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[bookmark: _Toc225162689]How to Use This Guide
This daily devotional guide was designed for Eastertide, the fifty days between Easter Sunday and Pentecost, but can be used at any time. You can choose your own pace, reading the devotions daily, a few days a week, or one “week”/theme at a time.
Each day includes four components: either a Scripture or spiritual text to meditate on, a Focus to guide a time of reflection, a Prayer, and a Practice(s).
Keep it simple: read the Scripture/text once, pause for a moment of stillness, say the prayer once either silently or aloud, and choose one small practice (intentional activity) for the day.
[bookmark: _Toc225162667][bookmark: _Toc225162690]Core Thread for the Season
· The risen Christ continues the story of Jesus through communities shaped by hope.
· The church belongs to the whole church—connected across places and peoples.
· God calls us to pray, listen, discern, and live with courage, love, and justice.
· We practice ministry from abundance, not scarcity, together rather than alone.
· We grow in invitation, leadership, and justice as one living witness.

[bookmark: _Toc225162668][bookmark: _Toc225162691]Sources
Excepts from “A Song of Faith” and “A New Creed” are included in this guide. Visit united-church.ca or to access the full text.
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Resurrection hope and God’s “new thing”
Day 1
Scripture: Isaiah 43:19
Focus: God is creating a way where none is obvious.
Prayer: Holy One, awaken our attention to what is beginning among us—quietly, faithfully, even in tender places. Give us patience to notice, and courage to step toward the life you are opening. Amen.
Practice: Name one “new thing” you sense: in you, in your community, or in your neighbourhood. Hold it in prayer.
Day 2
Scripture: John 20:16
Focus: The risen Christ speaks our name with care.
Prayer: Risen Christ, meet us personally and gently. Call us by name into belonging. Let love be stronger than fear, and hope steadier than uncertainty. Amen.
Practice: Speak your own name aloud, followed by: “Beloved of God.” Repeat three times.
Day 3
Scripture: Luke 24:32
Focus: Hearts can warm slowly, even after hard seasons.
Prayer: God of life, when hope feels distant, stay near. Kindle faith through small signs of grace, through companions on the road, through bread shared and stories told. Amen.
Practice: Recall one moment when encouragement arrived unexpectedly. Offer thanks.
Day 4
Scripture: Ephesians 3:20
Focus: God can do more than we can ask or imagine.
Prayer: Abundant God, expand our imagination beyond what has been. Strengthen our inner being by your Spirit, and root us in love that holds many voices and many stories. Amen.
Practice: Finish this sentence in writing: “Love could look like… in our place.”
Day 5
Text: “by embodying Christ’s presence in the world” (A Song of Faith)
Focus: We continue Jesus’ story by embodying Christ’s presence.
Prayer: Christ of the living story, shape our shared life into a witness of mercy, courage, and healing. Make our communities places where people can breathe and belong. Amen.
Practice: Choose one ordinary place you will treat as holy today (doorway, hallway, kitchen, sidewalk).
Day 6
Scripture: Isaiah 58:12
Focus: Repair and restoration are holy callings.
Prayer: Repairing God, teach us how to mend what is frayed—relationships, trust, pathways of welcome. Give us steady hands, humble hearts, and hopeful perseverance. Amen.
Practice: Make one small repair: reach out, apologize, replace, tidy, or restore one neglected thing.
Day 7
Text: “We are not alone, we live in God’s world.” (A New Creed)
Focus: We are not alone.
Prayer: Creating and re-creating God, hold us in your world. When we feel isolated, reconnect us—spirit to Spirit, neighbour to neighbour, community to community. Amen.
Practice: Send one brief message of encouragement to someone serving quietly.

[bookmark: _Toc225162670][bookmark: _Toc225162693]Week 2 (Days 8–14)
Beloved community across difference
Day 8
Scripture: Ephesians 3:17
Focus: Rooted and grounded in love, together.
Prayer: God of deep love, root our communities where dignity is protected and difference is welcomed. Let our life together reflect Christ’s spacious care. Amen.
Practice: Ask “Who is missing from ease and access here?” Hold them in prayer.
Day 9
Text: “who works in us and others by the Spirit” (A New Creed)
Focus: The Spirit works in us and in others.
Prayer: Spirit of God, widen our respect for the gifts you place in people we do not yet know well. Teach us to listen without rushing, and honour stories with tenderness. Amen.
Practice: Practice one minute of silence before responding in conversation today.
Day 10
Scripture: John 20:19
Focus: Peace enters locked rooms.
Prayer: Risen Christ, enter our guarded places. Bring peace that does not bypass pain, and hope that does not deny reality. Gather us into courageous trust. Amen.
Practice: Breathe in “Peace.” Breathe out “Be near.” Repeat five cycles.
Day 11
Scripture: Luke 24:15
Focus: Christ draws near on the road.
Prayer: Companion Christ, walk with communities in rural, remote, and urban places. Bless the roads between homes, meeting spaces, and hearts. Amen.
Practice: Pray for three places: one rural, one urban, one “in-between.”
Day 12
Scripture: “community of “broken but hopeful believers” (A Song of Faith)
Focus: Hope does not require perfection.
Prayer: God of mercy, hold what is broken among us with gentleness. Shape our hope into kindness, and our kindness into faithful action. Amen.
Practice: Offer yourself one honest sentence: “Today I can be hopeful and human.”
Day 13
Scripture: Isaiah 43:19
Focus: Notice what is springing forth.
Prayer: Holy One, train our attention toward life-giving shoots—new relationships, new partnerships, new courage, new compassion. Amen.
Practice: Write down two signs of hope you noticed this week, however small.
Day 14
Text: “to celebrate God’s presence” (A New Creed)
Focus: Celebration is part of discipleship.
Prayer: God of joy, give us reasons to celebrate your presence: in laughter, in care, in meals, in shared work, in faithful love. Amen.
Practice: Mark one celebration today: a song, a candle, a thank-you, or a shared treat.

[bookmark: _Toc225162671][bookmark: _Toc225162694]Week 3 (Days 15–21)
Connected life—ministry together, not alone
Day 15
Scripture: Ephesians 3:18
Focus: “With all the saints”—faith is shared.
Prayer: God of communion, connect our communities across distance, culture, and generation. Strengthen shared ministry so no one carries the whole burden alone. Amen.
Practice: Pray for one neighbouring congregation or community partner by name.
Day 16
Text: “called together by Christ” (A Song of Faith)
Focus: Together is part of the calling.
Prayer: Christ who gathers, make our togetherness practical: shared learning, shared prayer, shared service, shared leadership. Amen.
Practice: Identify one shared possibility: a joint service, learning event, youth gathering, or outreach.
Day 17
Scripture: John 21:6
Focus: New abundance can appear in familiar waters.
Prayer: God of surprising provision, help us release scarcity-shaped fear. Open our hands to receive, to share, and to trust. Amen.
Practice: Choose one sentence to practice today: “There is enough love for this.”
Day 18
Scripture: Isaiah 58:12
Focus: Restore streets to live in—local, tangible, near.
Prayer: Repairing God, guide our witness in the places we actually live. Bless the work of making neighbourhood life safer, kinder, and more just. Amen.
Practice: Pray for one local “street” issue: housing, loneliness, food access, safety, inclusion.
Day 19
Text: “to live with respect in Creation” (A New Creed)
Focus: Respect is an everyday practice.
Prayer: Creator God, teach us respect that becomes action—care for land and water, care for bodies and boundaries, care for future generations. Amen.
Practice: Do one creation-care action today that fits your capacity.
Day 20
Scripture: Luke 24:30–31
Focus: Recognition can happen at the table.
Prayer: Christ of shared meals, bless tables in homes, churches, shelters, and community halls. Let welcome widen and dignity deepen. Amen.
Practice: Before eating, pray: “May this nourish love and service.”
Day 21
Scripture: Ephesians 3:16
Focus: Strength in the inner being.
Prayer: Spirit of God, strengthen tired hearts—leaders, volunteers, caregivers, and those carrying grief. Give rest without shame and courage without pressure. Amen.
Practice: Offer one act of rest: a shorter task list, a pause, a boundary kept.

[bookmark: _Toc225162672][bookmark: _Toc225162695]Week 4 (Days 22–28)
Abundance, resilience, and hope-filled realism
Day 22
Scripture: Isaiah 43:19
Focus: God makes a way in wilderness places.
Prayer: Holy One, be present in places that feel stretched thin. Give wisdom for next steps, and neighbours who share the road. Amen.
Practice: Name one “wilderness” in your context. Ask for “one next step,” not ten.
Day 23
Text: “striving to be faithful servants of God” (A Song of Faith)
Focus: Faithfulness is lived in time and place.
Prayer: God of our place, bless ministry in small towns, remote communities, and busy city blocks. Let faithfulness fit the local shape of life. Amen.
Practice: Pray, “Bless our place. Bless our pace. Bless our people.”
Day 24
Scripture: Ephesians 3:19
Focus: Filled with the fullness of God—love as capacity.
Prayer: God of fullness, widen our capacity for love that includes children, youth, elders, newcomers, and those often overlooked. Amen.
Practice: Hold one group in prayer that is often missing from decision-making.
Day 25
Text: “to love and serve others” (A New Creed)
Focus: Service grows from love, not obligation.
Prayer: Loving God, free us from anxious striving. Let service arise from compassion, and compassion from prayerful attention. Amen.
Practice: Choose one small service act that feels life-giving, not draining.
Day 26
Scripture: John 20:21
Focus: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”
Prayer: Sending Christ, let our communities be present where people live and long for belonging. Shape our witness to be humble, courageous, and kind. Amen.
Practice: Ask “Where are people longing for belonging near us?” Write one answer.
Day 27
Scripture: Isaiah 58:12
Focus: Foundations of many generations.
Prayer: God of generations, bless the elders who remember, the adults who carry, and the young who imagine. Make room for each voice with honour. Amen.
Practice: Reach across a generation: listen to one story, or share one memory.
Day 28
Text: “God is with us” (A New Creed)
Focus: Presence is God’s promise.
Prayer: Faithful God, when outcomes are uncertain, keep us anchored in your presence. Let hope be steady and love be practical. Amen.
Practice: Repeat slowly: “God is with us. We are not alone.”
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Strengthening invitation—welcome that becomes relationship
Day 29
Scripture: Luke 24:29
Focus: “Stay with us.” Invitation can be simple.
Prayer: Christ who stays, teach us invitation that is gentle and sincere—an opening of space, not a pushing of people. Amen.
Practice: Practice one inviting phrase today: “You are welcome here,” or “Would you like to join me?”
Day 30
Text: “loving what he loved” (A Song of Faith)
Focus: Invitation reflects what we love.
Prayer: God of love, align our invitations with Jesus’ heart—mercy, justice, healing, dignity, and joy. Amen.
Practice: Ask “What do we love enough to share?”
Day 31
Scripture: Isaiah 43:19
Focus: New things often begin as small.
Prayer: Holy One, bless small beginnings: a new friendship, a new partnership, a new practice of prayer, a new shared ministry. Amen.
Practice: Choose one “small beginning” and take one concrete step.
Day 32
Text: “to celebrate God’s presence” (A New Creed)
Focus: Celebration welcomes people into hope.
Prayer: Joyful God, shape our worship and community life to make space for wonder, laughter, and honest tears. Let celebration be accessible and shared. Amen.
Practice: Plan one simple, accessible act of hospitality this week.
Day 33
Scripture: John 21:12
Focus: “Come and have breakfast.”
Prayer: Christ of the open table, form us as people who feed and are fed—spiritually and practically—so that no one is forgotten. Amen.
Practice: Pray for local food ministries and for those who eat alone.
Day 34
Scripture: Ephesians 3:18–19
Focus: Love’s breadth and length—wide enough for difference.
Prayer: God of wide mercy, deepen our practice of belonging across cultures, languages, abilities, and backgrounds. Amen.
Practice: Consider one barrier to belonging you can reduce (communication, access, timing, assumptions).
Day 35
Text: “to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen” (A New Creed)
Focus: Proclamation can be lived, not only spoken.
Prayer: Risen Christ, let our lives speak: kindness where there is harshness, courage where there is fear, justice where there is harm, welcome where there is exclusion. Amen.
Practice: Choose one “lived proclamation” for today: forgive, include, advocate, or encourage.
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Invigorating leadership—hope-filled, adaptive, effective
Day 36
Scripture: Ephesians 3:16
Focus: Strength for leaders and communities.
Prayer: Holy Wisdom, strengthen lay and ordered leaders. Give imagination for new paths, compassion in hard decisions, and rest where exhaustion runs deep. Amen.
Practice: Bless one leader by name in prayer.
Day 37
Text: “faithful servants… in our time and place” (A Song of Faith)
Focus: Leadership fits the time and place.
Prayer: God of this moment, shape leadership that listens well—especially to those often unheard—and responds with humility and courage. Amen.
Practice: Ask one listening question today: “What are you noticing? What do you need?”
Day 38
Scripture: Isaiah 58:12
Focus: Repairing takes steady, shared leadership.
Prayer: Repairing God, guide boards, councils, committees, and ministry teams. Let governance serve ministry, and let ministry serve neighbour. Amen.
Practice: If you are in leadership, free one agenda item’s worth of time for prayerful listening.
Day 39
Scripture: John 20:22
Focus: “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
Prayer: Spirit of God, renew our breath. Where confidence is thin, give courage. Where change is needed, give tenderness and clarity. Amen.
Practice: Take three slow breaths. After each: “Spirit of God, renew us.”
Day 40
Text: “who has created and is creating” (A New Creed)
Focus: God is still creating—so adaptability is faithful.
Prayer: Creating God, loosen our grip on what hinders life. Help us honour tradition while living emerging faith with grace. Amen.
Practice: Name one practice worth releasing, and one worth strengthening.
Day 41
Scripture: Ephesians 3:20–21
Focus: Glory “in the church… to all generations.”
Prayer: God of generations, help us lead with the future in mind: making room for children, youth, young adults, and newcomers to shape the church with their gifts. Amen.
Practice: Pray for one young person you know, and for the young you have not yet met.
Day 42
Scripture: Isaiah 43:19
Focus: Perceiving is a spiritual practice.
Prayer: Holy One, train our perception. When anxiety narrows imagination, widen it again with hope. Teach us to notice where you are already at work. Amen.
Practice: End the day by naming: “One place I saw love today.”
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Emboldening justice—beloved community in public life
Day 43
Text: “to seek justice and resist evil” (A New Creed)
Focus: Justice is part of Christian belonging.
Prayer: God of justice, form our communities to resist harm and practice repair. Give courage to act, and humility to learn. Amen.
Practice: Choose one justice concern to hold in prayer for a week (housing, racism, climate, inclusion, safety).
Day 44
Scripture: Isaiah 58:12
Focus: Restoration is for streets “to live in.”
Prayer: God who restores, bless those working for safer streets, accessible communities, and dignity for every body and every life. Amen.
Practice: Offer a brief prayer walk (or seated prayer) for your neighbourhood.
Day 45
Scripture: Ephesians 3:17–18
Focus: Love strengthens justice work.
Prayer: Christ who dwells in hearts, keep our justice commitments rooted in love, not resentment; in courage, not contempt. Amen.
Practice: Write one sentence: “Justice looks like love when…”
Day 46
Text: “loving what he loved, living what he taught” (A Song of Faith)
Focus: Jesus’ way is embodied, not abstract.
Prayer: Teacher Christ, shape our daily choices—how we speak, how we spend, how we welcome, how we advocate—so love becomes visible. Amen.
Practice: Make one “love-shaped” choice today that costs you something small (time, attention, comfort).
Day 47
Scripture: John 20:21
Focus: Sent into the world with peace.
Prayer: Sending Christ, make our public witness peace-filled and brave. Let our presence be good news for neighbours, especially those carrying heavy burdens. Amen.
Practice: Encourage one person doing justice work. Be specific about what you appreciate.
Day 48
Scripture: Isaiah 43:19
Focus: God’s new thing includes new partnerships.
Prayer: Holy One, connect us with partners beyond ourselves—ecumenical friends, community organizations, and neighbours of goodwill. Teach us cooperation that serves life. Amen.
Practice: Identify one partnership possibility and pray over it for three minutes.
Day 49
Text: “In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.“ (A New Creed)
Focus: In life and in death, God is with us.
Prayer: Faithful God, hold the whole church in your mercy—rural, remote, and urban; diverse and contextual; learning, praying, and serving. Keep us tender, steady, and hopeful. Amen.
Practice: Pray the final line slowly: “Thanks be to God.”
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Spirit for the road ahead
Day 50
Scripture: John 20:22 and A New Creed (“who works in us and others by the Spirit”)
Focus: The Spirit empowers belonging, invitation, leadership, and justice.
Prayer: Holy Spirit, breathe into your people again. Make us communities that embody Christ’s presence: inspired and resilient, connected across place and culture, shaped by hope-filled leadership, and committed to love and justice. Teach us to pray, listen, discern, and respond with courage. Gather many generations into your life. Send us with joy. Amen.
Practice: Speak aloud: “Spirit of God, send me today in love.” Then take one small faithful step.
