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Frequently Asked Questions

Compensation: Compensation is offered to a licensed lay worship leader as an honorarium by the
community of faith in recognition of a service provided. A licenced lay worship leader is not an employee
of the Region or the community of faith. A licensed lay worship leader “is a member of The United Church
of Canada... willing to serve as a licensed lay worship leader under the direction of the regional council.”

In recognition of this service the community of faith shall offer “an honorarium not less than the
minimum daily rate” as established annually for ministry personnel. In addition, the community of faith
must reimburse the licensed lay worship leader for travel and incidental expenses. Individuals can
always choose to volunteer their gifts of leadership to a community of faith. Individuals may also donate
part, or all their expenses or honorarium to either their home community of faith or any other community
of faith that has requested services, as a charitable gift.

The Canada Revenue Agency requires that a T4A be issued by a community of faith to any individual(s)
who have been compensated over $500 in a calendar year for their services, including honorarium and
expenses for Pulpit/Sunday Supply.

End of Life Rituals: A licensed lay worship leader may be asked to lead an end-of-life ritual or funeral
service for a member of the community of faith. Providing such a service should be done in consultation
with the called or appointed ministry personnel of the community of faith, or the pastoral charge
supervisor. If the licensed lay worship leader provides such a service, they must ensure that the
information is entered in the burial register of the community of faith.

Marriages: Licensing as a lay worship leader does not include a license to perform marriages.

Sacraments (Communion and Baptism): Licensing as a lay worship leaders does not include a license
to preside at the sacraments. A licensed lay worship leader may, through a separate process, be licensed
as a sacraments elder. However, a sacraments elder is permitted only to preside at the sacraments
within their home pastoral charge, and they may not lead a worship service and preside at a sacrament
at the same time.

On-going Education: Lifelong learning is encouraged for all. For a licensed lay worship leader, such
learning can include formal learning at educational institutions, but may also include other events or
activities that assist in developing worship leadership skills: group Bible Study, book discussion groups,
conversations with a mentor. The lifelong learning of a licensed lay worship leader should be grounded in
the ethos and theology of the United Church.

Pastoral Care: The provision of pastoral care is essential in the life of a church community and in our
care of one another. A licensed lay worship leader must limit their care to initial contact and referral.
Listening with sensitivity is a gift. It is also a gift to refer any requests, or potential need for ongoing care to
the called or appointed ministry personnel or the pastoral charge supervisor.

Titles and Vestments: Licensing as a Lay Worship Leader does not entitle an individual to use the title
Pastor, Minister or Lay Minister, or to wear traditional ministerial vestments such as clerical collar or
stole. These are symbols of an office held by ministry personnel by virtue of their ordination.



