“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7)

Dear Communities of Faith in UCC-East,

Strengthening Invitation to Hope, Renewal, and Belonging, Advent and Christmas call us to shine
Christ’s light into our communities —beyond our building’s walls, through open doors, shared
tables, and compassionate hearts. Advent is about believing in what is not yet visible and
nurturing a spirit of belonging—where every person has a place at the table. This year, may we
find fresh energy for strengthening our invitations to neighbours, thriving in community, and
flourishing in faith.

As we prepare for the sacred season of Advent, we are invited once again to awaken to the light
of hope, growth, and renewal. The messenger said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—Il am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people.” This is a time to remember that every small
act of faithfulness—each candle lit, each invitation extended, each welcome offered—has the
power to ripple outward, transforming hearts and communities alike. Excellence in Ministry
Coach Eddie Pipkin describes all our small steps as “incremental excellence.”

Getting to know our neighbours, deepening relationships, are all part of our resilient “invite
culture” as we seek to be transformed by the Spirit. What is your community of faith exploring for
Advent, Christmas, and for 20267

Here are some resources:

e Advent as a Season of Invitation Card (PDF): Use this fillable, printable card to invite
others to your church to celebrate this Christmas season!

¢ Practical Ideas to Strengthen invitation and outreach During Advent and Christmas,
Sharon’s 2-page idea sheets attached

e Advent as a Season of Invitation (Word): Tips for working on the invitation-culture of your
church during Advent.

e Advent as a Season of Invitation Card (PDF): Use this fillable, printable card to invite
others to your church to celebrate this Christmas season!

e Advent as a Season of Invitation: Roleplay (Video): United Church growth animators Tori
and Scott play out a conversation between neighbours with three possible responses to
an invitation to Christmas worship.

e Extending an invitation during Advent (Video): Alydia speaks with growth animators Tori
and Scott about sharing our faith with others during Advent.

e Advent Invitation blog2025 https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/preparing-advent-
season-invitation

¢ Preparing for Advent, the Season of Invitation | The United Church of Canada.

e Visit Advent Unwrapped for updates and for archives of great resources from the United
Church of Canada. https://united-church.ca/worship-theme/advent-unwrapped



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-11%2Fau-invitation-card.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231680008%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7JuAPN13ox0nRjfA%2FvizohNSiiDAmv3e9oW%2B%2Fe1T8Y%3D&reserved=0
https://ucceast.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Advent-Practical-Ideas-to-Strengthen-invitation-and-outreach-2025.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-11%2Fau_advent-season-invitation.docx&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231716730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TW%2BTJs6WAPpoph5hafJF1HZI9fB42T3GAKzycaN5gtg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2024-11%2Fau-invitation-card.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231745471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QTH1Y5H4Tp9bqQeHrKk%2BBTLsK5Oj0MgpJmCsOyWV0YU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FDlhsGiDELHk%3Fsi%3D49jDxIVvQ2MhjPqm&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231765283%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=euMUP989z4PrYS0nQn%2FiuuDJOe%2FPLHMTS61LpE4P%2FSg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DLviBesHAdsM&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231780648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3BMjj8HF51Jcxm1HHW7gS4j4udzPVZ8Jrdjtrapdxbo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fblogs%2Fround-table%2Fpreparing-advent-season-invitation&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231796081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kwMzxGYUHsQcr7fZA89ouuSg8APC1Qph8hRhMDpdt0k%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fblogs%2Fround-table%2Fpreparing-advent-season-invitation&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231796081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kwMzxGYUHsQcr7fZA89ouuSg8APC1Qph8hRhMDpdt0k%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe1.envoke.com%2Fext%2Fclick%2Fgo%2Fc2e96d4e99c26fa8d3f6400df817b2da%2Fe27564217587fc1159a6916393a0fd0b%2F2a96703de78579de6d5650eda8db4127&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231813360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XbtnHYyQy9tpqo0FMafgNOa6fmEPJH6lr8KsSSqRYyk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fworship-theme%2Fadvent-unwrapped&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231829152%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ESM%2BfDDZVI8w5E5yUA4WySq%2Bm6z37sGA5%2FW2fpyZi30%3D&reserved=0

If you are not signed up for the region’s weekly announcements of your newsletter, it is a great
way to be informed.

Join in for the casual virtual drop in each Wednesday with growth animator Sharon, 9:45 Atlantic,
10:15 NL Join Zoom Meeting
https://united-church.zoom.us/j/88456179164

Join the weekly prayer gathering hosted by growth, held every Thursday 1:00 Atlantic, 1:30 NL for
about thirty minutes. Here is the link to register.
https://united-church.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZluc-ysrT8iGt3sG3YOOq4KeD6IAt_Zd4Li#/registration

Let’s keep discovering the beauty of connecting with neighbours and community partners,
sharing warmth and hospitality, and expanding the realms of impact where God’s love is made
visible through us. Whether through simple gestures or collaborative projects, each faithful
action is a spark that draws others toward the light of Christ and experiences of God’s love and
belonging.

Blessings,

Sharon

@1 sballantyne@united-church.ca \. 506 306 0500



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.zoom.us%2Fj%2F88456179164&data=05%7C02%7CSKaster%40united-church.ca%7Ceaff95df9e5c48081da108de26ace66e%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638990721231844053%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KsSb0h0ccFXH4GU9q72jgQa0i9KB0gaWrB9bx%2BDuv3M%3D&reserved=0
https://united-church.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIuc-ysrT8iGt3sG3YOOq4KeD6IAt_Zd4Li#/registration
mailto:sballantyne@united-church.ca

