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Introduction of Celebrants and Special Guests 
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Introduction of Slideshow 

Presentation of Anniversaries 
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Thank you for your Ministry 

 
Retirements 

Rev. Roger D. Janes 

Ms. Georgina F. Parsons 

Rev. Marilyn E. Rees 

 
Anniversaries 

The Rev. Boyd L. Hiscock     65 Years 

The Rev. F. John Adams      60 Years 

The Rev. Arthur G. Elliott     60 Years 

The Rev. Ralph G. Moores     60 Years 

The Rev. Dr. L. George LeDrew    55 Years 

The Rev. Clayton M. Parsons     55 Years 

The Rev. James Allen Von Riesen    50 Years 

The Rev. S. Boyce Parsons     45 Years 

The Rev. E. Brian Colbourne     35 Years 

The Rev. Roger D. Janes      35 Years 

The Rev. Valerie L. Peyton Kingsbury    35 Years 

The Rev. Beverly G. Matthews     30 Years 

The Rev. Denine P. Morgan      30 Years 

The Rev. Yvonne M. Hopkins     25 Years 

The Rev. Pamela M. Jones-Fitzgerald    25 Years 

Ms. Lorraine E. Moores      25 Years 
 

  



Ordinand 

Emma O’Rourke 

 

Recognized for Designated Lay Ministry  

Heather Cronhelm 

Corey Paul  

 

Admissionand 

Rev. Deepak Nitesh Yohan 

 

Candidates 

Melissandra Groza 

Katelyn Vardy 

 

Admissions Applicant 

Rev. Deepak Khristi 

 

Leaving 

Rev. Dr. Beverly Brazier 

Rev. Gneid Lackey 

 

Regional Council Staff Anniversary 

Rev. Catherine Stuart 
Minister for Children, Youth and Young Adults, Eastern Regions 

5 Years 
 

Acknowledgement 

Rev. Alan Hall 
General Council Office Representative, The United Church of Canada 

Retirement 

 

 



Retirement and 35th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Roger D. Janes, B.A., M.Div. 
 

 “I grew up in the community now known as Grand Falls-Windsor, 

the eldest child of Roger and Betty Janes. I began attending 

Memorial United Church with my paternal grandfather at the age of 

five. I was confirmed at age 12 and taught Sunday school as an older 

teen. After high school, I went to Memorial University of 

Newfoundland, where I obtained a Bachelor of Arts in 1987. The 

following year, I boarded my first plane, flew to Halifax, and began 

my theological studies at Atlantic School of Theology. Three years 

and two summer internships later, I graduated from AST. On May 27, 

1990, I was one of five ordained at Gower Street United Church in 

St. John’s. 

 

I began my ordered ministry on the Bonne Bay Pastoral Charge. I 

served this five-point pastoral charge for seven years and enjoyed 

the place, but especially the people, immensely. In June of 1997, Colleen Harty (from Gambo) and I 

were married at Shoal Brook United Church and 10 days later, I began a new ministry – as the 

Programme and Leadership Staff person of the Newfoundland & Labrador Conference. I served in this 

position for 18 years, during which time Colleen and I became parents to our now adult children – 

Mark and Matt. 

 

In the Fall of 2015, I began a new chapter in my ministry, this time as the General Council Staff person 

responsible for Stewardship and Planned Giving in what is now the three Regions of Atlantic Canada 

and Bermuda. In 2020 my responsibility extended into the three Eastern Regions, encompassing 

Quebec, Eastern Ontario and Central Ontario. 

 

At the end of this year, Colleen and I plan to retire and spend more time with our children and 

grandchild, and more “weekdays” up to the cabin. I look forward to what the future holds – for me 

personally, and for The United Church of Canada, of which I am so proud to be a part.” 

  



Retirement 
 

Ms. Georgina F. Parsons, DLM 
 

Georgina was born in Fortune, NL in 1950, the first child of George 

and Leah (Barnes) Day. She attended school at the United Church 

School, later named Haddon Academy, and was a member of 

Mission Band, Explorers and CGIT. 

 

Georgina was Recognized at the Inaugural Meeting of First Dawn 

Edge Regional Council on May 5, 2019 in Gander at Fraser Road 

United Church (a church which she passed almost every Sunday 

for 30 years on her way home from attending services at 

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church one street over, having 

married and raised her children in the Roman Catholic faith). 

 

After returning to Grand Bank in 2010, Georgina became involved 

once again in the United Church and finally answered God’s call to ministry after telling him to go 

away and leave her alone for many years! She began her ministry as a candidate in the DLM stream 

of ministry at McDermott United Church in Pool’s Cove in July 2015. 

 

Since Recognition, she has served the Pastoral Charges of Garnish-Frenchman’s Cove, St. Anthony 

and Grand Bank. Each pastoral charge has brought valued experiences and she will always be thankful 

to have had the privilege to be their minister even for a short while. 

 

Georgina is thankful for all the support and encouragement she experienced along the way. 

Unfortunately, her biggest supporter, her husband Herb, passed away in October 2022. Beginning 

ministry at an “advanced” age after several previous careers meant that she would not be able to 

serve as long as she would have liked and health issues brings her to this sad end to her career in 

ministry. She will miss the work she found very rewarding dearly – well probably not all the meetings 

and meetings involved! 

  



Retirement 
 

The Reverend Marilyn E. Rees, B.A.(Ed.), B.A., M.Ed., M.Div. 
 

Born September 1952, Marilyn grew up in Whitbourne, the 

daughter of the late Mavis (Smith) & George Suley. 

Throughout her life, she was an active member of the 

Whitbourne Pastoral Charge serving on session, official 

board chair, secretary, UCW president and always a part of 

the choir, and various capacities of church outreach — all 

of which were an important part of her spiritual and church 

journey. 

 

In 1974, she married her devoted partner, Irwin, who has 

supported her in ministry and in every other venture that 

she has undertaken, without whose support, her 

experiences in ministry could never have been so enriching. 

 

Marilyn was a devoted educator for 34 years, and still a life-long learner to this very day. From 1973-

2003, she taught at Woodland Elementary, Dildo as a primary-elementary educator and learning 

resource teacher. Upon completing her Master’s Degree in Education, at Memorial University, she was 

approached by Dr. Jean Brown to teach some of her courses while she was on sabbatical. Which led 

to teaching two years at Memorial. Following her retirement, Marilyn, along with her ever devoted 

hubby, headed on another adventure -- to Charleston, South Carolina, as the Educational Media 

Specialist, where she taught literacy and research skills (2004 & 2005) at Midland Park Elementary, a 

school of 750 students. This adventure was part teaching and part mission to a Title-One School.  

 

In February 2008, during a worship service, at her home church, Marilyn sensed another call while 

already deeply immersed in the church’s life and ministry. So, another journey began. After a period 

of discernment, in June 2008, Marilyn was accepted into the Atlantic School of Theology, and her love 

of ministry was further deepened. And what a wonderful journey it has been. 

 

In August 2008, she began serving part-time on the Northern Arm Pastoral Charge, where she 

remained until 2011. In September 2011, she was transferred to Heart’s Content Pastoral Charge. She 

remains ever so thankful to the overwhelming support she received from both pastoral charges as 

she journeyed through those first five years of growing and learning; often learning more from them 

as she ministered among them. 

 

In 2013, upon ordination, she was called by Fortune Pastoral Charge, where she remained until 2020. 

The welcome and support she received right to the last day and yes, even during Covid was second to 

none. The church boards, Session, Senior choir and UCW and Men’s Choir all worked so cohesively 

together it was a joy to be nurtured within their ministry. In March 2020, when provincial Covid 

guidelines restricted “in-person worship”, Marilyn, with Irwin’s technical assistance, began the first of 



her 367 online services in the manse living room in Fortune. Services that are still offered as outreach 

to seniors’ home and shut-ins to this very day.  

 

In 2020, Marilyn returned to her roots and the community of faith that nurtured and supported her 

throughout the years — the Whitbourne Pastoral Charge. Marilyn wanted to give back to the place 

that gave her so much. Once again, Marilyn shared deep appreciation and thanks for the support and 

opportunity to minister among them. 

 

She will retire on July 31, 2025. Marilyn has enjoyed 17 years of exciting and challenging ministry and 

the opportunity to return thanks to this wonderful church of ours, The United Church of Canada, with 

gratitude for its personal nurture and faithful expression of loving service. 

 

Peace and justice for all. 

  



65th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Boyd L. Hiscock, B.A., M.Div. 
 

Boyd’s Privileges: a capsule of my 65 years since Ordination: 
 

• To meet Clem Rodgers at a Youth Rally in Winterton and then at 
Pine Hill to prepare for ordination together, friends for life with Clem 
and Robin. 
 

• To attend Memorial and find, in the library, not only the great 
writers but the beautiful Library Assistant, Ruth Trickett, who 
eventually agreed, as Dr. Max Dawe said “to go from one draft old 
parsonage to another” and raise a family of four, who have produced 
seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren, and counting. 
 

• To get to know and serve wonderful people at Red Bay, Dunville 
and Portugal Cove as a student; Fortune, Glovertown, Deer Lake and 

Churchill Falls after ordination. 
 

• To hear the humbling compliment, “Your prayers don’t leave anyone out”, and try to be that inclusive in 
every aspect of Ministry: a remarkable Hi-C group in Fortune; shut-ins who received Communion at home; 
Twillingate Presbytery Fall Youth Rallies; four congregations who would get a service every Sunday; Teens 
who had their questions answered honestly in High School assembly and in Religion Class; young people 
who crowded Deer Lake Church Hall for their own Sunday program; people of many backgrounds at 
Churchill Falls; students at Coughlan College; our people in small churches and large. 

 

• To see the Church move from a system dominated by St. John’s Lay and Clergy elite (all good people, of 
course) to a system where everyone is someone. 
 

• To help organize and stabilize finances and encourage their use for the camps and Candidates and 
provide each retiree and ministry widow with a Christmas gift that says each one is remembered and 
appreciated. 
 

• To serve many offices at all levels of our Church, and promote changes that were deemed good for as 
much of the future as could be envisaged; share that service with good friends, wonderful staff, both 
Support and Professional; and to be paid in full at retirement with a cheque for $0.00. 
 

• To do Interim Ministry in Ontario, keeping membership back home. 
 

• To serve about 40 years as President of Island Furniture with its commitment to people who live with 
challenges. 
 

• To fish salmon with Joe Burton and hunt moose with Big Alec Smith, and engage in a few other sports 
along the way.  
 

• The privilege of living twenty years more than the “three score and ten”. 
 
In Ontario, Ruth got us started in golf, bowling and curling. Now, life is good, helping her with her crafts, and 
living with our son, Bill.  



60th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend F. John Adams, B.A., M.Div. 
 

“I was born on Great Burin Island son of Frank and Maggie 
Adams, the fifth child in a family of ten. In 1950, with the 
change in the fishery, we moved to Collins Cove, Burin. When I 
matriculated from school, my father asked me what I was going 
to do with my life. I told him “I want to become a minister, and 
I want to go fishing on a dragger.” His response was “some 
foolish a move with his grade eleven going on a dragger.” I said, 
“Dad, in order to become a minister, I have to go to university 
for seven years and that will cost a lot of money. I want to be 
independent and pay my own way. Going to sea is the fastest 
way I know to make money.” He nodded his head and said, “If 
that is what you want, go ahead.” My mother disagreed.  
 

The day after I finished school, I signed on a refrigerated ship as an oiler, transporting frozen fish from 
NL to the United States. Shortly after I joined another refrigerated ship as oiler delivering frozen 
provisions to U.S. Military serving on the Distant Early Warning (DEW) Line in Labrador, Hudson’s Bay 
and Greenland. For this service we were given a generous bonus and paid extra for discharging cargo. 
When we returned in November 1956, I signed on as diesel engineer on Bowrings Sealing Vessel the 
M.V. Algerine. We spent the winter ice breaking in Botwood and St. John’s Harbours, salvage 
operations in Cape Breton and the Azores. On March 4, 1957 we left for the seal fishery in Labrador 
and the northeast coast of NL. We arrived back in St. John’s on a beautiful Palm Sunday evening with 
a successful voyage and good financial reward.  
 
I could see I was now in a position to finance my future education. Since the Algerine was going north 
on Hydrographic Survey for the summer and would not be back until October, I left her and returned 
to Burin. Immediately, I was hired on a Burin Dragger, fishing on the Grand Banks. Shortly after, I was 
asked to take a position as engineer on another refrigerated ship coasting lobsters to the U.S. and 
whale meat up the St. Lawrence River and the Great Lakes to Cleveland, Ohio. Both of these positions 
were very lucrative and added greatly to my savings. My father congratulated me on my 
accomplishments and said, “You did what you wanted to do and sooner than I expected.”  
 
I arrived on the Mount Allison Campus in September of 1957, ill prepared for a rigorous academic 
program. In school I had no science background, limited French and lacking in English literature and 
composition. It was a challenge, but I took to Greek like a duck to water and it became my minor with 
philosophy as a major for the B.A. degree.  
 
Pine Hill Divinity Hall academically was a cinch. The knowledge of Greek and Hebrew prepared me 
well for Biblical Studies especially for my thesis, “Death in the Gospels.”  
 
While at Mount Allison and Pine Hill, I served student mission fields from Nova Scotia to British 
Columbia and as weekend supply in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
 
I graduated in the 1965 Pine Hill class of twenty-two members, eight of us Newfoundlanders. We 
were Ordained at Gower Street Church on June 11th, the largest class in the history of the NL 
Conference. Seven of us were happily settled in the Conference, one person chose to be settled on 



the mainland. We were warmly welcomed, congratulated and assigned to a pastoral charge for which 
we all felt Divinely appointed. 
 
Since Ordination, I have served Conference in every elected office, including three years as 
Conference Secretary, a member of most committees, General Council, General Council Executive 
and Sub-Executive, chaired Terra Nova and Humber Presbyteries and various other committees. I 
found much joy and pleasure in serving in whatever position I was elected or asked to serve. The 
pleasure and satisfaction was multiplied with the marriage of my wife, Dallas and later with the 
addition of our children, Lynette, John and Corey all of whom played an active part in the life of the 
Church. Their support and encouragement inspired me to work hard, travel and be compassionate in 
my ministry. Not being a “Pulpit Hopper”, I served only three pastoral charges, Green’s Harbour, 
Botwood and First United, Corner Brook.  All three have filled our souls with precious memories.  
 
At the 25th Anniversary Celebration Banquet, five or six members of the original eight were present. 
Imagine our surprise when the late Hubert Norman, Chair of the Business Committee, acting on 
behalf of Conference Executive, announced we were too big of a class and they could not have all of 
us speak and they had chosen one person to speak for all of us. It probably would not have felt so 
harsh if we had been informed before what was planned. The Palm Sunday joy and exhilaration of 
Ordination had degenerated to a dull, dark Good Friday. Some of us left that celebration as sad 
ministers and felt Conference had missed a golden opportunity to recruit future ministers and 
showed a lack of appreciation for our service. Did we ever have too many ministers and, if so, why 
are there so many Pastoral vacancies now?  
 
Since that Good Friday experience, I have not attended any Milestones Celebrations and have lost 
my zeal and enthusiasm to participate in Conference. Instead, I gave unselfishly of my time and talent 
to Presbytery, District and Pastoral Charge. My extra career activities have been devoted to School 
Boards, Health Care boards, Chaplaincy to schools and Sir Wilfred Grenfell College, Sea Cadets and 
Royal Canadian Legion, involved in Bay Scouts, A.A., Rotary, Masonic, Homes for neglected children, 
young offenders, mentally and physically challenged adults, ecumenically sponsoring refugees, boat 
people and establishing a transition house for women to name a few. All of which resulted in great 
happiness and deeply influenced our children.  
 
Over the years, I have witnessed many changes in the Conference, some good and others bad. I have 
followed with interest the two attempts at “Restructuring Governance” in an effort to inject new life 
and greater efficiency in operation. I am at a loss to see much, if any, improvements.  
 
As far back as I can remember, I have viewed life as a pilgrimage and I am a pilgrim on the journey. 
Unlike some pilgrims who leave home with a destination in mind such as reaching a temple, shrine 
on sacred spot and receiving a blessing and then going home, my pilgrimage has been more in the 
line of Abraham whom God called to go to a New Land and he would be with him. Abraham 
experienced some dull, dark days but he arrived at his destination with God’s blessing. My pilgrimage 
has taken me to many unknown places and experiences with stops along the way that enriched the 
journey among people who inspired me to keep going and challenged me with difficult choices and, 
through it all, I heard God say, “I am with you.” He has led me into beautiful green pastures and 
beside sparkling still waters.  
 
I will not be present for this year’s “Milestones Celebration” but I send you greetings and best wishes 
for a happy, successful and inspirational meeting. God Bless!”  



60th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Arthur G. Elliott, B.A., M.Div. 
 

Arthur was born in Botwood and received his early education there, 

attended Memorial University for one year, and went on to Mount 

Allison and then Pine Hill Divinity Hall. He spent one year teaching at 

Twillingate and was Principal at Port Anson. During his time at Mount 

Allison, Art was President of the Theological Society and President of 

the University Youth Fellowship Group! 

 

Following his Ordination at Gower Street United Church, he served 

briefly on the Northern Arm Pastoral Charge and then spent three years 

at Bay Roberts, twenty years at Lewisporte and twelve years at Wesley 

in St. John’s.  

 

As a student, Art served the Pilley’s Island Pastoral Charge, the 

Laurenceton-Exploits Pastoral Charge, the Milo and Watertown Lakes 

Charges in Alberta, the Pleasant Bay and Kennetcook Charges in Nova Scotia, and the Grand Manan 

and Long Reach Pastoral Charges in New Brunswick. 

 

Art has served the church in many capacities including the Presidency of our Conference, Secretary 

of the Avalon Presbytery, chaired numerous committees and divisions in Presbytery and Conference, 

served as a Commissioner at General Council and represented the Church at the Canadian Council of 

Churches. 

 

In retirement, Art has been a community and social activist, championing causes for seniors, 

handicapped adults, community and social issues as well as promoting economic development with 

the Town of Lewisporte and the Lewisport and Area Chamber of Commerce. He did a research project 

for Memorial University’s School of Medicine on “Children’s Non Compliance with Asthma 

Medications” and served nine years on the Gander Airport Authority. 

 

In recognition of his contributions, Art received the NL Senior of Distinction Award, the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee Medal, the Senate of Canada’s Centenary Medal, and the Order of Newfoundland 

and Labrador. 

 

Art and Ruth still live in Lewisporte and among their best blessings are the special love and care of 

their daughters Lisa and Karen, the grandchildren Ashley and Krystal, Nathaniel and Benjamin. They 

have three precious great grandchildren Aria, Amber and Jace to love! And imagine the privilege of 

marrying two grandchildren and the third coming up this summer! 

 

“Blessings without number!” 

  



60th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Ralph G. Moores, B.Th., B.A. 
 

Rev. Ralph Moores graduated from Pine Hill Divinity Hall, Halifax, Nova 

Scotia and was ordained in June 1965 at Gower Street United Church. 

This is the same church he was baptized, confirmed and married in. 

 

Ralph served pastoral charges in Burin Bay Arm/Epworth, Bishop’s 

Falls, Victoria and Garnish for 15 years. He then served as chaplain for 

clinical institutions in St. John’s for 15 years until his retirement in 

1995. 

 

During retirement Ralph continued to do volunteer work as well as 

bowl. He was very active in the Masonic Lodge and Shriners 

International. Ralph enjoyed travelling and continued to drive until 

early 2024. 

 

This past year Ralph has faced health challenges and moved to Tiffany 

Village with his wife Shirley in November 2024.  
  



55th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Dr. L. George LeDrew, B.A., M.Div., D.Min. 
 

George’s father served in the Newfoundland Ranger Force and 

the RCMP and, as a result, George was born in St. Anthony and 

lived in Englee, Norris Arm and St. Lawrence before moving to 

St. John’s in 1951. 

 

Upon graduating from Prince of Wales College, he became a 

candidate for ministry and attended Memorial University and 

Pine Hill Divinity Hall. He found the love of his life in 

Campbellton, New Brunswick, Linda Elaine MacCallum. They 

married in 1968, and have two sons, Matthew and John. 

 

George was ordained in 1970 and settled on the Hant’s Harbour 

Pastoral Charge. Subsequently, he was called to Gower Street 

United Church where he served as associate and then senior 

minister. 

 

In 1979, George and family moved to Rochester, New York where he studied for his Doctor of Ministry 

degree. He then served in Pleasant Heights United Church, Calgary and again as senior minister at St. 

Andrew’s River Heights United Church, Winnipeg. In addition to serving the church at the Presbytery 

and Conference level, George served in the chaplaincy branch of the Canadian Armed Forces. 

 

In 1993, George became our Conference Personnel Minister until his retirement in 2004. Following 

retirement, George served in Ottawa and then Calgary as an Intentional Interim Minister. In 2009, he 

returned to our Conference to serve as acting Personnel Minister for a short time. And then, FINALLY. 

HE. RETIRED…… 

 

Linda and George now make their home in Ottawa and truly miss Newfoundland. But Matthew and 

John live nearby. Linda enjoys sewing, playing cards with friends, her ‘bitch and stitch group’ as well 

as a challenging round of darts. They have been on a number of cruises together and have enjoyed 

many summers in Hopeall, Trinity Bay. In addition to volunteer work in the community and active 

involvement in church, George gets in a lot of walking following 30 years of competitive running. He 

plays quite a bit of golf these days and has discovered that golf is just the old guys’ version of an 

Easter egg hunt. 

 

“Serving our church has been a great privilege. I have been inspired and blessed as I have experienced 

the depths of faith and commitment that so many people have.” 

 

  



55th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Clayton M. Parsons 
 

Clayton Maxwell Parsons was born in Noggin Cove, Carmanville on 

September 6, 1936. In his early life he moved to Lumsden where he 

completed his high school education. He started his career as a 

teacher and taught in Noggin Cove and Frederickton each for one 

year and Cape Freels for two years. 

 

Clayton became a candidate for ministry in 1958 and continued his 

education at Mount Allison University. During his studies at Mount 

Allison, he served a Summer Mission Field in Flatbush, Alberta. After 

a period as Lay Supply Minister, he attended Pine Hill Divinity Hall 

(Atlantic School of Theology) in Halifax. He was ordained at 

Lewisporte in 1970. 

 

Since ordination, Clayton served the following Pastoral Charges: 

Campbellton-Stoneville (1970-1971), St. Anthony (1971-1974), 

Springdale (1974-1982), Deer Lake (1982-1992) and Humber United, Corner Brook (1992-1999). 

In 1974 during his early years of Ministry at St. Anthony, Clayton was elected by the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference to visit the Holy Lands. To this day, he maintains that 

this visit was the highlight of his ministry. 

 

During his active ministry, Clayton served as Chair of the former Humber Presbytery from 1977-

1979. He also chaired the Division of Finance and Administration as well as the Property 

Committee from 1986-1992. He later became Chair of the West District Chaplaincy Committee 

of MP&E until 1998. 

 

Clayton retired prematurely in June of 1999. As he still felt the call to serve, in 2001 he accepted 

a one-year contract at Oakland United. That one-year contract was renewed four times. In June 

2006 he was chosen to be Minister Emeritus of First United Church where he officiated at 

funerals, baptisms, marriages and worship services in the absence of full-time personnel. 

Additionally, in 2006 he served half time on the Curling Pastoral Charge and retired again in 2007.  

In 2009, he provided Weekend Supply and emergency duties at Curling Memorial for a period of 

another two years. 

 

Clayton and Lorraine are currently living in Corner Brook, NL. They have one daughter, Stephanie 

who is married to Carl Ripley of Amherst, NS. They are blessed with two grandchildren, Andrew 

and Claire and the family resides in Moncton, NB. 

  



45th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend S. Boyce Parsons, B.Th. 
 

Stephen Boyce Parsons was born in Noggin Cove on 

April 7, 1942. He is the son of the late Alma and Theophilus 

Parsons and stepson of the late Clyde Gibbons. 

 

In early life, Boyce moved to Lumsden. There he received 

his high school education, with the exception of Grade XI, 

which was completed at Wesleyville, NL. 

 

Boyce is married to Olive Stagg of Cape Freels, NL. They 

have two children, Dawn and Stephen. Dawn is married to 

Shawn Melindy of Lumsden and they have two children, 

Jessica and Jacqueline. Boyce and Olive are now blessed 

with a great grandson, Jude. 

 

Boyce attended Memorial University for two years. He taught school at Fogo, Grand Bruit, Gander 

Bay South, Lumsden, Pool’s Cove and Sop’s Arm. In 1974, he was settled on the Herring Neck 

Pastoral Charge as a Lay Supply Minister, where he served for three years. In 1977, he moved to 

Caledonia, Nova Scotia where he served as student supply on weekends during the three years 

he was attending Atlantic School of Theology; from which he received a Bachelor of Theology 

degree. 

 

Since ordination in May of 1980, he served the following Pastoral Charges: Curling, Glovertown, 

Labrador City and Salmon Cove. Since retirement, Boyce served as weekend supply on the 

Newtown-Lumsden Pastoral Charge and the Herring Neck Pastoral Charge. Boyce also helped out 

on the Carmanville Pastoral Charge and more recently on the Newtown-Lumsden PC for a 

number of Sundays during times when the Pastoral Charges were without clergy. 

 

Boyce and Olive reside at the family home in Lumsden, NL. 

  



35th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Valerie L. Peyton Kingsbury, B.A., M.Div. 
 

Valerie began her adventure as an ordained minister with 

The United Church of Canada in 1990. Ordained by the 

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference, she moved to 

Nova Scotia where she served in ministry with rural, urban 

and small towns across the province for 33 years. She 

returned home to Newfoundland in 2023 to the Herring 

Neck Pastoral Charge. 

 

Touched by the many people who have crossed her path, 

Valerie has been empowered to tap into the gifts of the 

spirit and live into her passions as story teller, song writer 

and author. She has experienced the presence and power 

of Divine in the children and youth who have called her to 

rethink her understandings, to be open to possibilities, and 

to be inclusive; in the dying who have enabled her to know 

the certainty of the resurrection; in the elderly who have 

shown her faith at its deepest level; and in all who have been open to the call of the gospel to seek 

justice, know God and serve others. 

 

Valerie's work in palliative care led her to write her first book "Creating Spaces for Healing and Hope". 

Her love of the Psalms gave birth to "Soul Songs". Her practice of daily reflection and of seeing Divine 

all around her inspired her book of daily reflections "From The Riverbank". Her passion for preaching 

and liturgy gave rise to "Worship Ready" and "Worship Ready II". Her love of music and her belief 

that music is a key ingredient in worship, led her to join forces with Christopher Bowman to create 

new liturgical resources and hymns for an ever-evolving spirituality. These resources include "Walk 

the Walk", "Singing Faith Today", "This is our Story", "Underneath Cathedral Skies", "Beyond the 

Darkness" and a 10th anniversary collection "Our Story, Our Song". 

 

Valerie's life partner and companion in Faith is Rev. Mark Kingsbury. Together they have three 

children, Terri, Sarah and Kaleigh and three grandchildren Liam, Jase and Riley. 

 

  



30th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Beverly G. Matthews, B.A., B.Ed., M.Div., M.Art. 
 

Beverly is the youngest daughter of Rev. Silas and Blanche Rodgers, 

from St. Jones Within, NL. She grew up in NL, and met the love of 

her life, Rev. Stephen Matthews, in the fall of 1983. They were 

married in the summer of 1990, and together they have raised four 

children. 

 

After graduating from AST, Beverly was ordained in 1995. She has 

shared ministry with a number of congregations in Newfoundland, 

including Epworth, Whitbourne, Nipper’s Harbour, New World 

Island East Central, Carmanville and Carbonear. With her partner 

in life and colleague in ministry, Rev. Stephen Matthews, Beverly 

served with the Uniting Church in Australia in Burwood and 

Croydon (in Sydney) from 2010 to 2021. 

 

Beverly has always had a passion for ministry with people of all 

ages and abilities, particularly those on the fringes of church life. 

Transformatively, she received a Certificate in Youth Ministry from 

AST in 1997, Godly Play Core Training in 2016, A Master of Art (Fine Arts) from UNSW in 2019, and 

Godly Play Trainers’ Training in 2024. She has enjoyed incorporating both Godly Play and various 

creative techniques in many discipleship contexts. 

 

In September 2021, Beverly began serving with her current congregation in Newfoundland: Faith 

United Church, Campbellton. Living with Stephen in Appleton, NL, every day Beverly is thankful for 

the blessings of life and ministry, serving with Faith United. 

  



25th Anniversary 
 

The Reverend Pamela M. Jones-Fitzgerald, B.Ed.(Prim.), M.Div. 
 

Pamela grew up in Torbay, NL and attended Holy Trinity, an 

all-grade school under the denominational school system 

while attending St. James United Church on Sundays with her 

family. Fully immersing herself in Roman Catholicism while 

attending school, her love of ecumenism was born at an early 

age. Upon completion of a Bachelor of Primary Education 

Degree at Memorial University in 1993, her call to ministry 

came as a Worship Volunteer during visits to Her Majesty’s 

Penitentiary. 

 

Pamela graduated from the Atlantic School of Theology in 

2000. She spent a year in London, Ontario serving at White 

Oaks United Church under the supervision of the 

Rev. Dr. Nancy Hardy. 

 

Pamela was settled on a six-point pastoral charge in rural NL, where she spent two years. She then 

moved into a full-time chaplaincy position at Memorial University in November 2000. Her 15 years of 

work there culminated in the Spirituality Centre becoming a Multi-Faith Centre. 

 

Pamela spent four years as Spiritual Director at Stella’s Circle. Her work in outreach ministry there 

was life-changing. She spent a number of years as Minister of Visitation and also Lead Minister at St. 

James United.  

 

Pamela has a certification of Pastoral Care and Counseling from the Clinical Association of Pastoral 

Education (CAPPE) with a recommendation to advanced level. She has experience working with 

people of all walks and ages of life both inside and outside of the church. She has extensive experience 

in program development, especially working with those who are on the margins of society as well as 

young adults and seniors.  

 

She is a strong advocate of mental health wellness. Pamela is a liturgical and sacred circle dancer and 

has studied dance under the direction of Anna Douthwright, a pioneer of Liturgical Dance in Canada.  

Pamela loves sailing, fishing, motorcycling, gardening, baking, knitting and interior design. She sings 

with Stella’s Circle Inclusion Choir. She lives in St. John’s with her husband and three children; Sophie, 

Nathan and Julia and her dog, Max. 

 

Pamela’s call includes ministry to Bedford United Church, Bedford, Nova Scotia, St. Andrew’s United 

Church, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Coverdale Court Work Services, Halifax, Nova Scotia, White Oaks United 

Church, London, Ontario, Hillview Pastoral Charge, (Hillview, St. Jones’ Within, Hatchet Cove, 

Adeytown, North West Brook, Queen’s Cove), Anglican/United Chaplain, Memorial University of 

Newfoundland, St. James United Church, St. John’s, NL, Stella’s Circle (Spiritual Director), Gower 

Street United Church, St. John’s, NL. 

  



25th Anniversary 
 

Ms. Lorraine E. Moores, DLM 
 

Lorraine Moore was born to Frank and Janet Moore nee Pearcey 

June 27, 1944 in St. John’s, Newfoundland. The youngest of eight 

children, Lorraine received her earlier education at Macpherson 

Academy and attended high school at United Collegiate in 

St. John’s. She was married to Reverend Lloyd Moores (deceased 

1995) for 30 years. They raised three sons Paul (Sandra), Russell 

(Elaine) and Geoff (Nichole), also six grandchildren and two 

great-grandchildren. 

 

For Lorraine, ministry was a second calling while doing pulpit 

supply on the O’Leary West Cape Pastoral Charge in PEI. She 

started training for Lay Pastoral Ministry in 1995. Lorraine 

trained for three summers at the United Theological College in Montreal and requested a transfer to 

Newfoundland Conference in 1998.  

 

She was settled on the Little Heart’s Ease Pastoral Charge where she served for 12 years. She started 

a women’s joint choir while serving in Little Heart’s Ease Pastoral Charge. This year Lorraine 

celebrates 25 years of her ministry.  

 

After retirement, Lorraine served Shoal Harbour Pastoral Charge for part-time ministry for three 

months. Then Clarke’s Beach Pastoral Charge sought out Lorraine for three additional years. Now, in 

2025, Lorraine has moved to Kelligrews to a personal care home at Admiral’s Coast Retirement 

Centre. 

 

P.S. Lorraine also provided music for Agnes Pratt and Hillcrest Estates seniors’ homes and much to 

her delight. 
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