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Ministry Personnel

Abbott. Vera

Adams, F. John
Adams, Gary
Andrews, Christopher
Barbour, Stephen
Barnes, Amanda
Bartlett, William
Biles, Walter
Blackwood, Wayne
Bowlby, Miriam
Boyd, Jason

Brace, Julie

Brett, Kathy
Brett-Williams, Veronica
Brinston, Joan
Bungay, Lorne
Bursey, Karen
Burton, Joseph
Case, Raymond
Colbourne, E. Brian
Cole, Roscoe

Cole, Wayne
Conrad, Joan

Cook, Graham
Cook, Jocelyn
Crewe, Dianne
Cronhelm, Heather
Daka, Limon

Davis, John

Davis, Marion
Dingwell, Oliver
Elliott, Arthur G.
Elliott, Arthur W.
Feltham, Ernest
Gale, Paula

Ginn, Calvin
Guzzwell, David
Hamlyn, Victor
Hann, Donna
Hannon, Brian
Hillier, Eric

Hopkins, Yvonne
Janes, Roger

Jarvis, Glenn

Jarvis, Lorraine
Johnson, Peggy
Jones-Fitzgerald, Pamela
Kean, George
Keddy, Darlene
Kingsbury, Valerie
LeDrew, L. George
LeGrow, G.L. Sheldon
Lodge, Thomas
Maich, John
March-MacCuish, Faith
March-MacCuish, lan
Marsh, Ricky
Martin-Carter, James
Matabire, Liberty
Matchem, William
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Retired
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Ministry Partner
Non-UCC
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Retired
Retired
Retired
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Retired
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Active
Active
Retired
Retired
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Retired
Retired
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Retired
Retired
Active
Retired
Active
Active
Retired
Retired
Retired
Active
Retired
Retired
Active
Retired
Retired
Retired
Active
Active
Active
Retired
Active
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REGIONAL COUNCIL ROLL - continued

Ministry Personnel - continued

Matthews, Beverly Ordained Minister Active
Matthews, Guy Ordained Minister Active
Matthews, Stephen Ordained Minister Active
McClellan, Stephanie Ordained Minister Active
McGonigle, John Diaconal Minister Retired
Mercer, Hubert Ordained Minister Retired
Mercer, William Ordained Minister Active
Michelin, Lee Ordained Minister Retired
Mojica-Fisher, Nancy Ordained Minister Retired
Moores, Alice Lenora Ordained Minister Active
Moores, Lorraine Designated Lay Minister Retired
Moores, Ralph Ordained Minister Retired
Morgan, Denine Ordained Minister Active
Muwowo, Simon Ordained Minister Active
Newell, Tony Ordained Minister Retired
Noseworthy, Lawrence Ordained Minister Active
Oake, Harry Designated Lay Minister  Retired
O'Rourke, Emma Designated Lay Minister  Active
Pardy, A. Marion Ordained Minister Retired
Parsons, Clayton Ordained Minister Retired
Parsons, Desmond Ordained Minister Active
Parsons, Georgina Designated Lay Minister Retired
Parsons, S. Boyce Ordained Minister Retired
Parsons, Scott Ordained Minister Active
Paul, Corey Candidate Active
Pike, Linda Ordained Minister Active
Pike, Rebecca Diaconal Minister Active
Potter, Lisa Ordained Minister Retired
Ravenscroft, James Ordained Minister Active
Rees, Marilyn Ordained Minister Active
Reynolds, Royden Ordained Minister Retired
Robbins, Betty Ordained Minister Retired
Rodgers, Raymond Designated Lay Minister Retired
Rodgers, Silas Ordained Minister Retired
Rose, Stephanie Ordained Minister Active
Sandford, Heather Ordained Minister Active
Sellars, Clarence Ordained Minister Retired
Sellars, S. Dean Ordained Minister Active
Sheppard, Susan Ordained Minister Active
Small, Russell Ordained Minister Retired
Spracklin, E. Bernice Ordained Minister Retired
Squires, Elsie Ordained Minister Retired
Stockley, George Ordained Minister Retired
Templeman, Harry Ordained Minister Retired
Thorne, Karen Ordained Minister Active
Tuck, Robert Ordained Minister Retired
van Vliet, John Ordained Minister Active
Vardy, Katelyn Candidate Active
Vardy, Paul Ordained Minister Active
Vincent-Bungay, Roberta Ordained Minister Active
Von Riesen, James Ordained Minister Retired
Waite, Kimberley Ordained Minister Active
Warder, Nancy Ordained Minister Retired
Watkins, Lawrence Ordained Minister Retired
Whitehorne, Harry Ordained Minister Retired
Williams, William Ordained Minister Retired
Wiltshire, Edison Ordained Minister Active
Worsfold, D. Scott Ordained Minister Active
Wright, Andrew Ordained Minister Active
Yohan, Deepak Ordained Minister Admission
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Elected Lay Members

Anderson, June
Andrews, Juanita
Anthony, David
Anthony, Melinda
Bartlett-Hickey, Sandra
Bessey, Louise
Best, Sharon
Bonnell, Frank
Brett, Jerry

Burry, Brenda
Burt, Cynthia
Butt, Will

Button, Stella
Cave, Doreen
Clipstone, Christine
Coates, Paula
Colbourne, Lloyd
Collins, Mary
Cormier, Adrien
Daireaux, Michelle
Dalton, Don
Dawson, Elizabeth
Dingwell Pauline
Edison, Jean

Erik Williams, Jan
Fillier, Guy
Follett, Jeff
Forsey, Bessanne
Ginn, Ray

Green, John
Green, Muriel
Hamlyn, Walter
Harnett, Jean
Hoben, Daphne
Howell, Sheila
Humphries, Junior
Janes, Louise
Jones, Marilyn
King, Deann
Knight, Robert
Lacey, Natalie
Lawson, Gwen
LeDrew, Daphne
Legge, Melinda
Maybee, Carolyn
McDonald, Marie
Melbourne, Joan
Mercer, Susan
Mullett, Betty
Myles, Gloria
Noseworthy, Ella
Olver, Patricia
Osmond, Genny
Paul, Mary

Perry, Kathy
Phillips, Bruce
Pike, Randy
Purchase, Randy
Reardon, Maxine
Rietkoetter, David

REGIONAL COUNCIL ROLL - continued

Burgeo

Pool's Cove

Grand Falls-Windsor
Grand Falls-Windsor
Whitbourne

Central Labrador
Norman's Cove
Pasadena-Howley
Springdale

Churchill Falls

Mount Pearl-First United
Carbonear

Hant's Harbour

Topsail

Lewisporte

Twillingate

Green Bay South
Carmanville

St. John's: Cowan Heights
Bay Roberts-Shearstown
St. George's

Central Labrador

Corner Brook United
Botwood

Bell Is.-Portugal Cove
Englee

Corner Brook: First United
Grand Bank
Stoneville-Change
Gambo

Clarenville-Deep Bight
Corner Brook: Oakland
Campbellton
Burin-Epworth
Newtown-Lumsden
Labrador West

Deer Lake

Shoal Harbour

Salmon Cove

King's Point

Labrador West

St. George's

St. John's: Wesley
Green's Harbour

Corner Brook United
Raleigh-Griquet

Burgeo

Bay Roberts-Shearstown
Wesleyville-Valleyfield
Garnish-Frenchman's Cove
Fortune

Bonavista

Gander

Bonavista

Baie Verte

Little Hearts Ease
Harbour Grace

St. John's: Cowan Heights
Corner Brook United
Freshwater

Andrews, Brenda
Andrews-Ralph, Janice
Anthony, Dianne
Badcock, Jack
Bennett, Robert
Best, Diane
Bixby, Lloyd
Bown, Netta
Brown, Carol
Burt, Constance
Burt, Kathleen
Button, Frances
Case, Don
Chaisson, Joan
Coaker, Goldie
Cole, Brad
Collins, Elsie
Collins, Stirling
Curtis, Linda
Dalley, Jackie
Dawe, David
Decker, Barbara
Douglas, Fred
Efford, Mary
Evans, James
Fleet, Marion
Foote, Shane
Fry, Frank
Genge, Betty-Lou
Green, Linda
Hamlyn, Lottie
Hancock, Loretta
Hobbs, Randell
Hodder, Arlene
Hudson, Neil
Huxter, Elaine
Johnson, Roy
Jones-Nichol, Wanda
King, Lilly
Knight, Morley
Lake, Carol Ann
Layden, Evelyn
Lefeuvre, Gloria
Marche, Gerard
Meadus, Judy
McKenna, Elaine
Mercer, Robert
Mitchell, Georgina
Mullaly, Linda
Noseworthy, Cecil
Oake, Yvette
Oram, Sharon
Paul, Ethel
Penney, Geneva
Petten, Karen
Philpott, Cynthia
Pike, Ruby
Ralph, Michael
Rideout, Dakota
Roberts, Carol

Mount Pearl-First United
Mount Pearl-First United
Coley's Point-Grace United
Coley's Point-Grace United
Topsail

Gander

Fogo Island
Stoneville-Change Islands
Bell Island-Portugal Cove
Botwood

Heart's Content

Old Perlican

Salmon Cove

Port aux Basques
Carmanville

Topsail

Victoria

Norman’s Cove
Pasadena-Howley
Gander

Bishop's Falls
Raleigh-Griquet

Burin Epworth

Port Blandford

Bay Roberts-Shearstown
Ellison-English Hr.
Burin-Epworth

St. John's: Cowan Heights
Elliston-English Harbour
Gambo

LaScie

Red Bay

Corner Brook: First United
Stoneville-Change Islands
Pouch Cove-Bauline
Corner Brook United
Catalina-Little Catalina
Twillingate

Victoria

King's Point
Burin-Epworth

Victoria

St. John’s: St. James

St. John’s: Wesley

Old Perlican

La Scie
Stoneville-Change Islands
Burin-Epworth

Lower Island Cove

St. John's: Cowan Heights
La Scie

Little Heart's Ease
Burin-Epworth

Green’s Harbour

Coley's Point- Grace United
Summerville

Harbour Grace

St. John’s: Wesley
Carbonear

St. Anthony
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REGIONAL COUNCIL ROLL - continued

Elected Lay Members — continued

Robinson, Carolyn
Rowsell, Hope
Simms, Brenda

Springdale
Green Bay South
Burin-Epworth

Slaney, Ken St. John's: Gower Street
Smith, Janet Little Heart's Ease
Spence, Myra Deer Lake

Stagg, Edna Newtown-Lumsden
Stratton, Marion Gander

Little Heart's Ease
Raleigh-Griquet
Garnish-Frenchman's Cove

Stringer, Dale
Taylor, Angela
Tibbo, Jennie

Trickett, Sylvia Victoria

Tucker, Joyce Raleigh-Griquet
Warford, Kay Northern Arm
Wells, Brenda Whitbourne
Wheaton, Blanche Carmanville
White, Derek Lewisporte

Corresponding Members

Appadu, Shreetee Visitor
Ballantyne, Cliff Visitor
Ballantyne, Sharon Staff
Blackwood, Hertha Visitor
Douglas, Marie Visitor
Eddy, Una Visitor
Hall, Alan GCO Representative
Hickey, Brian Visitor
Hudson, Barbara Visitor
Laundry, Leona Staff
Martin, Jaxon Visitor
Munikwa, Sherpherd Staff
Piercey, Alison Staff
Richardson, Andrew Staff
Rowsell, Lewis Visitor
Saunders, Mimajoan Visitor
Saunders, Timothy Visitor
Smith, Mary Visitor
Squires, Maxwell Visitor
Stuart, Catherine Staff

Taylor, Jennifer Staff

Rose, Sharon
Sheppard, Hannah
Simms, Peggy
Smart, Cherie
Smith, Lorraine
Sparkes, Helen
Stevenson, Jonathan
Stringer, Carol-Ann
Sturge, Sylvia
Taylor, Rowena
Tindall, Elda

Tuck, Kelly

Verge, Joyce
Warren, Rowena
Wentzell, Eleanor
Wheeler, Nancy
Winsor, Hardy

vii

Grand Bank

Bell Is-Portugal Cove PC
St. Anthony

Summerville

Norman's Cove

Bay Roberts-Shearstown
St. John's: Gower Street
Clarke’s Beach
Wesleyville-Valleyfield
Elliston-English Harbour
Bloomfield-Musgravetown
Mount Pearl-First United
King's Point

Herring Neck

St. John's: Wesley
Summerford-Moreton's Hr
Northern Arm
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
FIRST DAWN EASTERN EDGE REGIONAL COUNCIL
Annual Meeting
May 2-4, 2025
Corner Brook Civic Centre, Corner Brook, NL

What Do You Want With Us, Jesus?

Friday, May 2, 2025

REGISTRATION

Members of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council registered online for the May 2-4, 2025
Annual Meeting of the Regional Council, being held at the Corner Brook Civic Centre in Corner
Brook, NL. In preparation for the annual meeting, the Executive offered a webinar on April 9,
2025, so that members were able to ask questions for clarification about matters that require
decision making at the annual meeting.

In person registration began at the Civic Centre at 9:00am on Friday morning for members to pick
up registration packages and be assigned table groups.

ATTENDANCE — Appendix A

Regional Council members in attendance at the meeting are included in Appendix A.
REGRETS — Appendix B

Appendix B lists regrets received by members of the region.

GATHERING WITH MUSIC

Members were gathered together with music, offered by Oliver Dingwell and Wayne Blackwood.
CALL TO ORDER

The President, Jocelyn Cook, welcomed everyone to the seventh annual meeting of First Dawn
Eastern Edge Regional Council and called the meeting to order. The President began the meeting
with the lighting of the Christ Candle. The President highlighted the Whole People’s Covenant
and Holy Manners, as printed in the docket of reports, as guidelines for the business proceedings.

WELCOME

Jocelyn Cook, President, welcomed alt to the meeting. The President extended warm welcome
to the clergy and lay council members, visitors, and guests. Special welcome was extended to
Rev. Alan Hall, Executive Officer, Shared Services, Pension, Benefits, Human Resources and
Payroll, Archives, General Council Administration, Legal and Incorporated Ministries, in
attendance as General Council Representative, Shreetee Appadu, Community Engagement
Coordinator, Ecology Action Centre, and the Very Rev. Dr. Marion Pardy, 37" Moderator of The
United Church of Canada.

QUORUM AND CONSTITUTION OF THE REGIONAL COUNCIL

The President noted that there was a quorum present, and constituted the council in the name of
Jesus Christ, the head of the church, for all the business that shall properly come before it.

ACKNOWLEDGING THE LAND

the Land

The President began the meeting by acknowledging the land on which we gather.

We acknowledge that long before our ancestors were on this land, this land was the homelands
of the Beothuk, whose culture has been lost forever and can never be recovered. We
acknowledge the island of Ktagmkuk (Newfoundland) as the unceded, traditional territory of the
Beothuk and the Mi'kmag. We acknowledge Labrador as the traditional and ancestral homelands
of the Innu of Nitassinan, the Inuit of Nunatsiavut, and the Inuit of NunatuKavut. We strive for
respectful partnerships with all the peoples of this province as we search for collective healing
and true reconciliation.
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PROCEDURAL MOTION Procedural
Motion

MOTION: (Kathy Brett/Amanda Barnes)

That the Roll of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council be (Manual 2025 C.1.1 and
C.1.2):
a) Members of the order of ministry within the bounds served by the regional council; and
b) Other ministry personnel in a covenantal relationship with a community of faith within
the bounds of the regional council; and
c¢) The lay members who are members of the United Church who are not ministry
personnel and who are elected by their Communities of Faith.
d) Appointed members, lay members of the Regional Council Executive who have not
been elected by their Community of Faith.

That the quorum be as indicated in Section C.4.3 of the Manual 2025;

The Regional Council may meet only if a minimum number of members is present... If there
are 60 or more members, at least 20 members must be present; and that there must be at
least one ministry personnel and one lay member who is not ministry personnel present.
Corresponding members are not counted for this purpose.

That the bounds of the Regional Council meeting be the Corner Brook Civic Centre, Corner
Brook, NL.

That representatives of General Council; representatives of United Church organizations;
ministry students not serving a pastoral charge; and any other registered visitors to the
Regional Council meetings be Corresponding Members of this Council.

That the agenda, as printed and distributed, be adopted as the agenda for this meeting of
First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council, subject to such changes as may be adopted and
such Orders of the Day as may be determined by the Council.

That the business table be Amanda Barnes, Kathy Brett, Nancy Mojica-Fisher and Alison
Piercey.

That the minute secretary for the seventh (71") annual Regional Council meeting be Jennifer
Taylor.

This meeting will be recorded for the purpose of the Record of Proceedings. Once the Record
of Proceedings has been produced, the recording will be destroyed.

That any elections held during this meeting be by majority ballot.
That the Proposals presenter be Paula Gale.

That the Table Group Facilitators for this meeting of Regional Council be as selected by the
table groups.

That the following shall be Duty People for this session of Regional Council: Randy Purchase
(Head Duty Person), David Anthony, Christine Clipstone, Natalie Lacey, Lynda Morgan, Ethel
Paul, Hannah Sheppard and Derek White.

That the Chaplains/Pastoral Care providers for this weekend be Julie Brace and Simon
Muwowo (Friday), and Valerie Kingsbury and Liberty Matabire (Saturday).

That the nurses/first aiders for regional council be Cynthia Burt and Pauline Dingwell.
That the Process and Flow Support person for Regional Council be Paula Gale.
That the Friend in Council be Nancy Mojica-Fisher.

The President will chair the meeting, making any rulings necessary. The Regional Council
will work together using the Whole People’s Covenant and Holy Manners as its guide. The
President will apply the Manual 2025 Appendix: Procedures for Holding a Meeting and
Decision-Making. Bourinot's Rules of Order will be used as the authority should a question
arise which is not answered by the Appendix.

...contd
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Speakers will:
« start by identifying themselves (name, Pastoral Charge or Community of Faith)
« direct all discussion to the President.
« address the President only once about a motion; except the mover, who may speak both

first and last.
« be allocated time as follows: The initial time allocated for the mover to address the motion
be limited to three (3) minutes, and that all subsequent speakers be limited to two (2)
minutes, including any reply by the mover of the motion.
« make every effort to have discussion clear and concise, and deal only with the motion.

Consent CONSENT MOTION

Motion

MOTION: (Kathy Brett/Amanda Barnes)

That First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council:

1.

2. Receives and accepts the following accountability reports:

a.
b.
c.

h.

President

Executive Minister

Division of Finance and Administrative Resources
« Financial Accountability Investments & Trusts
e Property

¢ Incorporated Ministries

. Division of Regional Council Services and Support

¢ Communications
e Faith Formation, Christian Education & Leadership Development
e Justice, Mission & Outreach
¢ Annual Meeting Planning
¢ Children, Youth & Young Adults
e Stewardship
Division of Communities of Faith Support and Planning
e Mission Consultation & Accountability
¢ Future Directions in Ministry
Division of Human Resources
e Licensing
¢ Pastoral Relations
o Retiree Support
¢ Chaplaincy
Nominations
INCLUDING THE NOMINATIONS REPORT AND THE
2025-26 REGIONAL COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
Tri-Regional Staff Support Committee
Affirm Committee

3. Receives for information the following other reports:

T os@moeoooTy

Atlantic School of Theology

Board of Vocation

Centre for Christian Studies
Emmanuel College

Growth Animator

Office of Vocation

St. Andrew’s College

Stewardship

Ukulele Church

United Church Rural Ministry Network

CARRIED

Approves the Minutes of the Regional Council Meeting, June 7-9, 2024 (RC73-RC87)
as circulated.

CARRIED
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INTRODUCTION OF CANDIDATES

Rev. Dr. Andrew Richardson, Office of Vocation Minister for the eastern regions, welcomed
students and candidates for ministry to the council. Welcome and congratulations were
extended to Emma O’Rourke; being Ordained; to Heather Cronhelm and Corey Paul; being
recognized; and to Deepak Yohan, who is to be admitted to The United Church of Canada
this weekend at the Celebration of Ministries service. The celebrants were welcomed to the
regional council and given two minutes to speak to introduce themselves.

Andrew Richardson also introduced candidates for ordered ministry, Melissandra Groza and
Katelyn Vardy; and Admissions candidate, Rev. Deepak Khristi.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

The President, Jocelyn Cook, invited new members to the regional council to stand and be
acknowledged.

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100" Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a piece was shared
with the regional council members gathered. The first vignette was presented by Paula Gale
to reflect on the Methodist church prior to and at union in 1925.

OPENING WORSHIP

Opening worship was led by liturgy team members; Oliver Dingwell and Wayne Blackwood.
Prayer, scripture and hymns were offered to help animate the theme What Do You Want With
Us, Jesus, and reflect on the history of The United Church of Canada. Members of the region
were also invited to dress in period costume for the opening service. The President, Jocelyn
Cook led members gathered in the New Creed and the Covenant between the region and our
communities of faith. Scripture readings from Jeremiah 29:11-14a and John 17:1-2, 6, 17-23
were offered. Portions of the service, including the Invocation from the inaugural service in
1925, were shared in the opening worship in commemoration of the past 100 years of The
United Church of Canada. Music leadership was offered by Oliver Dingwell and Wayne
Blackwood, leading the selections The Church’s One Foundation, Three Things | Promise, O
God of Bethel, God of Life and May the God of Hope. Oliver Dingwell offered the benediction.

IN MEMORIAM

As part of the opening worship, the Regional Minister, Heather Sandford, led the in-memoriam
video presentation. Regional Council members paused to remember those that we have lost
since we last gathered, and celebrate all that they have given to us, and this United Church
of ours. The Regional Minister offered prayer and asked for a moment of silence.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kathy Brett, Annual Meeting Planning Team Convenor, offered the announcements of the
region.

LUNCH AND GRACE

Grace was offered by Kathy Brett, Annual Meeting Planning Team Convenor.

GATHERING WITH MUSIC

Members were gathered together in music led by Oliver Dingwell and Wayne Blackwood. The
members gathered sang songs from the first United Church hymn book, The Hymnary, as
chosen in an advanced poll

TABLE GROUP TIME

The President invited members into table group time to introduce themselves, where they are
living, and their pastoral charge. Table groups engaged in a community building exercise
based on the equity questions and Holy Manners.
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GENERAL COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE

The President, Jocelyn Cook, introduced the General Council Representative, Alan Hall, to the
council. Rev. Hall shared a video presentation with greetings from the Moderator. The Moderator
offered greetings from the General Council Office and congratulations on the 100" Anniversary
of The United Church of Canada. The Moderator offered blessings to the region and shared
information and updates from the General Council; highlighting the upcoming centennial
celebrations and General Council 45, with the theme Visions and Dreams. The General Council
Representative also brought greetings on behalf of General Council, and shared a video from
Rev. Michael Blair, General Secretary, offering an update on the pillars of the strategic plan; Deep
Spirituality, Bold Discipleship, Daring Justice, and the vision for the next 100 years. Rev. Hall
thanked the regional council for the invitation to be present.

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100" Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a piece was shared with
the regional council members gathered. The vignette shared was presented by Oliver Dingwell,
and highlighted 100 years of worship, praise and sacrament, as well as traditions, including “after
service”, prayer groups and revivals.

TABLE GROUP TIME

The President invited members into table group time to share artifacts from the past 100 years of
The United Church of Canada and share with the group why the items hold importance for us.
Members displayed the artifacts on the worship table for others to observe.

DIVISION OF FINANCE AND ADMINSTRATIVE RESOURCES

2024 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Brenda Andrews, secretary of the Division of Finance and Administrative Resources, presented
the 2024 audited financial statements. A detailed account of the region’s finances was presented
during a webinar on April 9, 2025. The secretary led the regional council members through the
audited financial statements, noting the importance of the auditor's declaration that the
statements present fairly... the financial position of the Regional Council. The representatives
also highlighted the restricted and unrestricted funds, and how the investment of these funds has
placed the region in a very strong financial position. The secretary thanked the Financial
Accountability, Investments and Trusts Team for their valuable work on the review of the
statements, and offered special thanks to Roy, West, Chair, for his invaluable contributions to the
division during his terms.

MOTION: (Brenda Andrews/Fred Douglas)

That the 2024 audited financial statements for First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional
Council be accepted as presented.
CARRIED

BUDGET 2026

Brenda Andrews, secretary of the Division of Finance and Administrative Resources, presented
the budget for 2026. A detailed report on the budget was presented at the April 9, 2025 webinar.
The representative noted that there are not expected to be any changes in the Mission and
Service grant and the regional assessment payments for 2026. The chair highlighted several
increases in expenditures, including cost of living adjustments for salaries and an expenditure for
the audit, which was not previously broken out in the budget. The representatives reported that
the budgeted amounts proposed for 2026 are relatively stable, as the region has a better
understanding of projected revenues and expenses, and have received budget requests from
divisions and teams, based on their planned work for the next year. it was noted that a surplus of
$816,726.14 (eight hundred and sixteen thousand seven hundred and twenty-six dollars and
fourteen cents) is projected for 20286, indicating a very strong financial position for the region.

MOTION: (Brenda Andrews/Oliver Dingwell)
That the budget for First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council for 2026 be approved

as presented.
CARRIED
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BREAK

GATHERING WITH MUSIC

Members were gathered together in music led by Oliver Dingwell and Wayne Blackwood. The
members gathered enjoyed gathering music from the 1948 hymnal Songs of the Gospel.

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100" Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a presentation was
shared with the regional council members gathered. Rebecca Pike-Winter presented a vignette
on First Third Ministries. Members gathered were given table group time to answer trivia
questions on youth and children’s ministries and programming.

INVOLVING CHILDREN IN CHURCH

Lynda Morgan, member of a provincial committee on youth and young adults, was welcomed to
the council. Lynda Morgan shared her story and memories as a young adult, growing up in the
church, and asked the members gathered to reflect on their own stories. Lynda offered ideas and
information from her experiences that may help create an environment of welcome and inclusion
to grow children’s activities in our communities of faith.

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS

Catherine Stuart was welcomed to regional council. Catherine discussed her role as Minister for
Children, Youth and Young Adults, and highlighted some of the main pieces of work that she
carries out in the three eastern regions, with the support of Mission and Service. Catherine offered
highlights from the past year, including the growth in youth registration at the annual meeting this
year, camping ministries, annual meeting workshops and attendance at Audacious Hope.
Catherine thanked the Children Youth and Young Adults Team, regional council members and
support staff for their support and leadership of youth ministry.

GUARANTEED LIVABLE INCOME (GLI)

Marion Pardy, Provincial Coordinator, GLI Network, was welcomed to regional council. Marion
Pardy thanked Sherpherd Munikwa and the Justice, Mission and Outreach Committee for their
support in this work. It was noted that this year is the 100" anniversary of another important
milestone; the Women'’s Suffrage movement in Newfoundland, culminating in the right to vote. A
video was shared on the Newfoundland suffrage movement. Members were reminded to use
their hard fought right to vote and have their voice heard. To that end, a sample letter and letter-
writing guidelines were shared with the regional council members to support the work towards
securing a guaranteed livable income for all.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS MOMENT

Friend in Council, Nancy Mojica-Fisher, led the regional council members in a health and wellness
moment to move and stretch.

PRESIDENT
(Amanda Barnes, Past President, assumed the chair)

Jocelyn Cook, President, offered her remarks. The report of the President is included on pages
R8-R9 of the reports to the region. The President thanked the members gathered for the
opportunity and privilege of serving the region in this way. The President offered gratitude for the
many invitations that she has had over the past year, to be present in the life and work of the
wider church; from church closures and funerals to covenanting services and anniversaries. The
President thanked the Executive Minister, staff, members and Past President for their support.

(Jocelyn Cook, President, reassumed the chair)

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100%™ Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a piece was shared with
the regional council members.
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Rebecca Pike-Winter presented a centennial vignette, reflecting on Indigenous relationships.
Members were reminded that it may be hard to share some memories from the past, including
the operation of residential schools and orphanages by the United Church. In 1986, the United
Church offered the first apology to Indigenous Peoples. The journey of reconciliation has
continued to today, as we make the commitment to deepen the calls to the church from the Truth
& Reconciliation Commission, and with the creation an "Autonomous Indigenous Church" within
The United Church of Canada.

FAITHFUL FOOTPRINT PROGRAM

Shreetee Appadu, Community Engagement Coordinator, Ecology Action Centre, was welcomed
to the council. Shreetee shared highlights of the Faithful Footprint program, accessed in Atlantic
Canada through the Ecology Action Centre. The program offers grants to encourage
congregations to undertake energy retrofits in order to save money and help the environment by
becoming energy efficient.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Kathy Brett, Annual Meeting Planning Team Convenor, offered the announcements.

SUPPER AND GRACE

Grace was offered by Nancy Mojica-Fisher, Friend in Council.

GATHERING WITH MUSIC

Members were gathered together in music led by Oliver Dingwell, Wayne Blackwood and
Catherine Stuart. The members gathered enjoyed gathering music from The Hymn Book.

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100™ Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a piece was shared with
the regional council members gathered. Jocelyn Cook, President, presented a centennial
vignette about the role of United Church Women (UCW), and its predecessors, in the care and
support of United Church congregations, communities and world mission.

BOOKSTORE

Leona Laundry, Bookstore Manager, highlighted some items available in the bookstore in
celebration of the 100" anniversary of The United Church of Canada. Books, candles, shirts and
mugs are all in stock and available for purchase this weekend.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Pastoral Charge representatives were invited to come to the microphone to share a story of hope
or good news from their home congregations.

CLOSING VESPERS

Wayne Blackwood, Oliver Dingwell and Michelle Lavender led the evening vespers with prayer
and quiet reflection on the day’s events. Hymns, psalms and praise were shared with a time for
prayer and blessing. Vespers closed with the singing of the hymn Are You a Shepherd and
benediction.

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION

Jocelyn Cook, President, hosted a reception, where a cake was cut and shared with members
gathered, as a thank you from the region for this past year of her presidency.

KITCHEN PARTY

Elsie Squires, President-Elect, hosted a relaxing and entertaining “kitchen party”. Members
signed up to participate and offered to share their songs, stories, poems, skits, and laughter to
conclude the day of meetings. Rev. Paul Rumbolt, retired minister, was welcomed back to the
region, who, with his band, offered some of the night's entertainment.
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Saturday, May 3, 2025

GATHERING WITH MUSIC

Oliver Dingwell and Wayne Blackwood gathered members together in music. The members
enjoyed gathering music from supplement Songs for a Gospel People.

OPENING PRAYER

The President, Jocelyn Cook, welcomed members back to the council and opened the meeting
with the lighting of the Christ candle and an acknowledgment of the land on which we gather.
The meeting opened with the prayer When | Don’t Feel Ready for This, from the book Ash &
Starlight by Arianne Braithwaite Lehn.

EXECUTIVE MINISTER

The Executive Minister, Faith March-MacCuish, offered her remarks to the members gathered,
and brought greetings from the two other eastern regions in the United Church. The Executive
Minister shared a reading from the book Tuming to One Another by Margaret J. Wheatley,
changemaker, stating that “there is no power greater than a community discovering what it cares
about’. The regional members were reminded of the call and vision statement, approved at the
2024 annual meeting; to be bold disciples loving and serving all creation. During the past year,
the Executive, Division and Teams of the region have been working to live into this call. The
Executive developed a listing of priorities as a lens for this work. The Executive Minister thanked
the members, staff, clergy and communities of faith for their parts in being the church and living
out the call.

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100" Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a piece was shared with
the regional council members gathered. Kathy Brett offered a presentation on home-grown saints
of the church. The members gathered were introduced to some persons who have been
instrumental in the development of the United Church in Newfoundland and Labrador, such as
Stella Burry, Lester Burry, Ernest Howse and Marion Pardy.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Pastoral Charge representatives were invited to come to the microphone to share a story of hope
or good news from their community of faith.

STEWARDSHIP

Roger Janes, Communities of Faith Stewardship Support Staff for six eastern regions in The
United Church of Canada, was welcomed to the regional council. The presentation offered thanks
to the region for their continued support over the years. The presentation shared the support and
resources available to communities of faith, including stewardship resource kits, worship
resources, introductory courses for getting started in stewardship, and one-on-one coaching and
support at any time.

REGIONAL COUNCIL STRUCTURE EVALUATION

Faith March-MacCuish, Executive Minister, shared an update from the consultant for the
Regional Council Structure Evaluation, Jenny Stephens. The surveys have been completed and
a report will come to the Executive in June with the full results and recommendations. A Town
Hall will be set up to release the results and a task group will be put in place to work on any
recommendations coming from the report. The consultant and the Executive Minister thanked
the regional council for their participation and support in this evaluation.

TOWARD 2035

The Executive Minister presented an internal report to the members, which outlines The United
Church of Canada’s vision for 2035. The United Church continues to evolve and change, and
the report imagines the direction for the church for the next 10 years; to be a faithful presence
across Canada.
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A full presentation will be released in the fall to congregations, taking seriously the call to love our
neighbours and embrace the strategic plan for deep spirituality, bold discipleship and daring
justice. Data has been collected from 1991-2023, and an expected trajectory towards 2035, with
the hope that we will interrupt the trajectory and create the church we want to have in 2035; paying
attention to strategically making sure we have a United Church presence in geographical areas
across the country. The General Council hopes this report will lead to positive changes in places
where there are United Churches. It will be a collaborative initiative of the General Council,
Regional Councils and congregations.

BREAK

GATHERING WITH MUSIC

Music

Proposal

That First
Dawn Eastern
Edge Regional
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Affirming
Ministry

Health and
Wellness
Moment

Affirming
Region

Oliver Dingwell and Wayne Blackwood gathered members together in music with selections from
Voices United.

PROPOSAL — Appendix C

Faith March-MacCuish, Executive Minister, reminded the council of the Holy Manners, the
process of coming to the microphone to speak to the proposal before the council today, and the
voting procedures. It was noted that the vote to become an Affirming region requires 75%
(seventy-five) approval.

MOTION: (Faith March-MacCuish/Valerie Kingsbury)

That the vote to become an Affirming Region be held by secret ballot.
CARRIED

The President called the council members together in prayer and welcomed Paula Gale to the
council as Proposals Presenter. Paula Gale introduced the proposal That First Dawn Eastern
Edge Regional Council become an Affirming Ministry, received from First Dawn Eastern Edge
Regional Council Affirm Committee. Since the Affirm Committee was established in 2022, the call
statement for the region was revised to have the language we use to reflect that the call be
inclusive of all of God’'s beloved. Since that time, a process of education began, offering
workshops and webinars, preparing a study guide for divisions and teams, and distributing
information packages to pastoral charges. The proposal asks that the regional council become
an Affirming Ministry, and as such become a member of Affirm United to ensure that there are
safe spaces for all people in our church. An action plan, to be facilitated by the Affirm Committee,
was presented to highlight how the region can act upon this commitment in order to be public and
explicit. Members were invited to ask any questions for clarification and spent time in table groups
discussing the proposal.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS MOMENT

While the vote was taking place, Nancy Mojica-Fisher led the regional council members in a
health and wellness moment to move and stretch.

MOTION: (Jason Boyd/Susan Sheppard)
That First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council become an Affirming Region and
implement the proposed action plan.
CARRIED
It was noted that the motion passed with an 89% (eighty-nine) approval.
MOTION: (Faith March-MacCuish/Jonathan Stevenson)
That First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council become a member of Affirm United and
pay the annual membership fee.
CARRIED
MOTION: (Paula Gale/Cynthia Burt)

That the ballots be destroyed.
CARRIED
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The Executive Minister offered a moment of silent prayer for the process that has been
completed.

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100" Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a piece was shared
with the regional council members gathered. Oliver Dingwell presented a look at the changing
landscapes of the United Church over the past century; from presbyteries to districts, and
acknowledging those things we have lost with gratitude for their time, including AOTS and
chaplaincy, as the church is called to move forward in faith.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Kathy Brett, Annual Meeting Planning Team convenor, offered the announcements of the
region. Nancy Mojica-Fisher shared congratulations and good wishes to those who are
celebrating.

LUNCH AND GRACE

Oliver Dingwell led the members in a sung grace God Bless to Us Our Bread.

GATHERING WITH MUSIC

Oliver Dingwell and Wayne Blackwood gathered members together in music with selections
from More Voices.

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100% Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a video was shared
with the regional council members gathered, with excepts from the 1988 General Council,
and other highlights from the journey of the United Church to include leadership from women,
those who identify as LGBTQ2AI, indigenous people and people of colour, as we live into our
faith to act justly, love faithfully and walk humbly.

NOMINATIONS

President-Elect

Emma O’Rourke, Nominations chair, introduced the matter of the election of President-Elect.
The chair introduced Rev. Susan Sheppard as President-Elect nominee. The nominee for
President-Elect was welcomed to the council and was given a few minutes to speak to
introduce herself to the members gathered.

MOTION: (Emma O’Rourke/Valerie Kingsbury)

That Susan Sheppard be acclaimed as President-Elect of First Dawn Eastern Edge
Regional Council.

CARRIED

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100" Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, a piece was shared
with the regional council members gathered. Kathy Brett offered a presentation on What we
Believe, an essential piece from the 1925 Basis of Union, the 1940 Statement of Faith, the
New Creed and the Song of Faith; for all who are called to be United Church.

COMMUNITY CONNECTION

Pastoral Charge representatives were invited to come to the microphone to share a story of
hope or good news from their community of faith.
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ARCHIVES PRESENTATION

On behalf of Rev. Arthur G. Elliott, Paula Gale presented a bible to the regional archives. The
bible is inscribed with the date 1846, and contains the official seal of the Methodist church of
Newfoundland. The seal is believed to be the only one of its kind in existence.

CENTENNIAL VIGNETTE

In recognition of the 100 Anniversary of The United Church of Canada, Jocelyn Cook shared a
piece with the regional council members gathered about looking toward the future.

COURTESIES

The Annual Meeting Planning Team chair, Kathy Brett, offered thanks to all who participated,
presented, planned and prepared for the annual meeting. In particular, thanks and appreciation
were offered to the Corner Brook Civic Centre, our visitors and presenters, the tech support team,
chaplains, workshop leaders, Annual Meeting Planning Team, duty people, staff and members
who attended. Special thanks were offered to the General Council Representative, Alan Hall, and
Shreetee Appadu, Community Engagement Coordinator, Ecology Action Centre, for their
attendance, and to the President and Executive Minister for their invaluable leadership at this
annual meeting. The day’s meeting closed with a song about the regional council, sung to the
tune of When He Cometh.

CLOSING MOTION

MOTION: (Kathy Brett/Amanda Barnes)

That First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council designate to the Executive the power
to act for the region in all matters except those excluded by the Manual 2025; and that
the seventh annual meeting of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council close at the
completion of the Celebration of Ministries Service, Sunday, May 4, 2025; and that the
eighth annual meeting be held on-line June 12-14, 2026.

CARRIED

WORKSHOPS

A total of seven (7) workshops were offered to members in two time slots on Saturday afternoon
at 3:00pm and 4:30pm. The workshops offered were: Communion Every Sunday? How gathering
at the Table helped transform a community of faith; Workshop by Youth @ Region; How can we
strengthen invitation and help our community of faith grow?; Selling United Church Property; Unity
in Diversity: A Contemporary Tool for Church Growth; Faithful Footprint Grants: How to save
money and the environment?; and Ukulele Church.

MILESTONES IN MINISTRY

A banquet celebrating retirees and jubilarians, hosted by Heather Sandford, Regional Minister,
and Amanda Barnes, Past President, was held at 6:30pm on Saturday, May 3, 2025. Elsie
Squires, President-Elect, offered grace. A slideshow and music highlighted the years of service
of those who have offered their gifts and talents to The United Church of Canada and are
celebrating milestone events. Celebrants in attendance were presented with a certificate and a
gift from the region, and were invited to say a few words.

Retirees

Rev. Roger D. Janes
Ms. Georgina F. Parsons
Rev. Marilyn E. Rees

Anniversaries

The Rev. Boyd L. Hiscock 65 Years  The Rev. F. John Adams 60 Years
The Rev. Arthur G. Elliott 60 Years  The Rev. Ralph G. Moores 60 Years
The Rev. Dr. L. George LeDrew 55 Years  The Rev. Clayton M. Parsons 55 Years
The Rev. James Allen Von Riesen 50 Years  The Rev. S. Boyce Parsons 45 Years
The Rev. E. Brian Colbourne 35Years The Rev. Roger D. Janes 35 Years
The Rev. Valerie L. Peyton Kingsbury35 Years  The Beverly G. Matthews 30 Years
The Rev. Denine P. Morgan 30 Years  The Rev. Yvonne M. Hopkins 25 Years

The Rev. Pamela M. Jones-Fitzgerald25 Years Ms. Lorraine E. Moores 25 Years
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Thank you and Appreciation

There was special acknowledgement of Rev. Alan Hall’'s retirement from The United Church of
Canada, and acknowledgement of Rev. Catherine Stuart’'s 5" (fifth) anniversary as staff with
three eastern regions of The United Church of Canada.

YOUTH WORSHIP

The youth were welcomed back to regional council. The Youth led the regional council members
in worship, offering music and prayer to help animate the Annual Meeting theme What Do You
Want With Us, Jesus? The youth offered prayer and reflection of the message to love one
another, based on a scripture reading from Matthew 22:37-40. Music ministry was offered by the
youth at region, including the hymns Deep in Our Hearts, Draw the Circle Wide, and My
Lighthouse. The service closed with prayer and a benediction.

Sunday, May 4, 2025
CELEBRATION OF MINISTRIES

The Celebration of Ministries service was held at the Corner Brook Civic Centre, Corner Brook,
on Sunday, May 4, 2025 at 10:00am. The service was also live streamed so that all members
who were unable to attend in person were able to witness this important milestone event. The
President, Rev. Jocelyn Cook, was the preacher. Emma O'Rourke was ordained as a minister,
Heather Cronhelm and Corey Paul were recognized as Designated Lay Ministers, and Deepak
Yohan was admitted as a minister in The United Church of Canada. Rev. Elsie Squires was
installed as the President of First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council. The newly installed
President announced the theme for 2026, based on Luke 5:4-7, to put out info deep water and
let down the nets for a catch. The newly installed President asked the members gathered to
consider who we need to be in times such as this, and to take a leap of faith into the changes
ahead and try something different.

Rev. Jocelyn Cook Rev. Faith March-MacCuish
President Executive Minister
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Andrews, Brenda
Anthony, Derrick
Barnes, Amanda

Bartlett-Hickey, Sandra

Boyd, Jason

Brett, Jerry

Bursey, Karen
Bussey, Louise
Cave, Doreen
Clipstone, Christine
Cook, Jocelyn
Cronhelm, Heather
Dingwell, Oliver
Douglas, Fred
Gale, Paula
Harnett, Jean
Janes, Roger
Lacey, Natalie
LeFeuvre, Gloria
Marche, Gerard
Matabire, Liberty
Matthews, Stephen
McDonald, Marie
Moores, Alice
Muwowo, Simon
Noseworthy, Larry
Pardy, Marion
Parsons, Lynn
Paul, Ethel
Pike-Winter, Rebecca
Ravenscroft, James
Roberts, Carol
Rowsell, Hope
Skinner, Michelle
Smith, Lorraine
Sheppard, Susan
Stevenson, Jonathan
Squires, Elsie
Thorne, Karen
Tucker, Lydia
Waite, Kim

Warr, Eric
Wiltshire, Edison
White, Derek

Other:

Shreetee Appadu
Ballantyne, Cliff
Ballantyne, Sharon
Blackwood, Hertha
Douglas, Marie
Eddy, Una

Hall, Alan

Hickey, Brian
Hudson, Barbara
Laundry, Leona
Martin, Jaxon
Munikwa, Shepherd
Piercey, Alison

Corner Brook Civic Centre, Corner Brook, NL

Appendix A

ATTENDANCE

Visitor
Visitor
Staff

Visitor
Visitor
Visitor

Anthony, Dave
Anthony, Melinda
Bartlett, Bill
Blackwood, Wayne
Brace, Julie

Brett, Kathy

Burt, Cynthia

Byrne, Judy
Chaisson, Joan
Cook, Graham
Cormier, Adrien
Dawe, Dave
Dingwell, Pauline
Eddy, Art

Goodyear, Annie
Hudson, Neil
Jones-Fitzgerald, Pamela
Lavender, Michelle
March-MacCuish, Faith
Martin, James
Matchem, William
McClellan, Stephanie
Mojica-Fisher, Nancy
Morgan, Lynda
Noseworthy, Ella
O'Rourke, Emma
Parsons, Georgina
Paul, Corey

Peyton Kingsbury, Valerie
Purchase, Randy
Ralph, Michael
Rose, Sharon
Sandford, Heather
Slaney, Ken
Sheppard, Hannah
Spence, Myra
Stringer, Carol-Ann
Taylor, Rowena
Tindall, Elda

Vardy, Paul

Warford, Kaye
Wentzell, Eleanor
Winsor, Hardy
Yohan, Deepak

General Council Representative

Visitor
Visitor
Staff
Visitor
Staff
Staff
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Richardson, Andrew
Rowsell, Lewis
Sandford, Heather
Saunders, Mimajoan
Saunders, Timothy
Smith, Mary

Stuart, Catherine
Squires, Maxwell
Taylor, Jennifer

Appendix A — continued
ATTENDANCE - continued

Staff
Visitor
Staff
Visitor
Visitor
Visitor
Staff
Visitor
Staff
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Appendix B
REGRETS

Banks Williams, Jan
Bennett, Bob
Bixby, Lloyd
Bowlby, Miriam
Bonnell, Frank
Daka, Limon
Fry, Frank
Hamlyn, Lottie
Hannon, Brian
Khristi, Deepak
King, Lily
Layden, Evelyn
LeDrew, Daphne
Mercer, Susan
Mercer, William
Morgan, Denine
Parsons-Collins, Elsie
Rees, Marilyn
Rideout, Dakota
Rideout, Lynette
Sellars, Dean
Small, Russell
Sparkes, Helen
Wells, Brenda
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Appendix C

PROPOSAL
Proposal: That First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council become an Affirming Ministry
Origin: FDEE Affirm Ministry Committee
1. What is the issue?

We believe that First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council is called to live into the vision of
God's Reign as taught and modelled by Jesus as he overcame traditional boundaries and
intentionally widened the circle of who was considered to be part of God’s beloved family.

We believe we are called to embody this by continuing to live the Call Statement adopted at the
2023 FDEE Regional Council wherein we proclaimed the following:
With joy in our hearts and a song on our lips,
we, the First Dawn Eastern Edge Regional Council of The United Church of Canada,
are called by God to dare to love and serve people
of all racial backgrounds, creeds, ages, cultural backgrounds,
sexual orientations, gender expressions, economic statuses, abilities
or any other lived experiences that have led to marginalization and oppression.
We believe that full participation in all aspects of our calling
to be bold disciples of Jesus Christ is the right of all peoples.
Through our various shared ministries and paths of deep spirituality,
we are called to uphold the varied gifts and skills in each other;
to be accepting of change while honouring heritage and traditions;
to seek justice and resist bias and through all of this,
to know that we are not alone. We are all God’s children.
Thanks be to God!
We believe that FDEE Regional Council is committed to being intentionally and explicitly inclusive
of all people, including those historically marginalized within the church, having adopted the Call
Statement as a first step in the process of becoming an Affirming Ministry.

We believe that the public adoption of this designation will enable FDEE Regional Council to
embody Jesus’ inclusive vision of God’'s Reign in practical ways as we seek to create a safe and
welcoming space for all people.

2. Why is this issue important?

What are the key underlying theological, ecclesiological, missional or justice issues? Becoming
an Affirming Ministry is rooted in the biblical witness of Jesus who consistently overcame
traditional boundaries to show people that they were beloved of God, a position emboldened
when the Holy Spirit enabled his disciples to be understood by people who spoke many different
languages, and they in turn kept widening the circle of the church. *

Becoming an Affirming Ministry ensures that there are safe spaces in our region for all people in
our church, especially those who identify as LGBTQIA2S, who otherwise may not find an
environment of acceptance and inclusion in their own pastoral charge.

Becoming an Affirming Ministry enables FDEE Regional Council to reflect the hospitality and
caring that Newfoundland and Labrador is known for as our province becomes increasingly
racially, culturally and religiously diverse.

What is the history/background of this issue?

The impetus to become an Affirming Ministry began in 2020 when the decision was made for the
Regional Council to begin a process of education regarding this designation, after which an Affirm
Committee was established in 2022, our Call Statement drafted and adopted in 2023, and
feedback sought in 2024 with a workshop offered at that Regional Council meeting. Over this
year a Study Guide has been created and circulated among the Divisions and Committees of the
Regional Council, an Information Package distributed to pastoral charges, and two webinars
given. That said, the wish to be Affirming predates the above with congregations in our region
becoming Affirming (Carol United Church was the first to do so in 2008) or making statements
about being inclusive of all people, especially those identifying as LGBTQIA2S. This has helped
bring healing to many who have otherwise felt rejected by the church and also been a witness to
the wider community.
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Appendix C — continued
PROPOSAL - continued

What are the principles informing this issue?

As articulated in A Song of Faith (2006), we believe that “God transforms, and calls us to protect
the vulnerable, to pray for deliverance from evil, to work with God for the healing of the world,
that all might have abundant life.” Becoming an Affirming Ministry lives out this belief as we
commit “uphold the various gifts and skills” of every person, supporting one another in our diverse
life experiences, including but not limited to sexual orientation, gender or gender identity, racial
or cultural background, age, ability, belief, geographic location or economic status. In this we
note that this commitment is born out of concern for ongoing discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identity in the church. As such, we will continually “seek justice and resist
bias” as we welcome all people to participate fully in all aspects of our Regional Council. This
includes recognizing that we will not always agree with one another but will still extend to one
another love and respect.

3. How might the Region respond to the issue?
Regional Council adopt the proposal and become an Affirming Ministry. As such it would also
become a member of Affirm United and pay an annual membership fee.

* Among other bible passages, see Matthew 15:21-28, Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 10:25-37, John
4:1-29, Acts 2:1-13, Acts 8:26-40, Acts 10:1-33, and Galatians 3:27-29.






