and meet us as we worship. 
All: Come, let us worship God, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
  
OPENING PRAYER      (Rev. Jocelyn Cook, President) 

Let us pray, 
 
Holy and Gracious God,  
You have called us together as your people,  
drawn together by your love and challenged by your truth.  
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We gather in this place today,  
seeking to hear your Word and follow your way.  
Open our hearts to your presence.  
Reveal to us your purpose and will.  
When we ask, “What do you want with us?”  
give us courage to answer, to trust your call, and to walk in your ways.  
For you are faithful, and your love endures forever.  
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.  

 
PRESENTATION OF THOSE TO BE ORDAINED, RECOGNIZED AND ADMITTED 

Executive Minister:  
 The seventh Annual Meeting of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council of The United 

Church of Canada has received confirmation from the Credentialing Committee of the Office 
of Vocation that the ministry personnel before us today, who was previously recognized as 
a Designated Lay Minister and has now felt called to ordained ministry in The United Church 
of Canada, has been deemed to be ready for ordination. 

 

And that the Candidacy Board has confirmed that the candidates before us for designated 
lay ministry have been deemed to be ready for recognition as Designated Lay Ministers.   
 

 And that the Admissions Board has confirmed that the admissionand before us today, who 
is an ordained minister in another denomination and who now wishes to exercise ministry 
within The United Church of Canada, has been deemed ready for admission. 
 

President: Who is this whom you bring for service into the body of Christ, the Church? 
  

(Those to be ordained, recognized, and admitted are invited to stand as their names are read by 
the Office of Vocation Minister)  
  

OV Minister: I present Emma O’Rourke, who was previously recognized as a Designated Lay 
Minister and has now felt called to ordained ministry in The United Church of Canada. The 
Office of Vocation has examined her; and we believe her to be qualified for this ministry. 

 

OV Minister: I present Heather Cronhelm and Corey Paul, who desire to serve as Designated Lay 
Ministers in The United Church of Canada. The Candidacy Board has examined them; and 
we believe them to be qualified for this ministry.  

 

OV Minister: I present Deepak Yohan, who was already ordained in another denomination and 
who now wishes to exercise ministry within The United Church of Canada. He has already 
served among us; the Admissions Board has examined him; and we believe him to be 
qualified for this ministry.   

  

Executive Minister:  In what we are about to do, the church, recognizing God’s call to this ministry, 
prays that those who are called will continue to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit as the 
church authorizes and recognizes their particular and diverse ministries. 

 

(Those to be ordained/recognized/admitted may be seated)   
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION (Rev. Catherine Stuart, Minister for 

Children, Youth and Young Adults) 
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Let us pray…  
Holy Spirit, breathe life into your Word. Speak to us with authority and truth.  
Quiet the noise of our hearts and minds so that we may hear your voice.  
Speak to us a Word of challenge and grace.  
Open our hearts to the mystery of your love, and reveal to us what you desire of us.  
Through Christ, the Living Word, we pray. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING    (Youth Representative)  
Jeremiah: 29: 11-14a 
 

11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, 
I will hear you. 13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I 
will let you find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the 
nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back to 
the place from which I sent you into exile. 
 

Response: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.    
  Thanks be to God. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING   (Rev. Alan Hall, GCO Representative) 
Psalm 98 
  

Sung Refrain: Sing a new song unto God, who has done such marvellous things. 
 

Sing to God a new song,  
for God has done marvellous things.  

Your right hand and your holy arm have brought victory.  
You have made known your salvation,  
and revealed before the nations your saving power.  

You have remembered your steadfast love  
and faithfulness to the house of Israel;  

all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 

Sung Refrain: Sing a new song unto God, who has done such marvellous things. 
 

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;  
break into joyous praise, sing psalms.  

Sing psalms to God with the harp,  
with the harp and melodious voice.  

With trumpets, and the sound of the horn  
make a joyful noise before our sovereign God. 

 

Sung Refrain: Sing a new song unto God, who has done such marvellous things. 
 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,  
the world, and its inhabitants.  

Let the rivers clap their hands,  
the hills sing together for joy before God.  

You come to judge the earth, O God,  
to judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 

 

Sung Refrain: Sing a new song unto God, who has done such marvellous things. 
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SCRIPTURE READING    (Rev. Heather Sandford, Regional Minister)  
Ephesians 3: 10-12, 16-19  
 

God’s purpose is now to show the rulers and powers in the heavens the many different varieties 
of his wisdom through the church. This was consistent with the plan he had from the beginning 
of time that he accomplished through Christ Jesus our Lord. In Christ we have bold and confident 
access to God through faith in him.  
 

I ask that he will strengthen you in your inner selves from the riches of his glory through the 
Spirit. I ask that Christ will live in your hearts through faith. As a result of having strong roots in 
love, I ask that you’ll have the power to grasp love’s width and length, height and depth, together 
with all believers. I ask that you’ll know the love of Christ that is beyond knowledge so that you 
will be filled entirely with the fullness of God.  
 
Response:  The grass withers and the flower fades,  

but the Word of our God shall stand forever. 
 
HYMN  AS A FIRE IS MEANT FOR BURNING   VU#578  
   

As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame, 
so the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God's name. 
Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build a bridge of care, 
we join hands across the nations, finding neighbours everywhere. 
 

We are learners; we are teachers; we are pilgrims on the way. 
We are seekers; we are givers; we are vessels made of clay. 
By our gentle, loving actions, we would show that Christ is light. 
In a humble, listening Spirit, we would live to God's delight. 
 

As a green bud in the springtime is a sign of life renewed, 
so may we be signs of oneness mid earth's peoples, many-hued. 
As a rainbow lights the heavens when a storm is past and gone, 
may our lives reflect the radiance of God's new and glorious dawn. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING     (Rev. Jocelyn Cook, President) 
Mark 1:21-28 
  

21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and 
began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who 
had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was 
possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have 
you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus 
sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him 
with a shriek. 27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new 
teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News 
about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 

 
Response: The Gospel of Christ.   
  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

 
4 



 

SERMON       (Rev. Jocelyn Cook, President) 

“What Do You Want With Us, Jesus?”  

  
HYMN  HERE I AM, LORD    VU#509  

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send? 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain, 
I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, 
I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

A NEW CREED    (Rev. Dr. Sharon Ballantyne, Growth Animator) 

Let us stand and confess our faith together, as we say the words of the Creed: 
  

We are not alone, we live in God's world. We believe in God:  
 who has created and is creating, 
 who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new,  
 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God.  We are called to be the Church:  
 to celebrate God's presence, to live with respect in Creation, 
 to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, 
 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God.  
  

INVITATION PRAYER 

President: Let us pray for the outpouring of spiritual gifts upon those whom God has chosen for 
this ministry. Let us pray: 

  

All: We ask you, O God, to send your Holy Spirit. The same spirit that moved over 
the waters at earth’s creation, the same spirit that descended like a dove, 
the same spirit that was with Christ. May your spirit be with us and what we 
do here. May our ministry be an example of your love; that the gifts we 
celebrate and share bring us and others even closer to you. Amen. 

 
5 



 

President: The church seeks to equip the saints by calling forth, supporting and celebrating both 
lay and ordered ministries. 

 

Executive Minister: Within the order of ministry of The United Church of Canada, some are called 
to a Diaconal Ministry of Education, Service and Pastoral Care, and others are called 
to an Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care. Today, we celebrate 
those individuals who were previously recognized as Designated Lay Ministers and 
have now felt called to ordained ministry. We honour the years of ministry experience 
and the life-long vocational call they bring to Christ’s church.  

 

 We also celebrate with those candidates who are entering into Designated Lay 
Ministry, through recognition, and with those whose ministry is continuing as they are 
admitted to the Order of Ministry in the United Church. 

 

 In what we are about to do, the church, recognizing God’s call to these ministries, 
prays that those who are called will continue to receive the gifts of the Spirit, as the 
church accepts and authorizes their ministries. 

  

THE ORDINATION OF A MINISTER 
  

(The candidate for Ordination shall come forward)  
  

 President: Jesus Christ came into the world to be the servant of God and all people. God calls 
his church to a ministry of worship, witness and reconciliation. In baptism we were 
received as members of his church, and at confirmation we committed ourselves to its 
ministry. In order that this ministry of the whole church may be fulfilled, God has given 
the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care, and the Diaconal Ministry 
of Education, Service, and Pastoral Care. It is the responsibility of the church to seek, 
train, and set apart those whom God calls so to serve. 

  

President: We ask you the questions contained in the Basis of Union of The United Church of 
Canada: Do you believe in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and do you commit 
yourself anew to God?  

Candidate: Yes, I do.  
 

President: Do you believe that God is calling you to the Ordained Ministry of Word, Sacrament 
and Pastoral Care, and do you accept this call?  

Candidate:  Yes, I do.  
  

President: Are you willing to exercise your ministry in accordance with the scriptures, in continuity 
with the faith of the church, and subject to the oversight and discipline of The United 
Church of Canada?  

Candidate:  Yes, I am willing.  
 

President: (Regional Council members please stand) 
 Members of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, will you support and encourage 

Emma as she performs her ministry among us? 
Members of Regional Council:  We will.  
  

President: May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace and power 
to perform them. 

All: AMEN.  
 (Regional Council members may be seated)        
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(Those laying on hands, please come forward)  

  
THE LAYING ON OF HANDS 
 

(The candidate kneels) 
President: By the power of your Spirit, O God, fulfill the call of Emma O’Rourke to ordained 

ministry in your church and strengthen her for that ministry. 
All: AMEN.  
  
(The newly Ordained Minister stands)  
  

THE DECLARATION 

President:  In the name of Jesus Christ, who calls the church into being and is present among us, 
and by the authority of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, I declare that Emma 
O’Rourke has been ordained to the ministry of Word, Sacrament and Pastoral Care 
within The United Church of Canada.  

(Those laying on hands, please return to their seats)  
 

THE PRESENTATION OF STOLE 
(Those presenting the Stole, please come forward) 

 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLE AND CERTIFICATE 

President:  Receive this Bible; proclaim in word and action the gospel of Christ with diligence and 
love. 

All: AMEN.   

  
THE RECOGNITION OF A DESIGNATED LAY MINISTER 

  

(The candidates shall come forward) 
  

President:  Jesus Christ came into the world to be the servant of God and all people.  As servant 
Lord, Jesus calls his church to a ministry of worship, witness and reconciliation. In 
baptism we were received as members of his church, and at confirmation we 
committed ourselves to its ministry. In order that this ministry of the whole church 
may be fulfilled, God has  called some to lead the people in praise and prayer, and to 
preach the gospel of Christ through Designated Lay Ministry. It is the responsibility of 
the church to seek, train, and set apart those whom God calls so to serve. 

President: Do you believe in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and do you commit yourself anew 
to God? (Please respond individually) 

Designated Lay Minister: Yes, I do.  
  

President:  Do you believe that God is calling you to the work of a Designated Lay Minister, and 
do you accept this call? (Please respond individually) 

Designated Lay Minister:  Yes, I do.  
  

President:  Are you willing to exercise your ministry in accordance with the scriptures, in continuity 
with the faith of the church, and subject to the oversight and discipline of The United 
Church of Canada? (Please respond individually) 

Designated Lay Minister:  Yes, I am willing.  
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President: (Regional Council members please stand) 
 Members of Regional Council, will you support and encourage Heather and Corey as 

they perform their ministry among us? 
Members of Regional Council:  We will.  
 

(Regional Council members may be seated) 
(Those laying on hands, please come forward) 

 
THE LAYING ON OF HANDS 
(The candidate kneels) 

President:  Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon your servant (Heather Cronhelm/Corey Paul) for 
the office and work of a Designated Lay Minister in your church.  

All: AMEN.  
  

(The newly recognized Designated Lay Minister stands) 

 
THE DECLARATION 

President:  In the name of Jesus Christ, who calls the church into being and is present among us, 
and by the authority of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, I declare that 
(Heather Cronhelm/Corey Paul) has been recognized as a Designated Lay Minister in 
The United Church of Canada.  

(Those laying on hands, please return to their seats)  

 
PRESENTATION OF THE STOLE  

(Those presenting the Stole, please come forward) 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLE AND CERTIFICATE 

President:  Receive this Bible; proclaim in word and action the gospel of Christ with diligence and 
love.  

All: AMEN. 

   
THE ADMISSION OF A MINISTER 

  

(The Admissionand shall come forward) 
 

President:  Deepak, we recognize your ordination and are pleased that you choose to now join us 
in our particular life within God’s church.  We ask you: Do you believe in God: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, and do you commit yourself anew to God? 

Minister: Yes, I do.  
 

President:  Are you willing to exercise your ministry in accordance with the scriptures, in continuity 
with the faith of the church, and subject to the oversight and discipline of The United 
Church of Canada? 

Minister: Yes, I am willing. 
 

President: (Regional Council members please stand) 
 Members of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, will you support and encourage 

Deepak as he performs his ministry among us? 
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Members of Regional Council:  We will.  

President:  May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace and power 
to perform them. 

All: AMEN.  
 

(Regional Council members may be seated) 
(Those laying on hands, please come forward)  

  
THE LAYING ON OF HANDS 

(The Admissionand kneels)  
 

President: As in your ordination, there was the call for the Holy Spirit to be with you. In your 
admission, may the Holy Spirit continue to guide you in your ministry. 

All: AMEN.  
 

(The newly admitted minister stands)  
  

THE DECLARATION 

President:  In the name of Jesus Christ, who calls the church into being and is present among us, 
and by the authority of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, I declare that 
Deepak Yohan has been welcomed and admitted into The United Church of Canada 
as an ordained minister. 

(Those laying on hands, please return to their seats)  

 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE STOLE 
(Those presenting the Stole, please come forward) 
 
PRESENTATION OF BIBLE AND CERTIFICATE 

President:  Receive this Bible; proclaim in word and action the gospel of Christ with diligence and 
love. 

All: AMEN.   

 
PRAYER FOR THE NEW MINISTERS 

President: Gracious God, give to your servants Emma, Heather, Corey and Deepak the grace and 
power to fulfil their ministries. Grant that always having the assurance of faith, 
abounding in hope, and being rooted in love, they may witness the story and live the 
faith, enfolded always in the embrace of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   

  

All: AMEN! May they proclaim the good news, inspire our prayers, and show us 
Christ, the Servant.  

 

President: Greet your new Ministers!  
   
SUNG RESPONSE  HALLE, HALLE, HALLE   VU#958 

 Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
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 Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

 
THE PEACE     (Rev. Sherpherd Munikwa, Minister for Justice,  
         Mission and Outreach) 

May the Peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  

Let us greet one another with signs of Christ’s peace. 
 

OFFERTORY INVITATION  (Rev. Roger Janes, Community of Faith Stewardship 
          Support Staff) 

Participating in what God is doing is a gift we have been given. Being part of something larger 
than ourselves gives life meaning, and connects us with others in empowering ways. In 
celebration of all our ministries, the offering today will go to the Mission and Service of The United 
Church of Canada.  

 

HYMN   ALL WHO HUNGER   VU#460    
  

All who hunger, gather gladly; holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wandering. Here, in truth, we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 
 

All who hunger, never strangers; seeker, be a welcome guest. 
Come from restlessness and roaming. Here, in joy, we keep the feast. 
We that once were lost and scattered in communion's love have stood. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 
 

All who hunger, sing together; Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. Here, in peace, we have been led. 
Blest are those who from this table live their lives in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. Taste and see that God is good. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  (Rev. Roger Janes, Community of Faith Stewardship  
          Support Staff) 
 

Let us pray…  
God of abundance, you have given us every gift we need.  
Receive these offering of our hearts and hands.  
Use them to build up your church to proclaim the good news and to serve those in 
need.  
Teach us to give with courage and generosity, trusting that you are already at work 
in us and through us.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  
Amen. 
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WE CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
   

        (Rev. Jocelyn Cook, President) 

INVITATION  

Friends, this is Christ’s table, where all are welcomed and none are turned away.  
Come not because you must, but because you are invited.  
For here, bread is broken, and the cup is poured, as signs of Christ’s love and sacrifice.  
Come and meet the One who knows you and calls you.  
Come with open hearts and willing spirits. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

President:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
President: Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
President: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
COMMUNION LITANY 
 

It is a right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 
God, Creator of heaven and earth. In the beginning, you called creation into being, forming life 
from chaos, hope from despair. You formed us in your image, breathed into us the breath of life, 
and called us into covenant with you.  

When we wandered, you sent prophets to call us back. When we despaired, you spoke words of 
hope: “I know the plans the I have for you,” you said, “plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
to give you a future with hope.”  

And so, when the time was right you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, teaching with authority, healing 
the broken, casting out fear and despair, showing us the way of your kingdom. When the powers 
of this world crucified him, you raised him to life, defeating the powers of sin and death. By his 
life, death, and resurrection, you set us free to follow him in faith and love.  
 

And so with prophets and preachers, saints and disciples, people of every time and every place, 
we join our voices in praise as we proclaim: 

   
 (MV #203) 

O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space. 
All earth and sea and sky above bear witness to your grace. 
Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise. 
And blessed is the One who comes and bears your name always! 
 

On the night before he died, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to those who sat with him, saying: “Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Each time 
you do this, remember me.” 
 

In the same way he took the cup, saying: “Take, drink. This is my blood, poured out for you, for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, remember me.” 
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In remembrance of these things, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
(MV #204) 

Sing Christ and died and Christ is risen, Christ will come again!  
Sing Christ and died and Christ is risen, Christ will come again! 
 

Send, O God, your Holy Spirit, upon us and upon this bread and cup. Make them be for us the 
body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit, make us one with Christ and one with each other, united 
by your love and power. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  
 
          (MV #205) 
Amen, Amen, O Holy One, Hosanna and Amen!  
Amen, Amen, O Holy One, Hosanna and Amen! 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

President: We gather these and all of our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, who teaches us to 
pray together saying:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BREAKING THE BREAD AND SHARING THE CUP 
(Communion is shared together) 
 

President:  The body of Christ, the bread of life; broken for you. 
 The blood of Christ, the cup of blessing; poured out for you. 
 The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 Come, for all things are now ready. 

  
HYMN  ONE BREAD, ONE BODY    VU#467 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless; 
and we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 

Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man, no more 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless; 
and we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.  
  

Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all. 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless; 
and we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 

Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, gathered to one, for all. 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all, one cup of blessing which we bless; 
and we, though many, throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord. 
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HYMN  EAT THIS BREAD      VU#466  
 

Eat this bread, drink this cup; come to me and never be hungry.  
Eat this bread, drink this cup; trust in me and you will not thirst. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray…  
Holy and Gracious God, here at this table your promise of new life is made tangible.  
We have rested in the depth of your love; We have tasted your nourishing, nurturing 
grace; We have felt your presence among us.  
Together, at this table, you have offered us life.  
Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer, and so we give you thanks.  
Send us forth from this table to be your people at work in the world:  
to feed as we have been fed, to forgive as we have been forgiven, to love as we have 
been loved.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen! 

 
HYMN  A SONG MUST RISE   MV#142    

Refrain:  Oh a song must rise for the spirit to descend 
Oh a song must rise once again 
Singing out God’s - praises and glory, the faithful voices blend, 
Oh a song must – rise for the spirit to descend. 

  

From the mountains to the valleys, from the desert to the sea,  
a song must rise once again.  
From the voices of our leaders, the voice of you and me,  
a song must rise for the spirit to descend. R  
 

From poverty and riches, from the voice of young and old,  
a song must rise once again.  
From the free and the imprisoned, the timid and the bold,  
a song must rise for the spirit to descend. R  
 

From every house of worship, in every faith and tongue,  
a song must rise once again.  
From the villages and cities a new song must be sung,  

a song must rise for the spirit to descend. R   

 
THE INSTALLATION OF THE PRESIDENT OF REGIONAL COUNCIL 

  

(President-Elect comes forward) 
  

PRESENTATION 

President:  We are gathered here, in the presence of God, to celebrate a new ministry and to 
covenant together for the service of God.  

  

Executive Minister: We present to you Elsie Squires, whom this region has elected to preside over 
its life and work until such time as a successor comes to office, that she may be 
installed in the office of President of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council.  
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STATEMENT OF MINISTRY 

President:  Elsie, all the baptized are called to Christ’s ministry, both within the church and beyond 
it. Now you are called, by the grace of God and the will of this regional council, to a 
particular ministry as President of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council. It is given 
to you to serve this region by presiding at its Eucharistic table, its ordination, 
commissioning, and recognition of members, and its business proceedings.  

  

You are called, further, to be a servant of the Word among the congregations of the 
region and to exercise pastoral care for all its people. That you may fulfill this ministry, 
you are counselled to seek the help and guidance of God and to call upon the support 
that we, the members of this regional council, promise you this day.  

 
PROMISES OF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT 

President:  That this assembly may know your mind and will, I ask you:  
 Do you believe that you are called to the office of President of First Dawn Eastern 

Edge Regional Council, and do you accept this trust, and will you exercise your ministry 
in accordance with Scriptures and in continuity with the faith of the church?  

President-Elect: I will.  
  

President: Will you, with Christ’s people, be faithful in prayer and in the study of Scripture, that 
you may know the mind of Christ and will you boldly proclaim and interpret the Gospel 
of Christ by word and sacrament, that the people of God may be strengthened and 
that God’s reign may be advanced?  

President-Elect: I will.  
  

President: Will you be faithful in the pastoral care of all whom you are called to serve, caring and 
being cared for, labouring together to build up the household of God and will you 
diligently perform the duties of your office within the polity of The United Church of 
Canada?  

President-Elect: I will.  

 
PROMISES OF THE REGIONAL COUNCIL 
 

(Members of Regional Council please stand)  
  

President:  Will you, the members of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, support and 
encourage Elsie with your prayers and work?  

Members: We will.  
  

(Members may be seated)  
 

President:  Let us pray.  
Gracious God, whose spirit has ever blessed the church with varieties of gifts for the 
work of ministry, we thank you that you have blessed us with gifts that enrich our 
lives together and strengthen our witness and service in the world. Especially, we 
thank you for the particular gifts that your servant, Elsie, brings to the office of 
President of Regional Council. By your grace, enable her to exercise this ministry with 
wisdom and humour, courage and compassion, to the glory of your name, through 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.  

 14 



 

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS 

(Former Presidents are invited to come forward for the Laying on of Hands) 

President:  Send, O God, your Holy Spirit upon your servant, Elsie Squires, that she may minister 
faithfully in the office of President of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council.  

All:  AMEN.  

 
PRESENTATION OF THE SYMBOLS OF OFFICE 

President: Receive this bible, stole and shepherd’s crook. Exercise your ministry as President of 
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council of The United Church of Canada.  

 

President: In the name of Jesus Christ and by the authority of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional 
Council, I install you, Elsie Squires, as President of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional 
Council. May God bless and keep you. Amen.   
 
Greet your new President!  

 
SUNG RESPONSE   HALLE, HALLE, HALLE   VU#958  
 

Halle, halle, hallelujah!  
Halle, halle, hallelujah!  
Halle, halle, hallelujah!  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

 
PRESENTATION OF BANNER 

(Members of Corner Brook United Church Pastoral Charge and Britannia Pastoral Charge) 

The President’s banner was made as a gift to the region in 2014 by the Stitched Together in 
Prayer group of New World Island East Central United Church on the occasion of their minister, 
Rev. Paula Gale, becoming President of Newfoundland and Labrador Conference. The banner is 
to be hung in the sanctuary of the home congregation of the Regional Council President 
throughout their term in recognition of the role the home congregations play in supporting the 
President.   
  

Representatives of Corner Brook United Church Pastoral Charge will now pass the banner to 
representatives of Britannia Pastoral Charge, to be hung in the sanctuary throughout the term of 
our new Regional Council President, Rev. Elsie Squires.  

  
WE GO FORTH TO SERVE 

  
THANKING THE PAST PRESIDENT 

(Rev. Elsie Squires, President) 

 
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS, BLESSING, AND SENDING FORTH  

        (Rev. Elsie Squires, President) 
  
RECESSIONAL HYMN   GO, TO THE WORLD VU#420 

 
15 



 

Go to the world! Go into all the earth.  
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life's worth,  
baptising as the sign of our rebirth.  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
 

Go to the world! Go into every place.  
Go live the Word of God's redeeming grace.  
Go seek God's presence in each time and space.  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
 

Go to the world! Go struggle, bless and pray;  
the nights of tears give way to joyous day.  
As servant Church, you follow Christ's own way.  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
 

Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,  
for I am with you 'til the age shall end,  
when all the hosts of glory cry 'Amen!'  
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
 
POSTLUDE 
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ORDINATION 
 

Emma Mildred (Walsh) O’Rourke, DLM 
 

I was born and raised in Buchans, a mining town in the center of 
our beautiful province of Newfoundland and Labrador. 
 
I am married to my husband and friend, Donald, and we are 
blessed with two sons, Matthew and Brendan, who equally blessed 
us with three grandsons, Gabe, Gavin and Harrison. 
 
My introduction to The United Church of Canada began at an early 
age, which would see me regularly attending church with my 
grandfather Walsh. And so the journey began. As a youth, I was 
involved in many capacities within the church, such as a member 
of the choir, Explorers, CGIT, and a Sunday School teacher. 
 
At age 16, I left the comforts of home to pursue a career in 
hairstyling. My church life was pushed behind, yet I could still feel 

the strong presence of God in my life. I wanted to explore some of the things other people my 
age were trying. Step outside the box; outside my comfort zone. God’s still, small, voice kept 
beckoning me, even as I tuned it out. James 1:2-4 tells us that trials are occasions for joy because 
they test our faith and enable us to persevere as we mature.  
 
That maturity led me back to exploring my faith and where it belonged in my life. I participated 
in many capacities at Grace United Church in Springdale, from where I discerned my call to 
ministry. Imagine my surprise when a friend, mentor, and minister suggested to me that it was 
time for me to open myself up and share the gifts I had been given with others. I was skeptical, 
but the more we talked the more I realized the importance of her words and encouragement. 
Fired by that encouragement and the support of my church family, husband, and children, I 
entered the DLM program at St. Andrew’s College at the age of 55. The still, small, voice was 
heard and was filled with encouragement, and I haven’t looked back.  
 
My journey led me to the Elliston-English Harbour Pastoral Charge. I serve four points in this 
charge, those being Elliston, English Harbour, Newman’s Cove and Dunfield. From starting in this 
charge as a student minister, I have experienced many ways in which my gifts and talents can 
be used to encourage my community of faith, challenge them, and show them how we must all 
work together to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. Putting our faith in action proves 
more powerful than mere words. Faith when used clears the eyes of our soul and allows us a 
new vision for all Gods’ family. 
 
I give continued thanks to all who have, and continue to be, a part of my life in The United Church 
of Canada.  
 

 

 

 

17 



 

RECOGNITION 
 

Heather P.J. Cronhelm 
  
 

I have two wonderful sons, Gregory and Nicholas (Leah).  As I write 
this, I look forward with joy to the birth of my first grandchild - Nick 
and Leah’s first child!  
 
I was born in St. Anthony, Newfoundland and Labrador, and was 
baptized, confirmed, and nurtured in the faith within the St. Anthony 
United Church community. I first encountered my call to ministry in 
my early teens. This experience completely baffled me. I did not 
openly pursue this particular call until decades had passed. Over the 
years, I did however serve within United Church congregations and 
within other denominations in many different ways.  
 
The call to become a United Church Minister never vanished 
completely, but nestled deep within me like a distant memory. I had 
worked within the field of Early Childhood Education in various 

capacities, for over 15 years when my call to United Church Ministry fully resurfaced. About ten 
years ago, I was sitting in my CBS home church, Topsail United. While listening to the account of 
Moses’ call, my call to ministry hit me like a ton of bricks! As I continued listening to this lectionary 
reading, all my questions and reservations also bubbled to the surface. Then I heard the words 
of Exodus 3:12 And God said, I will be with you.”(NIV) I marvel at both the ludicrous nature of 
this call and the goodness of God’s grace! 
 
I became a candidate and began studies at the Atlantic School of Theology in 2017. While at AST, 
I had the privilege of completing my SFE placement at Grace United Church in Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia. In the fall of 2020, after achieving a little over half of the required credits towards a 
Masters of Divinity, I sensed Christ’s call to “cast my net on the other side”.  I left AST and applied 
to the St. Andrew’s College DLM program. I completed these studies online and in Saskatoon. 
The Fortune United Church Pastoral Charge was my three year SME site- a true blessing!  
 
My Candidacy journey was filled with many twists and turns. Through it all God’s faithfulness 
endured. God’s abiding presence was especially made evident through support provided by 
teachers, mentors, my children, my siblings and their families, my friends and colleagues. I give 
thanks for my mum, who had served in this Region as clergy, and for my dad. They cheered me 
on as I began this journey. Though both my parents have now passed from this world, they 
remain part of that Great Cloud of Witnesses which surrounds me. 
 
As a Recognized DLM, I pray that I will faithfully share this assurance - God will be with you!   
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RECOGNITION 
 

Corey L. Paul 
  
 

I was born in Gander, Newfoundland and Labrador, in December 
1971, and lived in Glovertown until the age of five. My family then 
moved to Labrador City where I stayed until my early twenties, before 
relocating to Fredericton, New Brunswick.  
 
Shortly after arriving in New Brunswick, I completed training as an 
Emergency Medical Technician/Paramedic and worked in this field 
until 2000. In addition to this role, I served with the Military Police 
Reserves. 
 
In 2000, I attended community college and earned a certificate in 
Information Systems Administration and in 2009, completed the 
Electronic Technician program through George Brown College. Over 
the next 21 years I was employed as a field service technician, 
became a team lead and finished my technical career as a Field 

Support Specialist providing technical support to technicians throughout Canada. 
 
In February 2003, I met Jennifer at the church I was attending, and we were married in August 
2005. After a brief stay in St. John’s, we returned to New Brunswick and settled in the Oromocto 
area where we joined the Oromocto United Church in 2010. Our daughter Ava was born in January 
2011. 
 
Since my teen years, I felt a calling to ministry, however, only pursued it seriously in 2019. With 
my family’s support, I began the process to become a Designated Lay Minister with The United 
Church of Canada in 2021. I started my studies at St. Andrew’s College in Saskatoon and the 
Center for Christian Studies in Winnipeg. As part of the program, I served in a three-year 
appointment with the Green Bay South Pastoral Charge. I am currently serving with the La Scie 
Pastoral Charge and am a member of the Future Directions team with the First Dawn Eastern 
Edge Region. 
 
While these past 4 years have been a mix of challenges and blessings, I would not change 
anything about this experience. It has been quite a ride! During this time, I was guided by 
scripture, Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (ESV). 
Creator has indeed been with me during this educational experience, and I am eager to see where 
Creator will take us next.  
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ADMISSION 
 

Rev. Deepak Nitesh Yohan 
  
 

Rev. Deepak Nitesh Yohan is the minister of Norman's Cove 
Pastoral Charge. He started serving the three point charge in 
November, 2023. Before coming to serve in The United Church of 
Canada, Rev. Deepak served the church in India, that is, the 
Church of North India and in Zambia, that is, the United Church of 
Zambia. Both the churches are global partners of the United 
Church. 
 
He also holds a unique relationship with the churches in Canada. 
His grandparents accepted Christ through the mission work of 
Canadian Missionaries. His parents studied in two different 
residential schools in India which were established by the 
Canadian Missionaries. He grew up and spent his childhood on the 
grounds of the mission station of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. Later, after the 1925 Church Act, the mission station 

became a part of The United Church of Canada Foreign Mission until it was handed over to the 
Church of North India. 
 
Rev. Deepak began serving God in his youth within his congregation, and his first job was also 
with the church. After completing his undergraduate studies in computer science, he didn't see 
his career in computers as his calling, as God had directed him to serve the people through the 
church. Since then, he has been actively involved in church work, offering services in various 
areas while taking on different roles. 
 
Since he started serving the church in 1999: 
Congregation Youth President (Honorary), Smillie Memorial Church 
Diocesan Youth President (Honorary), Diocese of Bhopal  
Member of Diocesan Council, Diocese of Bhopal  
Project Officer HIV/AIDS Awareness Project of Church of North India  
Missionary Lecturer at the United Church of Zambia Theological College 
Synod HIV/AIDS Coordinator, United Church of Zambia Synod 
Sectoral Coordinator, National Council of Churches in India 
Church Mission Enabler Synodical Board of Social Service 
Consultant Presbyterian Church in Canada 
Chaplain Christian Hospital Indore 
Honorary Minister, Smillie Memorial Church 
Minister Norman's Cove Pastoral Charge  
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PRESIDENT-ELECT 

 
Rev. Elsie M. Squires, B.A.(Ed.), B.A., M.Ed., M.Div. 

  
  

Elsie reflects on her life as a number of blended and blessed 
chapters.  She grew up in the scenic community of New Chelsea, 
received her elementary education there and then continued with 
high school at E.J. Pratt Central High, Brownsdale. The ocean, 
woods, and the country side brought her love for the wide open 
spaces. School, family, and community were influential in the 
development of her strong work ethic. Her post secondary 
education began at Memorial University where she did her first two 
years of teacher education and then joined the teaching staff at E.J. 
Pratt Central High, Brownsdale. 
 
Elsie is married to Maxwell Squires who is very supportive. They 

have four adult children: Boyd (Karen), Robin (Denise) Amanda 

(Rodney) and Adam (Melissa). They are also blessed with six 

precious grandchildren: Justin, Cameron, Chelsea, Arianna, Kaylee and Dawson.  

Elsie spent a full teaching career in her home area at E.J. Pratt Central High (23 years) and Hant’s 

Harbour Elementary (7 years) where she taught French and English classes. During that time, as 

she balanced raising a family with her teaching career and study, she graduated with her 

Education Degrees. During her teaching career, Elsie spent years volunteering as lay reader at 

Bethel United Church, Sibley’s Cove.   

After her teaching years, another chapter of her life began as Stewardship Awareness Consultant 

for the Newfoundland and Labrador (NL) United Church Conference. She extensively travelled 

Newfoundland and Labrador leading church services and workshops which were focused on good 

stewardship and the excellent work of the Mission and Service Fund. 

During her time as Stewardship Awareness Consultant, she felt a call to ordained ministry and 

her discernment meetings were held on Hant’s Harbour Pastoral Charge. Accepted as a candidate, 

Elsie began the In-Ministry Programme which was offered by the NL Conference and the Atlantic 

School of Theology, Halifax. Her in-ministry was done in Stewardship and as full time minister for 

three years on the Britannia Pastoral Charge, Random Island. Elsie reflects on the late Rev. Sonia 

Bent’s encouragement to come to the Britannia Pastoral Charge and is forever thankful for all the 

help and support given by her educational supervisor, the late Rev. Florence Sanna, and by the 

Britannia Pastoral Charge supervision team.  In 2006, Elsie graduated from the Atlantic School of 

Theology, was ordained by the NL United Church Conference, and was settled on the Norman’s 

Cove Pastoral Charge. During her ministry there, her Clinical Pastoral Education and pastoral care 

courses sparked her desire to do ministry in a health care setting.   

In 2008, she accepted the position of Pastoral Care Clinician with Eastern Health. This ten year 
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chapter of her ministry was done at the Caribou Memorial Veterans’ Pavilion, Dr. Leonard A. Miller 

Center, the Health Science Psychiatric Unit and Masonic Park and Pleasant View Towers Long 

Term Care. Elsie then returned to ministry on the Britannia Pastoral Charge where she has 

faithfully served for seven years.  

Elsie is a life long learner and since ordination, has completed another Clinical Pastoral Education 

unit, ethics certificate courses, and other courses such as Calling and Caring Ministries, Conflict 

Management, Non-Violent Crisis Intervention Suicide Prevention and Pastoral Care to First 

Responders. She also attended many pastoral care and palliative care conferences and 

information sessions. 

Last year, at the annual meeting of First Dawn Eastern Edge, the theme was “When We Say Yes”.  

Elsie answered “yes” to the nomination of President-Elect of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional 

Council. This weekend brings much anticipation and excitement to her as she is installed as 

President. With the help and encouragement of family, the support of the First Dawn Eastern 

Edge Regional Council, as well as the support of her congregants, Elsie looks forward to this 

exciting chapter of her life and pledges with God’s help to do her best as she serves!   
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