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Preamble 
Pulpit/Sunday Supply is understood to be an occasional need, when the incumbent 
ministry personnel is on vacation, study leave, or other short-term leave. Pulpit/Sunday 
Supply may also be required in those instances when a community of faith is between 
appointment or call. In all such instances the governing body or its designate may invite 
ministry personnel or others to provide worship leadership on a Sunday-by-Sunday basis.  
 

The community of faith is responsible for  
a) making decisions about the life of the community of faith, including worship, 

care, spiritual practice, and learning; local administration, finances, and 
governance; and local mission, justice, and evangelism… (B.2.1.2 The Manual) 
 

Policy 
Worship leadership, (Pulpit/Sunday Supply) in the occasional absence of a regularly called 
or appointed ministry personnel, may be provided by visiting or retired ministry personnel, 
licensed lay worship leaders of the region, or lay persons of the community of faith. 
 

▪ Visiting or retired ministry personnel shall be compensated at or above the 
minimum daily rate as per the guidelines for “Visiting Ministry Personnel” in the 
Minimum Salaries & Reimbursement for Ministry Personnel as published 
annually by the General Council of the United Church of Canada. In addition, the 
community of faith must reimburse the visiting ministry personnel for travel and 
incidental expenses. 

▪ Licensed lay worship leaders shall be offered an honorarium not less than the 
minimum daily rate referenced above. In addition, the community of faith must 
reimburse the licensed lay worship leader for travel and incidental expenses. 
Licensed lay worship Leaders may negotiate a higher honorarium. 

▪ Communities of faith will issue a T4A to all persons who receive annual aggregate 
amounts over $500 for occasional leadership. 

 
Procedures 
The Regional Council will maintain a list of those ministry personnel and licensed lay 
worship leaders  
who are available for Pulpit/Sunday Supply. 
 
Best Practices 
Communities of faith, in arranging Pulpit/Sunday Supply, will be clear in their procedure 
and practice in respect to compensation for Pulpit/Sunday Supply. 
 
Visiting or retired ministry personnel and licensed lay worship leaders will be clear in their 
expectations for compensation prior to accepting an invitation to offer leadership. 

https://ucceast.ca/fundy-st-lawrence-dawning-waters-regional-council-14/fsldw-pastoral-relations-committee/supply-ministry

