
FIRST DAWN EASTERN EDGE REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

NOMINATION BIOGRAPHICAL SHEET 

 

NAME OF NOMINEE: Rev. Oliver Dingwell   

 

ADDRESS: St. John’s, NL 

 

COMMUNITY OF FAITH: Cowan Heights United Church 

 

CONGREGATIONAL PARTICIPATION: 

• Candidate for Ordination through Humber United 

Church, Corner Brook, NL 

• Director of Music: Organist & Choir Director, Cochrane 

Street United Church, NL (2013-2016) 

• Director of Music Ministry, Kingsway-Lambton United 

Church, Toronto, ON (2016-2018) 

• Intern Minister, Alderwood United Church, Toronto, ON (2018-2019)  

• Candidate Supply, Cowan Heights United Church (Summer 2019) 

• Ordained 2020 

• Minister, Cowan Heights United Church (2020-present). 

 

LEADERSHIP ROLES IN COMMUNITY OF FAITH/REGION/GENERAL COUNCIL: 

Current: 

• Member-at-Large, Regional Council Executive, FDEE 

• Member, Program & Planning Committee, FDEE 

• Chairperson, Liturgy Committee, FDEE 

• Member, Pastoral Relations Team 

 

Past: 

• Theme Speaker, 2025 FDEE Clergy Retreat & Symposium  

• Member, Total Compensation Review Task Group, Ministry & Employment Unit, General Council (2023-2025) 

• Pastoral Charge Supervisor, Pouch Cove-Bauline Pastoral Charge (2023-2025) 

• Pastoral Charge Supervisor, Cochrane Street United Church (2021-2023) 

• Commissioner, General Council 44 (2022-2025) 

• Member, Division of Human Resources (2020-2025) 

• Member, Liturgy Committee of the 42nd General Council (2013-2015) 

• Commissioner, General Council 41 (2012-2015) 

• Chairperson, Liturgy Committee, West District (2012-2014) 

• Member, Program & Agenda Committee, West District (2012-2014) 

• Board Chair, Humber United Church, Corner Brook, NL (2010-2012). 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE/VOLUNTEERING: 

• Conducts Monthly Chapel Services at Winslowe Ridge Retirement Living, St. Patrick’s Mercy Home, and Westbury 

Estates 

• Monthly Worship Services on NTV 

• Morning Devotions for VOWR 



• Advocate for radical hospitality and 2SLGBTQIA+ inclusion in faith-based organizations 

• Member, Association of Theological Schools (ATS) Accreditation Committee, Emmanuel College (2019-2021) 

• Member, Emmanuel College Executive Council (2018-2020) 

• Member, Basic Degree Committee, Emmanuel College (2017-2020) 

• Member, Academic Committee, Emmanuel College (2017-2019). 

 

OTHER INFORMATION YOU FEEL IS RELEVANT TO THE REGION: 

The Rev. Oliver Dingwell currently serves as Minister of Word, Sacrament, and Pastoral Care at Cowan Heights 

United Church in St. John's, NL. He is also an adjunct faculty member at Queen's College, Faculty of Theology, 

Memorial University of Newfoundland, since the fall of 2023, where he teaches liturgical studies.  

 

Born and raised in Corner Brook, NL, Oliver holds a Bachelor of Music (Vocal Performance & Pedagogy) from 

Memorial University of Newfoundland and a Master of Divinity from Emmanuel College, University of Toronto. He 

is currently a Doctor of Ministry candidate at Emmanuel College in the area of eucharistic theology, where his 

research examines the value of frequent eucharistic celebration within mainline Protestantism, in particular within 

the Reformed and Methodist traditions. His research interests also include hymnody, ecumenism, sacramentality, 

intersectionality, postcolonial theology, and radically inclusive orthodoxy. Oliver has been the recipient of multiple 

awards and scholarships for his preaching and liturgical abilities, and is frequently in demand as a guest speaker, 

preacher, and liturgist throughout eastern Canada.  

 

Oliver is deeply honoured to have been nominated to let his name stand for President-Elect of First Dawn Eastern 

Edge Regional Council. With the support of his wife, daughter, extended family and the congregation of Cowan 

Heights United Church, Oliver is eager to give back to the Church which has given so much to him.  

 

“I cannot remember a time in my life when I didn’t know what I wanted to be when I ‘grew up.’ On my first day of 

kindergarten, we went around the circle sharing what we wanted to be when we grew up. I proudly proclaimed to 

my teacher that I wanted to be a United Church minister. I know now that it was not so much a want to be a minister, 

but a call to ministry. 

 

That call continues all these years later, and I remain deeply called to the work of ministry. I love the United Church 

of Canada, and have a vested interested in its future. Even as the church and the world experience unprecedented 

change and challenge, I am confident that God’s promised day is coming: a day when justice will roll down like 

waters, a day when swords will be beaten into plowshares, a day when our children will grow up to be neither the 

destroyer nor the destroyed, a day when all God’s children will finally be treated as God’s children: we are living 

toward that promised day.  

 

That day is coming, and we can do our part: by welcoming people with the same unconditional love that comes 

from our God made known in Jesus Christ; caring for our world that is both beautiful and broken; working for justice 

and working against injustice; sharing our faith and the passion that burns within our very hearts, just as it did for 

those early disciples on the Emmaus Road. My deepest hope and prayer for our Regional Council is that we live out 

our faith in all that we say and all that we do, so that we might forever and always be living toward that promised 

day.” 
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